
THR HARP.

CHURCII AND STATE IN CANADA.

Notwithstanding his widely-advertised pre-
tensions, tie writer of 9 Current Events" in
tie Ciinadian Mlonihly is not, never will be, aî
statesmîan. An inveterate religious bigot, lie
s, lilke ail bigots of the kind, narrow-mîinded,

and, coiisequently, incapable of discussing
witli dlue fairness any political question in a
country like this, whose goverinmssent is deme-
cratie, and whose population, lis point of reli-
gion, is about lialf Catholic and half Protestant.
In lis hands-we allude te Professer Coldwin
Smith.-the Cianadian onthly, whici at its
inception promised te be national in spirit and
toue, ias becomse a low sectarian institution.
not less offensive te Catholics thian its contems-
porary, the Dominiin Montly, whiclh at least
lias the decenscy and ionesty to appear îunder
its true colours, a purely Protestant periodical.
Tihus, li tie iNovemuber numiiîber of this pseudo
Canadian .fonthîly, we find tue Catholic Church
spsoken of as "anti-niationîal," and lier priests
as " foreign Jesuits," ais iiiimeaiing expression
employed by the iprofesser to denote contempt
and give offence. Tisese gratuitous insutlts, be
it well understood, proceed from a ie berof the
Ontario Couîncil of Public Instruction, net from
a bumpkin scribe; we must, tierefore, attribute
thema te tie malice, not to the ignorance, of their
autier. Witih sucs a man, it would bc folly te
reason, for, althougi ignorance, in wliatever
degree dark, msay be dispelled by tue lighît of
instruction, yet malice, deeply rooted in the
heart, is proof against all the powers of an
exterior mind, indeed yields ony to divine
grace. It is not, tien, the vriter, but the
readers, of l Current Events," we now propose
te address on the subject of tise Catholic
Church considered in its relations to the Cana-
dian people and Covernment.

Our thesis is tiis : That the Church ils Canada
far froa being anti-national, is te the State
ihat a mother is te ier child in arms ; tiat as

the child, without the support of tue imother,
must faill, so, to, must fall the State witihot
the support of the Churcli.

The State is hie isole body of people united
under one goverinmeint. Our own governient,
althougi attaclied te the crown of England,
is in its constitution a demîocracy ; tiit is,
administered by the people, through their
representatives, for tise popular weal. Mark
Weil the words, popular wreil. They do not
imply for the good of this province at the
expenge of tiat; of the intijority to the prejüi-

dice of ic iniiorily ; but of flic wliole licople,,
weak province as well as strong province,,
niinority is iell as najority. The popular:
wveal reqiires popular liberty, the liberty of
order, net if revolution. This liberty is hilie
life of flic State, and iL iist be maintainett
By whon? Bly the governmtenit. But the
governient is adinsisteredt by the people,
therefore the people should preserve tieir ois
liberty. They shoild, but will tlcy? What
guarantce have we tiat tUic people, if left to
ticimselves, will maintain liberty as we have
defiiied it-the liberty thiat knows no licensi,
and conserve their existence as a State ? Wlho
or what will control Ilicir p)assions?-(tlie
sovereign people have passions)- what will
regulate their interests?-(all interests arc net
coimmon)-so thiat thcy will do no vrong, So
that province will not jar against province, so
that hie strong will net oppress the weak ?

Tie Constitition-the Act of Confederation ?.
Bah I It is ic property of tie people ; they

take care of it; they amsend it as.they please,
It cannot, it does not, sistain popular liberty.
Under it, a minority is crielly persecited lin
one province, and confusion reigns rampant in

another.
Education?
As it obtains wviti us it is godless. It is

controlled by thle people, and we arc trying to
find sonething te control thei.

The Press ?
Worse still. Mighty lever as it is called, it

does not mould public opinion. It is thc slave
of the people, a vile panderer te their preju-
(ices, their passions, and tleir vices.

What remains ?
Religion. Religion* alone cani ditcet and

control a people, whetlher considered individu-
ally or collectively. AUl Christian communities
admit this trutli in thcory, but few care to
profit by it in practice. Religion i There are
a thousand different forms of religion I There
are ; but nine hundred and nincty-ninc are
classed under the gencral teri of Protestanstisn,
and the eus renaining, outnumbering all other
in adhierents, is called the Catiolie Church.

Well ; does our trust lie in Protestantismn ?
God forbidi It is a mere tool in the hands

of the people. Far froms controlling the peo-
pe, it is controlled by them ? Far froin sus-
taining popular liberty, it is at the iercy of
the caprices of the individiual. It was born li
revolution, iL exists by rovolution, and revolî-
tion by iL. Protestantisn of a certaiity doesi
not n îsvcr.


