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nearly to the former, while the Hour aime
apparently at the latter type. Even here
in Montreal a paper has recently been
started with a Society column, and has
only failed from the inappropriateness of
its other matter.

TaE proverbial jealousy of professional
musicians has never had a more forcible
commentary upon it than is contained in
the report of the Smoking Concert of the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Orchestral Society,

which the Gazette publishes this (Monday)
morning. “ The Duke of Edinburgh’s
playing,” says the correspondent,  was

especially praised, even by professionals.”
If the report is correct, what a picture we
have of praise reluctantly wrung from the
very people who should have been most
ready to give it. It is not the ecrities, you
see, who refuse to acknowledge talent in
an amateur, but the professionals, as such,
and because they are such. As we sug-
gested, however, it is possible that the re-
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THE WEEK.

A New York correspondent of one of
the daily papers calls attention to the re-
markable growth in that city of so-called
Society Journalism, in the space devoted
by the leading journals to accounts of
balls and receptions and the like. The
name as applied to such mere record is
hardly correct. Society J ournalism.proper
is an entirely new product of the eentury.
It is only a few years since EbMUND YaTEs
#nd GRENVILLE MURRAY set the ball roll-
ing by the issue of the World, which,
though not devoted at all to the chronicle
of balls and the desctiption of dreeges, was
yet the parent of Society Journalism
proper. . The Cuurt Journul for years has
held its place in the matter of mere de-
scription of fashionable events, and with
it the World never in any way interfered.
The notion of the new paper was that of
comment upon the doings of Society, under
the significant title of “ What the World
Says,” a title which, as will be seen, bears
a double intsrpretation, The success of
the venture was never for a moment
doubtful, and when, a year after, Mr.
GRENVILLE MURRAY so0ld out his share to
Mr. Yares, he received more than double
of his original investment. A crowd of
imitatois followed upon the heels of the
lucky pair.

originajly been engaged to wiite the city
article fur the World, quarrelled with the
proprietois and launched a venture of his
owo in Truth. This was followed by a
counterb ast in Calumny. Then came
London, Society, Life, and others, and
Vanity Fair and the Whitchall Review
introduced a similar feature into their
columns. The last venture now in Ion-
don is the establishment of a penny sheet,
in which are collected the cream of the
whole combined.

—_————

Tais feature of Society Journalism has
never taken a firm root in the States,
partly for the same resson that & comic
paper never could exist there (until Puck

_ was started), viz., that the dailies devote
much of their space to comment on mat:
ters with which the daily press of the old
country do not meddle. Private affairs
are as freely discussed as public actions,
and the Society Journalist has the ground
cut from under him to a great extent. A
sort of combination of the two—the Court
Journal and the World types—has_been
made in Quiz, a little sheet now published
in Philadelphia, and New York has the

-Americun Quegn, which &pproaches more

port is not of that ab:olute value upon
which to found an argument in so weighty
& matter. Certainly it is funny enough
in other respects. As, for example, the
| statement that ¢ the drums were played
i by clergymen,” which, though possib'y
true, seems to imply a connection between
the ¢ pulpit, drum ecclesiastic” and the
ordinary kettle drum, not hitherto ob-
served. Though, by the way, kettle-
drums and curates have before been asso-
ciated in the minds of irrsverent society
writers. It is just possible that the ex-
planation of this and other irregularities
is to be found in the concluding para-
graph: “During the concert all smoked
and drank as much as they wished,” the
correspondent, no doubt, amongst the
number. And then the necessary con-
clusion, the enthusiastic statement : * The
concert was most enjoyable.” No doubt.

THE Vienna disaster of last December
has set men’s brains to work to reduce the
, danger of fire g0 far as possible, by altera

tions of one sort and another. The latest
effort of ingenuity in this direction comes
from New York, where a gentleman of a
philanthropic and inventive turn of mind
has Pecently patented a device for remov-
ing the obstruction to free passage pre-
,sented in ordinary theatres by the rows of
chairs or other seats. The device consists
in such an arrangement of seats that in

. case of fire they can be made to fold ap |

and sink out of sight, thus leaving the
auditorium entirely fres. We cannot help
heing reminded of the old French song
Wwaich treats of the ingenious manufacturer
who, -to economizz human labor, had
established a factory to be run entirely by
rate.  His friend listened with patience to
his description of the working, and then
asked mildly, “ What would youdo if a
cat got in?’ The seats in question are so

Mr. LaoucHERE, who had ' made that they can be raised or lowered

for the whole floor at one point. And if
—we can only say if—some peculiarly
thoughtful wag were to takea fancy at a
given moment to try the working of the
mach nery, and for that purpose were to
posstss himself of the controlling key
We draw a veil. The entrance of
the cat would be nothirg to it.

