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No. 1.

TESTIMONY OF STATESMEN, JURISTS,
PHILOSOPIERS AND OTHERS

AGAINST TIIE DEATIL PUNISHMENT.

The lollowing valuable collection of opi-
nions relative to Capital Punishment we take
from the columns of the Universulist TWaich~
man, published at Montpelier, Vermont :—

‘ Sanguinary laws are a bad symplom of
the distemper of any State, or at least of its
weak constitution. Life is the immediate
gilt of God to man, which neither he can
resign nor can it be taken from him, unless by
the command of him who gave it.*>—Blad:-
stone.

¢ Let there be no rubties of blood.”>—Lord
Bacon.

“ Crimes are more efleciually prevented
by the certainty than the severity of punish-
ment.’— Becearia.

“Buclris the situation of the majority of

- malefactors, that their existence is” only a

melancholy combination of all kinds of
wretchedness.  In all such cases, then, the
dread of death has been ineffectual.””— Ben-
tham.

‘« The laws of the carly Christians prohi-
bited their adjudging capital punishunent,*—
DMilman’s Flistory, p. 356.

¢1 shall ask for the aholition of capital
punishment until [ have-the infallibility of
Luman judgment demonsirated to me’7—
Lafuyetie.

¢ The system (capital punishment) is wor-
thy only the rudest savages, barren in expe-
dients, and pursuing their object by the short~
est cowrse.”—Dr. Sonthwoud Smith.

¢ Whatever is worlhy to be loved for any-
thing, is worthy of preservation. - Blacks and
gibbets are the neayest objects with legis-
Iators, and their business is never with liopes
and virtnes.”>—ZLaador.

“1 am of opinion that hangine is an ad-
vantage ouly to the executioner who is paid
for putling men to death 'y if punishments are
intended for the benefit of society, they
should be uselul to society.”?—Monfuigne.

“T believe every thiel will confess that
he has sometimes ventured upon capital
crimes, becanse he knew that those whem
Lie injured would rather connive at his escupe
than cloud their minds with the lorrors of
his death.””—Dr. Samuel Johnson.

“1t were to be wished that iustead of cut-
ting away wretches as useless, that we tried
the restrictive arts of government. We
should then find that few minds ave so buse
as that perseverance cannot amend ; that
man may see his last crime without dying
ior it,>? ete.—Dr. Goldsmith.

-¢ We cannot be too cautions in depriving
our fellow-crestures of that which God alone
can give, and which, it seems 10 me, he
alone has the right 'to take away.—Dr.
Hooper,

‘It is vain to suppose that jurors will en-
force laws whicl are répuenin to the best
feelings of our nature.”’— Canning. -

“Itis most disereditable to any men in-
trusted with power, whenthe governed tarn
round upon their governors and say, Your
laws are so eruel or so foolish that wo e~
not and will not act wpon them.?>—Lord
Lrougham.

““‘The power over humun life is the sole

rerogative of Him who gave it. FHaman

aws, therefore, rise in rebellion agninst
tlis “prerogative, when they transfer it to
other hands.»>—Dr, Rush.

“ Laws which inflict death for murder are,
in.my opinion, as uuchristian as those which
justify “or tolerate revenge.~—Dr. Benj.
Franklin. ’

¢ In iy ey visits to Newsate T had

- formed no opinion upon eapital punishments 3
* bur'iny intercourse with the prisoners led to

didecided conviction of their evil tendency.”?
—=Llizabeth Fry. ce

% Let him who advocates the taking the
lifdof an'agaressor, first show that all other
means of safely arve vain ; then he will have
adduced an argurent in favor of taking life,

which will not: indeed be ‘conclusive, but.

which will approach nearer to couclusiveness
than @iy “thut has yet been adddeed.”—
Dymond,

¢ Pellow-citizens,—Your invitation to me
ta attend the anniversary meetings of the
Natioual and of the Rew York State Bocicties
for the Abolition of Capital Panislinent, is
duly reccived.  Under civeumstanees whieh
would admit of my atlendaucee, it wounld give
me great pleasure to meet you aud the miny
humane citizens who'will be in your city on
that noble occasion. My heart is with you.”
—Richurd 3L Johnson. :

“The principal, and in truth the only
plausible ground, whichadvoeates for capital
punishments endeavor to derive a right to
1o inflict them, is the anthority of the Saered
Scriptures.  But as the laws of Moses were
merely local in their opevation, it is vain to
attempt to justily enpital pnnislnnent under
their anthority. —Elishe Williams.

