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CHAPTER VIIL

A STARTLING DISCLOSURE.

Tug night was tine though cold, the crescent
meoen had set mauy hours betore. but the stars
shone splendidly in the ebon sky. At the so-
licitation of Lasvelles Emily rode with him,
and hiz spirited horse took the lead in their
eariy drive, Dr. Seymour's sleigh following
with the vest of the party.

Wl Miss Georgina, how did vou cnjo.\'
the evening 77 was the doctor's firstobservation
as they drove from the hotell

3 0h, exceadingly! It was a delightiul
ball 1™

w You danced frequently with & very hand-
some partier 7 an old acquaintanee, 1 under-
Fam

% WhoeDr. Delamare 27

“Yer: quite an Adonis, is he nor 77

toHe is very handsome and agreeablel

“Particuiarly so, prople say: bur 1 must
confess he i wot to mv taste, He is handsome
vnench, Dallow, but e is rather deticient in
principle, T fear”

“Why o vou make that assertion 27 asked
Georzing, anxtously.

< fimply from the fact that he holds the
marriage tie too tizhtly, He pavs more atten-
 than a married man is

! What i patig of aceny did these words con-
vey to the heart of teorgina Davenant!

#1s he warried

Her dips fermed the words but her voice
refused to Riter them, Colsclousness (or a fow
maoments forseok ber, but the darkness con-
cealed hivr deep emotion,

“ That yvouny offiver with whom vou danced
the 1Tt sl feems o nive person,” coutinued
the Jdoctor, again addressing Georgina,

He received no answer. 1o her semi-nucot-
scious state the words fell on hier var, convey-
ing po perception of their meaning to her
mind. She was still stunned by the shock
the snnouneswent of Delamares marringee
gave her. The news wis so atexpected,
overwhelming. '

©2he 12 falling ash
muck danci
nocentiy,

Her hustand theughe otherwize, but he
did ot acalt address Georgina, He left her
to her own redections, beileving they wers
not of the most agrceablde nature, They rode
on for seme time in silence, the doctor admir-
ing the starry The western sky
blazad with the Hghtol Lrilliant const-lations
nearing the borizon, while in the cast were
seel ascending o Arctnrus with
anud the bricht Northern Crown,

“ What a sublime stidy is astronomy ! ob-
served Dl Seyvmonr, 1 do not wonder that
the Ancients worshipped the celestial orbs,
It was a very sensible systian of idolatey, and
it I bad ived in thoze days [ would have been
a devont worshipper too, Just look at Sirias,
Hermine, glowing with such resplendent light
near the western horizon.”

“1 took that for the Morning Star,” said
Mrs, Seymour, in sleepy tones, roused from a
little nap by her hustand's voive

$ Now, Hermine, how could you make such
a blunder after ]l my leszons in astronomy ?
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P fatizued after so
remmarked Mres. Sevmour, in-

yor Y

e Ve s,

Lis sons,

One must be as stupid ag an owl to mistake any
of the heavenly orbs fur the bright refulgent
which  shines  with  unrivaliod
gplendour ¢ besides it scintillates and Venus
shines with a steady light”

It s no use trying o teach we astronomy,
Octave, especially now, when I feel so sleepy.
All the stars look alike to me. | wonder how
you can distinguish one from the other.”

I is quite sasy, my dear, if you pay a little
attention.  Now luok to the Zenith, Hermine,
and "——

 Where is the Zenith 7" asked Hermine,
ignorantly. ’

“Just over your head, there you will see
the majestic Leo and the Greater Bear walk-
ing in radiant pomp.”

“Sorething is wrong ahead, sjirt?

This interruption came from the conchman
breaking in suddenly upon the doctor’s lecture
on ARtronomy.

# What is the matter?7” he asked, jumping
up quickly in the sleigh, “ Who are those
figures on the road before us, Tom 9"

“Ivs Mr. Luscelles aud Miss Davenant, sir
I think they have besu upset, and that dark
object far abuad is the borse running off with
the sleigh.”