IN Harper's Magazine for March there
is a note relative to the new halfpenny
evening paper for London, the Evening
News. 1t was established last July ag an,
Independent Liberal Journsd, but had
such a want of success—it was not pros-
perous, as according to Harper's—that
the proprietor 'was glad to sell out to the
Conservative Press Corporation, Limited,
which has been successfully floated to
supply the Knglish public with cheap
Coustitutional literature. The managing
director of the Company is Mr. FREDERICK
Hynpumaw, and the new editor of the paper
is Mr. CHARLES WirLiaMs, a well-known
London journalist and special correspond-
ent. The first number undemthe new
régime contained the following notice :—
“The - Evening News will address the
Constitutional party in England who pre.

fer freedom of thought to the dictation of
a “ caucus,” freedom of contract to legis-
lative restraint, and the substantial inter-
ests of our operative classes to undue de-
velopment of the profits of foreign pro-
ducers, merchants, and carriers. The
Evening News will likewise address those
who look to the sanction of religion in
their everyday and political life rather than
to the leading of Atheists and Free-
thinkers.” This new addition to the Lon-
don evening papers makes three for the
Couservatives as against two for the
Liberals.

DOINGS AT THE CAPITAL.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

Ottawa, February 17th, 1882,

The drawing-room came off with much éclat,
and was attended by large numbers. The regu-
lations issued to the Dominion Police were such
as should have emsured everything going off
without any contretemps. Unfortunately the
obtuseness of the police compelled many ladies
after taking off their cloaks in the Commone, to
seek admission to the Semate by an outside
door, as the policeman on duty at the inner
side entrance had got into his head that he was
not allowed to open that door for them. A fow
fortunate ones escaped this chilling promenade
through the courtesy of the Deputy Sergeant-
at-Arms,

Taiking about the Dominion Police. Theirs
is a happy lot. Their duties eonsist in standing
at the various entrances to the Western and
Eastern blocks. They condescend to open these
doors for Ministers and Deputies, but thers the
line is drawn.

Place aux messicurs. The dailies have given
your readers a list of ladies’ dresses, but not one
has spoken of what was worn by the men. At
the drawing-room, two gentlemen appeared in
frock coats, whilst one vainly attempted to make
his bow in a cutaway jacket of grey tweed ;.and
at the Government House ball on Tuesday, a
gentleman shone in a frock coat of broadcloth,
and he was an Ontario Mayor at that.

One thing I can say about the ladies’ gowns ;
they were all new. “They all have to be on
such an occasion,’’ said to me one who knowe,
““for the other woman would be down on any
lady appearing in & dress that has served once.”
The laws of the Medes and the Pernians are
mild compared with this new, to me, ukase of the
fair sex.

Many there are who want to know something
about the Royal Archers of Scotland, now that
they have secen Mr. Balfour in his gorgeous uni-
form of that distinguished corps. They can
find all the information they require in an inter-
esting history of the Corps, which possesses au-
thentic records covering a space of two cen.
turier. The book is in the Parliamentary Li.
brary. )

The ball given at Rideau Hall on Tuesday,
was attended by over 600 peaple ; so perfect
were the arrangements that there was not any
crowding. Lieut.-Col. Freemantle and officers
of the Halifax Garrison were present ; with this
party were Mrs. Shortt and Mrs. England.

The Hon. Edward Pierrepoint, formerly U. 8.
Minister to the Court of St. James, is on a visit
to the Capital. )

There is a ramour that His Excellency in-

| tends giving a masquerade on the ice this win.

ter. It will doubtless prove a grand scene and
will rival the famous masquerade which took
place in bonor of his predecessor at the Victoria
Rink, Montreal, in January, 1875. -

At the Hon. Madame Caron’s soirée musicale,
which comes off on Saturday, the following
ladies and gentlemen will execute an excellent
programme. Prume will play; Mesdumes C.
Christin, Leduc, Aumond, the Hon. P. Fortin,
M.P., and Mr. Gourdeau are to represent the
vocalists, whilst Dr. and Madame Valade, Miss
Barrett of Windsor, Dr. Prévost and Mr. J. F.
W. Harrison will appear at the piano. The fore-
going names are a guarantee that the invited
guests will enjoy a musical treat. Madame
Caron’s at homes are famed for the good music
presented:

Those who had the privilege of seats in the
Gallery of the House of Commons on Tuesday

last, saw most of the prominent members rise

and speak, viz: Sir John, Sir Charles, Sir
ITector, Sir Richard, Messrs. Mackenzie Bowell,
Blake, Huntington, Mackenzie and the Presi-
dent of the Council. With the exception of
8ir Hector Langevin, who complimented the
newly-elected member for Bellechasse on his
maiden speech, the others cnt a sorry figure at
the pastime of word-slinging.

