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+ file through the woods, each man armed

-with a fpear in his'right hand, and a large
flone in his left: at their head appeared 2

shief, - who- was d:mngunmcd ‘by being’

pmmed. Though in the propartion of
five to .one of our pcopl: they pafled
-peaceably on. -
4 ThHat their ﬂull in throwing the fpear
fomctimes. enables them to kill the kan-
'gnmo. we havs no nghl to doubr, as a
. long r!mter of this weapon was taken
. out ©
. over which the fleth had complerely. clo-
# fcd; bur we have never difcovered that
' _lhcy have any method of enfaaring them,
or that they Know any other beafls but
thc kangarco and dog. . Whatever animal,
Is thewn them, a dog excepted, they call
kangaroo ; a firong prefumption that the
wild animals of the country are very few.
. ¢ Soon after our arrivail at Port Jackfon,
3 ;was walking out near a place where
Vobferved a party of Indians bufily employ-
_ed.in looking at fome theep in an inclo-
fure, and rcputedly cring out, Kangaroo,
kangatoo ! As this fesmed to afford them
- pleafare, | was willing 1o increafe it by
- pointing out the horfes and cows, which
were at no gréat diffance.  But waluckily,
st the moment, fome female convifls, em-
~ ' ployed near the place, made their sppear-
"ance, snd all my endeavours to divert
their attention from the ladies became
&1 frwitlefs. . .
to ‘offer them the Jeaf degree of violence
‘of/injury, but food atthe diftance of fe-
__werll paces, exprefling very ﬁgﬁﬁnntly
. l.he manner they were attraéted,
" . %1t would be trefpaffing on the reader's
; indnlgencewere I to impofeon hirm an ac-
- count. of any civil regulations, or ordinan.
+' ces, which may poffibly exift among this
people.  Ideclare to him, that I know not
... of.any, and chat excepting a little eribu-
", tary 1efpe&@” which the younger part: ap-
<. pearto pay thofe-more advanced'in years,

3 never could obferve .any dcgrus of fu..

bordination - ‘among them. - To their reli-
-~ gioustritesand ‘opinions, T, am cqually a
"firangeri “Had an opportunity offered of
-+ feeing the ccremonics obferved at difpo-
«'v-fing Gf'the dead, perhaps fome infight
" mighthave been gamcd -but all thut we
.oat prefebt:- know with certainty is, that

maoner-ef the fmall tumuli, found in ma-
‘my.counties in England.
I‘havealready hinred,that the’ country

b 'ev:d to.be in Europe at . the time of
“failing.  But this remark is not meant

the thigh of one of thefe animals, .

They attempted not, however,.

they burn the carpfe, and afterwards heap
up the earth around. it, fomewhat in the

mare. populous than it was generally .

xlcnded to the interior part’of the -

umncnt, whuh there is :very rcaron to' . fwer,‘to the ﬁckler)ealous, wagrmg :di

| dcqounf?_a'j"' a fa}ége te Botany-Bay.,.

conclude from our refearches, as well ag
fiom the manner of living pradtifed by thy-
natives, to be gninhabited. It appears ag
if.fome of the indiun familics confine their
focicty and connedtions’ within cheir own
pale; bor that this cannot always be the
cafe we know, for on the north.wefl arm

.of Batany Bay flands s village, which'con.

12ins more than a dozen houfes, and pee.
haps five times that number of people;
being the moft confiderable effablihment
that we are acquainted with in the coun.
try.. As a ftriking proof, befides, of the
numeroufnefs of the natives, ) beg leave to
flate, that Gavernor Phillip, when on an
excurfion between the head of this har.
bour and that of Botany Bay, once fell in
witlia party which canfifted of more tham
three hundred perfons, two handred and
twelve of whom were men : this happen.
ed only on the day following the muider
of the two convi&t rufh cuteers, before
noticed, and his Exccllency wap at the
very time in fearch of the morderers, oa
whom, could they have been found, be in.
tended to infli€t 3 memorahle and exem.
plary punifhment. * The meeting was un.
oxpedied to both parties, and confidering
the critical firmation of affairsy pechaps
not very pleafing 1o onr fide, which con-
fifted bur of wwelve perfons, until .ths
peaccable difpofition of the Indians was

.manifeft.  After the firi@ef fearch the

Governor was obliged to return without
having obtained any information. The
laudable porfeverance of his Excellency 1o
throw every light on this unhappy bufi.
nefls did not, however, ftop here, for he
inftituted the moft rigorous inquiry to
find out, if poffible, whether the convills
had at any time ili-treated orkilled any of
the natives; and farther, iffuing a procia- .
mation, offering the mofl tempting of alt
tewards, a ftate of freedom, to him who
thoyld point out the murderer, in c%
fuch an onc exifted.

' | have. thusimpartially flated the -
nmmn of matters,; anhcy ftand, while I .
write, between ¢he natives and. us; that ’
greater progrefs in attaching them to us »
has not been made, 1 have only 1o regretj |
but that-ait:ranks of men have tried to ef-
fed it, hy every reafonable effort from

which fuecefs might have been expeted, -
1 can teftify ; nor can | omit faying, that
inthehigher ftations this has been . emi.
nently.confpicious. -The public ordersof

~ Governor Philip have invariably tended o -

promote “Tuch a behaviour. on-our fide, as:-
was moft fikely .10 produce :this; mucl -
withed -for ‘event,. - To -what - caufe thes- .
are we to annbute the: diftance which the-
accomphfhment ‘of it. appeart at ?.:}. axd
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