“ By George youn are right ! T see how it is)”’
laughed the doctor.  Then lowering his voice
he added, addressing Mrs. Seymounr, ¢ Eugene,
taking advantage of thé téte-d-téte and em-
boldened by the shades of night, has been
pouring soft spi¢ches into Emily's ear, and

not minding how he was driving, has man-
aged to upset the sleigh and precipate both
bimself and her into that snow-drift on the
road-side.  Drive on faster, Tom! we'll pre-
tend not to recognise them.”

Tom, enjoying his master's juke, whipped
his horses, and the spirited animals dashed
onward,

“Stop, uncle! stop, for heaven's sake! do
not teave us on the road,” shouted Luscelles,

& Halloo! is it you?" asked the doctor with
feigued surprise,  “ What has happened 27

¢ Only an upset,” was the reply,

% No bones broken, 1 hope; nothing for me
to do, ¢h??

#“Nothing, unless Miss Davenant shounld
take cold after her exposure to the freczing
atwosphere””

» To say nothing of her plunge into a snow-
drift,” lavghed the doctor. = Jump in quickly,
Emily. Here, Fugene, wrap the robes care-
fully about her oun that side. My dear, you
are hall frozen, shivering with the cold! 1
really shall not trust vou another time to his
carcless driving,  What could he have been
thinking of 2 Was he star-gazing 77

A negative, prononnced with some embar-
rassment, was the answer,

« What then?”

“ Conversing with her, of course,” broke in
Mrs Seymour. < You didn't expect him to sit
silent and mind nothing but the driving .V

S Take my advice, Bozene, and den’t select
a ead-tdtedrive on a cold frosty morning as
the best time to introduce such very engross-
ning topics (You see the result,” remarked Dr.
Seymour, slyly.

«~ We are nearing your chateaw, Kugene”
resumed his aunnt, ¢ that house we yow passad
is within a quarter of a mile of it.  Will your
servants expect us 7"

# Yes, I safd it was Hkely you would return
with me, I knew you could not be comfurt-
able at 3t John's—the hotels are so full”
oty afterwands they came in sight ot
ue's residence. It was an old Freoch
dwelling rathor imposing in appearanes, shel-
tered LY A grove of Ars now in their wintry
garb,  Lights gheamed from some: of the win-
dows, and as the merry sleigh-bells aunonneed
their approach some domesiics were waiting
to receive them at the hall door. A table was
spread with refreshiments in the comtorzable
dining-room, of whith no one parteok save
Dr. Seymour, who declared the keen frosty
air bad made ki ravenous, The Indies jm-
medintely retired to the apartments prepared
for them.

‘Fhe sisters did not share the same room,
mach to the relief of Georgina, who in her
present state of mind desired nothiog <o much
us to be alor She hadl not spoken a werd
to any one gince that terrible disclosure of
D, Sevmaour'=sc She feit Hke one ina dream,
stunned, bewildersd,  Had she mistaken the
itnport of the doctors wards 7 conld st have
heard him aright! These stinns 8hoe asked
herse repeatodly, lowly the conviction
that she had not mizsunderstood him foreod
jts«it upon her mind. Stony and mnotionless
ax death 1tself shie zat for houars, her head rests
iny on ber clasped hands; no tear, no sob
reiieved the azony of Ler spirit. The gray
dawn of a wintry morning stole into the rooan
wmingled with the nnextinzuizhed Longelighe,
am! yet she moved not. . The vivid sunzhine
as the bright orb of day rege oer the snowy
Tandscape without, Hehted up the apartinent,
wleaming on the rolden curls of the bowed
wad, and still thee unhappy girl remained
motionless buried in despaie. At bength from
the stupor of grief and the cxhavstion of
mind and body, she 21l into an unrefreshing
slumber, from which she was soon aroused by
the voice of Rudy outside her door.