¢ Thow shalt nel £ill,> and € Thhoso shed-
deth man’s blood by man shall his Wood be shedy?
are laws found in the code of that people,
who, althoushdisposed and distrncted, trace
their history to the Creation. The fivst of
these pracepts constitutes a tenth part of the
jurispridence which God saw it to establish
for the government of all mankied, through
all senerations.  The latter, of less uuiversal
obligation, is still retained in onr system,
althougty other States, as intelligent and re-
fined, as seeure and peacelul, Lave substi-
tuted for it the more benimn principle that
sood shull be returned for ovil.>— W illiam 1L
Seword.

“The experience of maukind has fully
proven, that a largely biloody code of laws
has not been the most eflectual to prevent
crime; while the growing objuctions to
eapital punishment, and the positive refusal
of juries to gonvict, in many instances, warn
us that somd other remedy onght to be tried.”
—Cassius M. Clay. ; c

“The Stute teaches men to kill. If you
destroy 'the gallows, yon cairvy one of th
strong outposts of the Devil.?—T%eodore
Larker.

¢ it affords me muach pleasure to observe
that my own views on capital punishments
are the theme of the best men ol our nation,
I have, in every legislature of which I have
becn amember, pressed the subject, and used
every effort, publicly and privately to redeem
my country from this barbarous sin. As ap
advocate, I have neverreceived a fee for the
prosecution of one capitally charged, and
without reward T have defended, almost to
the utter prostration of my bealth, nine-tenths
of the capital cases of my circuit. ~ Asa judge,
I have condemned a convict to death, only Lo
besiege the executive chamber, several hun-
dred miles from the court, to obtain his pardon.
No vanity prompts that statement. No dis-
couragements, no scofl’ nor scorn, so help me
God, shall tum me back. If there is % God
in Justice, so alsois therea God in Merey.?>—
Judge Portery Prof. of Luw in Univ. of Alu.

“As it is now perfectly well established
that the private ¢ avenger?’ stays his hand
the more readily when the law ceases to deal
vengeance, and thatthe subject reveres God’s
image in his fellow man the more devoutly
when the law displays no longer to his view
its wholesale slaughters 5 as it is proved that
we need not vielale the Divine command—
Tnov suarr xor Kinn, in order to protect
sociely against the increase of crime; nay,
that the bleod we shed will but cause the shed-
ding of more blood, in an endless, vicious pro-
gression, is it not natural to pause, and in-
quire whether the struggle of onc of our fel-
low-creatures is a spectacle of so great a moral
beauty, such an exercise of the finer feelings
of nature, that society must provide for iis
occasional exhibition, a choice and privale
exhibition, now, even at the expense’of the
infinite evils which flow from it, as implicitly
as crime begets crime 2°*—Rober! Rantoul, Jr.

¢ 'The innocent and the insane have sulfercd
on the gallows ; and although this was not in-
tended yet'the best men in society upheld the
State in inflicting the punishment of death,
It is unfortunate, said they, if any bat the
guilly sufler ; but this punishment is hecessary
and righiful, and the State must be earefmlin
determining the question of guilt. Now, if it
should turn out that this mode of punishment
is- neither necessary mnor rightful, then the
sooner a Stale abstains from the murder of its
prisoners, and declares by the constitution that
it will so abstain, the sooner will it approach

the standard of rightful government.”>—FE. P.
Lluriburt.

“The time has passed when criminals were
looked upon as bound to make an alonement
for their offences, a3 if man should atope to
man, and not alone lo God. Tt is for us to
imitate God rather in his merey than in his
judgment*—Judre Edmonds.

¢ Gladly would [ co-operale with any so-
ciety whose objeet should beto promote the
abolition of every forin by which the life of
man be voluntarily taken by his fellow crea-
ture, man. T do heartily wish and pray for
the suecess of your efforts to promote the abo-
lition of capital punishment.”—J. Q. Adams.

“Thank God that [ have lived to see the
time whep the great truth at last begins to
find an utterance from the deep heart of man-
kind, earnest and clear, that all revenge is
crime 17— hiltier,

i ¢ Upon the practical abolition of the punish-
ent of death, totally and without reserve,
my views coincide with the advocates of the
measure.?—0* Conngll.