Why are charges of corruption and other un.
savoury ones hurled from one side of the House
against the other, when honorable gentlemen
themselves do not believe in them, and when
no right-minded man outside the House does ?
Our Blakes and Tuppers are above suspicion,
and the dignity of the House is assuredly not
enhanced by such petty squabbles.

On Wednesday afternoon, Lady Frances Bal-
four occupied a seat on the floor of the House ;
she soon left, as she no doubt found the Orders
of the Day very dry reading.

1 do not wish to get into trouble and so I care
not, Paris like, to award the golden apple.
Young men and old men too, ars dividad here
as to whom belongs the coveted appellation
of *“belle of the ball’” at Rideau Hall. An
Ottawa Juno, who hails from senatorial pre-
cincts, a Montreal Venus, who once appeared as
Parthenia at a bal costumé, and a Minerva,
who comes from Cobonrg famed for the number
of its judges and of its pretty girls, are the com-
petitors. If thereis a general leaning towaids
any of the three, it is towards the last-named.

Yesterday’s ball at Rideau Hall went off as
pleasantly as did the first. His Excellency
danced the first set of quadrilles with Madame
Cauachon, wife of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Manitoba. The belles were a lady from Mont-
real already referred to, and one from Quebec ;
the latter in a black dress trimmed with steel
bheads, aptly represented N ight, and recalled
Longfellow’s lines.

The Indian costumes brought from the North-
West by His Excellency. were much examined
aud admired. They are to be worn at the
‘ pow-wow"’ to be given on the ice one of these
evenings. .

The most gorgeous uniforms were those of the
members of what Mr. Bergeron has called in the
House ““our little army,” that plucky and
efficient force, the Mounted Police of the Lorne
Land, as it is now called.

Montrealers doubtless entertain pleasant recol
lections of Capt. Lewis of the Fusiliers, now
A. D. C. to Lieutenant-Governor Cauchon. He
writes to me from what he calls *boom-be-
ridden Winnipeg,” to say that Lord Lorne has
presented him with a silver cigar-case. His Ex-
cellency has displayed great thoughtfulness in
giving souvenirs to the many friends he made
during his trip through what he styled in his
reply to one of the addresses presented to him
at St. Boniface, * Greater Canada.’’

I must add to my list of those who are to con-
tribute towards entertaining Madame Caron’s
guests to-morrow night, Mrs. T. Charles Wat-
son, who is to recite ‘“ La priére du naufragé”
by Frangois Cojipée.

The House is dull. Nothing doing. Mr.
Girouard has introduced his bill to legalize mar-
riage with a deceased wife's sister. The Bishop
of Ontariv’s followers hold up their hands in
horrgr aud predict dreadful things if it becomes
law. Their sanction is however given without
compunction to marriages between May and
Deacember, to mere marriages de convenance and
others which it is not opportune to mention, so
their squeamishness is out of place.

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC.

Tk Grerk play in New York has been very
roughly haundled by the critics.

THR Detroit Free Press endorses Miss Dickin.
son’s Hamlet unrescrvedly.

WAGNER, the composer, is staying at Palermo,
where he is living with his famity in great retirement.

J. R. G. HassarRp, musical eritic of the
Tribune , is writing letters to that paper from the South
of France.

A CONFERENCE of Hungarian posts and au-
thors is s00n to be held at Buda Pesth to discass the pre-
paration of u Hungarian Koyal Hymuo.

“CLAUDE DUvaL,” the new opera by Stephens

and Solomon, has been io rehearaal for months and will
be presented for the first time on Mounday, the 27th inst.

HERR WAGNER is about to take up his quar-
ters in Greeoce for the purpose of makiog studies on the
spot for a new opera drawn from the Greek mythology.

‘‘ Miss HAUK,” said Patti to an interviewer

of the Philadelpbia Press, ‘‘ not only has the voice and

the power and ability to use it, byt she is'an actress. She
aots from the heart."

———