“The breakinst bell has rung, teorgina
hurry aud come down: don't Reep
mour waiting, It is very late”

Ronsing herself with an effurt she cast a
bewildervd look arvund @ she did not av fiest
realize her situation, hut the agony of the pre-
ceding hours was waiting in ambush fur her,
and seon it rolled fo upon ber mind with over-
whebming power, forcing from her crashed
heart a cry of anguish.  Oh) the intense hit-
teripess Of that first awaking after some great
sarrow | However, there was no time now to
indulge her feelings,  She must prepare to
join the family circle.  Pride, that potent frels
inr of her uature, forbade that she should in
any way reveal her Tovae for Delamarn:.  She
was still in her ball costume. In her great
distress of mind she had not thought of chang-
ing it on retiring to her apartinent, but bt
flung herself wildly into s chair to indulge
the passionate grief she had suppressed in the
presence of othiers.  As she stood before the
glass making a hagty toilet she was shocked
at the haggard face it presented to her view.
The storm of bitter disappointment and dis-
pair which had swept over her had stamped
its ravages on every feature,  She feared it
would betray her heart’s secret,  She dreaded
to meet Dr. Seymour's penetrating cye, With
more th noher usual care she arranged her
hair and dresg, then with a stern determinn-
tion to crush down sorrow, to conceal her suf-
ferings, she descended to the breakfast room,
Ler face pale indeed yet wreathed with smiles
—samiles cin: which  there was no sunshine,
glittering they were aud cold as the moou-
beams.

Murs, ?‘,v}'-

« Late hours don't agree with you, Miss
Georging,” was Dr. Seymour's remark as she
took her seat at the breakfast tablo. ¢ You
are unusually pale this morning,” and he
looked keenly at her.

« 1 shall be better after & good night's rest,”
she answered quictly ; then turning to Mrs,
Seymour she began to converse with affected
animation about the ball, expressing the plea-
sure it had attorded her.

“ Delamare is n eapital dancer, and you
bonoured him pretty often with your haund,”
remarked Laseclies, with o light laugh, @1t
was well Mrs, Delamare was not at the ball,
she might have felt jealous”

“Why was she not at the ball 77 asked
Gearzina curiously.

i (Oh she 15 too great an fnvalid ! She never
attemds such amusements,  Poor thing, Dion't
think she will live long,” rejoined Bugene in
pitving accents,

How these words thritled with sudden hopae
the crushed heart of Georgina Davenant! Sud-
denly there gleamed aray of licht avross the
wloom of her despair. Delamare's wife was
HL U she might dic? How she blessed Bugene
Lascelles for these words of consolation ! With
the sudden hope came the wish for such an
event, How stealthily does sin creep into
the heart; bow carefully cught we subsdue its
incipicnt motions.  Buot the lonsing for an-
other's denth Georgina did net satdue, She
did not set hier foot on the temptation as it
crept towards her. She felt that without such
8 hope life would be s dreamy aimless exist-
ence : that hope now was Like o rainbow spaa-
ing the durk storm-cloud which had buest upon
ber.

Her love for Delamare was idelatey, She
had wiven him all the love of her passionute
nature before she knew of the tie that bound
him to ancther, In the ficst onthreak of agony
at the discovery of his wmarriage she
the happiness
death imparted, althoug

pot iy

coof conscience Bt the voles of thae
faithinl monitor would not be sibrneed in the
hoart of the wret hod Georsinag, Agatn and
azain it knocked toudiy at the portal she tried
to bar agaiost it It remdnded hor that to
wisl: for anpothers death was munder o the
sivht of heaven, sud that to cherist any longer
ber Tove for Delamsire was i sin, And threash
the stozm which pdssion wis sweepitd over
her sonl principte =strove to make itset heand,
[t teule her remermber thee unprincipled ode-
coptivn Delnmare had practised in conealing
his marciace o bat inoexteniation of this her
fored hoart pleedad bis pussionste devation to
hrers ancd althonach the ianug Baproprioty
of s canihiet in wenning her atbectans conld
Pre conecaded, Mot her seiflove teied ta
throw a vell over sioh Blter want of prineiple.
Week after week passcd, and <l passion
wigzed 115 gieree vontest with privciphe in the
hoart of Georcing Lasvenant, Foebly
coted to forcet, feeblv she e teoorush
down the passionnte veurniug o the love shie
knew wis hers, bt which zhe st cast feom
Ber.  Steedid not again meet Do Delamare,
albthy Snever Wend duto soe fety without
dng thos hope of auother mecting with
him.  IDhd b <hovo that wish ointerview
bocattsr he fraresd to Bear Her peissionate re-
progches new when the discovery of his maz-
rlage must bave boen made, or was the state
of his wi health <tch as to contiae him to
his  mizerabls b How that tho
soothed the bittertivas of her grief as with it
came the hoter that the band of death would
cre long sever the tie that honnd him to
Louise, far the sinfinl wish for Lis wif's death
would not be subdaed b the ciel's heart, so
sorely tempted, so ibeapable of resistance in
her own weak womnnly netire, unsustained
by reltgions princijple

CHAPTER IX,
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MADAME ST, HILAIRE,

D Seysora’s conjecture that Lasertles had
takoen advantace of the (feader/ee drive with
Einily to introdsees the subjert most fnterest-
ing to him, was correct, Kmboldened by the
unn<nal fricadliness of her manner he had
pourcd forth his tale of love, make her an
offer of his hand, [t was wt this eritical
manient that the upset ocoureed, cansed by
his intense nervous excitement,  This un-
cercmonious  breaking  up o of  their cone-
versation,  the  result of  their  sudden
plunge into a  snow-drift, was a great
relicf - to Ewily, who, although she had
lately schooled herself to think of a4 union
with Lascelles, still hesitated to pronounce
the words that must determine her fate, Like
Georging, she slept hittle during the time she
gpent in herapartment. She knew that next
day Eugene wonld require an answer, and the
hours were passed in caenest self-communion,
She felt that her love for Walter Avenull was
atronger than death jtself,  Was ghe then
justified in aceepting the band of Lascelles?
Would he be content without that warmth of
atfection it wag not in her power 1o bestow?
Finally she came to the conclusion’ to. reject
this offer of marriage, but then came the re-
membrance of her father's declining. health,
aned thelr poverty when that should fail, Filinl
self-devation urged Lo to aceept the hand of
Lugectles, nnd to it her-family above the
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desolating flood which poverty was again pre.
paring to roll towards them, and this worldl}
congideration at length prevailed.  Sho wonjy
become the wife of Bugene Lascelles; but ghy,
wotld not conceal from him hee former oy,

gpagement.  Sho would confess that she never
could feel another such attachment, Iy,

could be satisfied with fricndship and estegyy
she would aceept his hand, but that waes 4
it her power to bestow.  And with this pog
substitute for the depths of love of which 4
womnan's heart iz capable, Luscelles professed
himself satistied, cherishing the hope thar 4
warmer sentitment would fullow their marriag.
He had no living rival, and therefore every
reason to hope that the memory of the past
would finde from her miud, and that with ney
tivs would come @ newly awakened iuterst iy
life., How easily we persuade onesclvos thay
what we ecarnestly wish @5 possiblet oy
bitterest disappointinents often arise from this
self-deception, this buoying oursclves up with
false hopues,

Not long after the ball at Sto John's, the
Montreal papers annouseed the marringe of
Fugene Lusceifes and Bmily Davenant, T,
werdding was a guici aitair, aud before the ex.
piration of the honeymoon Mroand Mrs, Las
celles left Canada for the Southern Stats,
aceompanivd by Mro Davenant, whose fist.
futling health made a residence in a warger
climate absolutely nevessary, Clara had ae.
comypanied e lithe party, Lt
remained 1o Montreal with Drooand Mres, S0
meour.  Her residence with them, huw::v.l‘:,
was not lote, Mrs. Sevmour, in her moth
care of Georeing, fonnd fanlt with re.
bt pjection of matrimonial oers, an .
terferenes which the hanghty girl resented
The consequences were her eaving the pro.
tection of ler kind {ricnds and  becwnd
govertiess in a French Canadian fumily Bvin
nedr Sorel

The ehiblren whom it was her duty o iy

fhvur

g

Yoy

strns tin Bnelisboand vastous aceomplishme ns
woere pvde, stupdd, and anmunageablds A
l‘.\'["illtli\':l o1 her e nt (oo

sizned her anpleasant sitnation and advertsed
foactanuls

nat b

for another,  She was s
oblait vte whepe the diptivs wosthi
arduons, as thers was only on
cate, aned whers the sadary offvred
Her new Botiee was situated o the Ricihe ley
toar St Uharhes s As sheascended the e
river inoa sleam

val fror Sonch her tho
dwelt upon the possibility of aondn mecting
Prelansee, Sheodid not, however, anticfage
the dangerons happiness that was befors by
it <t had, sheomdcht bave
Vit aring tooenjoy 1t It was
bedfore Gvorgina teached the ohaty
new pestderee was cadbad S was
with wmuch conrlesy by the niistress, Ml
St Hilaire,  Fadigeed with her jonn i
seon fetired o bier apartinent, where, eavin
Live tee waundor in the land of dreams
retnte s pavticniars relative to €
i whose hotse she §5 at preset? dotne
Mocarne 8t Hiladoe wasn native of La
Fratee  The first years of her tuarriod
b been spent at the court of the b
: , howeser, she was o
} from Liaveties thie
1, andd obdiced toaccoiapany her kusia
bowme o Cansela, An unpretentions
e it wis cotpared with thon to swhils bosbe b
teven secistomead, and vet 1t had an finposing
appearatee in that Cataelinn wilderness, wi
it bl boeeti rathior recently erocted. Tt wis
brivk chatean, with high roof, tall chimneys,
il numeorons windows tarked at cither -l
with & rostisd turnetem bt a8 pear as possi
o the aodel of the old baronis] resclenss
which Monsicur St Hilaire's aneestors poss
sessed b France, A bloowmine tlower ganden
sioped from the front entrance dovn tothe
law parapet overiooking the Bichelba,
the back-ground  was the primeval ¢
while in - the distance towersd the bold
nits of Beleil, Ste, Therese, and R
Many years younazer than ber husband, Mad
St. Hilabre, Woantiful and fond  of
drooped Hkn foine fragrant exotic on beisd
transplanted from the gayeties of the Fronh
court to this vanading wibl,  Ruamour wi
perid that there was g secret sorrow Jevearning
the happiness of the young wife,  That it was
not the loss of fashionable amusements that
was preving on her spirits, but snounbagpy
wttachment to an oficer in the Frenck anny
and her separation from homs,  This peport
wits coufinmed  when, some  time  after ber
arvival in Canada, o stranger of noble sppears
unce was seen to visit at the chatean during
the temporary abence of Monsjene 3t Hilaee
in Quebee, attonding his parlinmentary duties
in the House of Assembly.  Suddendy &
returned to his home to find there, almost
domesticated, the man whom he Kuew pos
avasuil the affections of his wife, wha used the
clabim of kindred ng an excuse {or following
her to Canada.  Not long after, the handsome
stranger’s visits ceased, and it was thought in
the neighbourhomd that he had rulur.r.«-d L
hiz own country, but he was never again sevld
in the mnksof Buonaparta’s conquering army.
His fate was n mystery, but like many other
uniceountable oceurrences, it faded from the
public miad, . .
About throe yonrs afterwards, Monsieur St.
Hitaire dicd swddendy; by his own hund ftwas
whispered, nid Madame was lTeft o widow with
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