“ “Time and refiection have confirmed the
opinion cherished by me for many years, that
in our country at least, no just cause exists
for the infliction of death punishment, aad that
its abolishment will heveafter be looked upon
as evidence of the moral character of nations,
as they successively shall blot it from their
crithinal codes.”>—Vice- President Dullas.

“I have been about thirly years in the
ministry, and have never yet discovered that
the founder Christianity has delegated to man
any Tight o tuke away the life of his fellow
wman.?’—Futher Mathew.

_““What a lamentable thing it is to sce so
many Christian men and women strangled on
tl‘mTt cursed lree, the gallows.—Sir Edward
Cokz, - B

# Atthe present day, the infliction of capital
punishment is mainly ‘confined to the crime
of murders and it is on that aceount that the
chief difficulty is presented against its abo-
lition, It wiil not, however, take many words
to show, that if capital punishment i$ unsui-
table as a remedy for other descriptions of
crime, it is, above all, the most unfit to he
applied as a corrective in the case of homi-
cide 27 B, Sanpsoit.

“I have considered the subject (capital
punishmenty long, patiently, and carcfaily,
ou Bible principles, and T have deliberately
adopted the opinion that the death penalty
ought to be abolished.”—Rep. Jumes Murphy,
D. D. (Dutch Reformed )

“ Those who think that the law which takes
away human life should be abolished, contend
that this law conflicts with the spirit of the re~
ligion of Jesus Christ, and that it is not in ac-
cordance with his precepts.®—Iev, Hosca
Bdllow (Unicersalist.)

¢ The time is coming when it will be seen
that itis not our duty to hang men, nor ne-
cessary to do so for our own security, And
when that time comes, and the gallows shall
be aholished, we shall look back upon it with
the same horror with which we now regard
the auto-da-fe, or the trial by torture; and
our children will be astonished that such bar-
baritics could have been so long tolerated in
Christendom.”—Nev, Jus. F. Clurke, (Uni-
larian.)

“ The difficully of procuring capital con-
victions is increasing; and it is confidently
anticipated that capital punishments must
cease iu this country, if for no other reason,
because they cannot be carried into effeet.?—
Prof. T. C. Upham, D. D., Bowdvin Col.,
(Orthodox.)

¢ We join our voice in condemnation of a
system  (capifal punishment) barbarous “and
condemnable, and al once unworthy of the
religion we ‘profess and the civilization we
boast.*>—Rew. J. Mufit, .A. M., (Methodist.)y

‘¢ When I first approached the subject, I felt
perfeetly persuaded - that the punishment of
deatli inflicted by the civil magistrate, was not
only of Divine appointment, but of universal
obligation, It has been gradually and slowly
that this persunsion has been changed. That
it is an error, I have no longer any doubt.>>—
Rev. Henry Chrisimas, 4.M., F. R. S. (Epis-
copolian.) - ‘ - :

¢ T am well pleased with the opportunity of
singning the ‘petition for.(the “abolition of
capital punishment,) I feel well persnaded

ot Christ authorizing the infliction of capital
punishment,”—fRev. B. 1\ iFeleh, D. 0. (Bup-
tist. .

“)[t behoves, and well becomes the State
of New York to take the initiative step in this
wise and sacred philanthropy—the State from
whose example and lead have already pro-
ceeded two of the greatest relorms of the age,
namely, the temperance reformation and tho
abolition of imprisonment for debt; the State,
too, that has given ‘birth to many noble sons
who have advocated this reform, (the abolition
of capital punishment,) of whom two alone
need here be referred to—a Tomprixs and
Levingston ; and fo whose memories no
worthier monument could be erccted by a
proud and grateful country, thau the proposed
law. =’ Sullivan’s Report.

SOME MEN ARE UNITARTANS WITII-
OUT KNOWING TIHAT TIIEY ARE,

[From the New York CurisTIAN INQUIRER.]

In 1821 the controversy between Unitarians
and "Frinitarians wag perhaps, at its height,
Those of your readers, who had at that time
attained adnlt age, need not be reminded how
bitler that coutroversy was, at least on one
sids.

I had just then left the Divinity School at
Cambiidge, and came to New-York to preach
to the Church then recently gathered in the
ncat little chapelin Chambers street.  Ieould
fill the sheet, that now lies before me, with
an account ol things that were said and done
by the Octhodox, while I was in your city,
that evinced the suspicion or dread with
which they had brought theniselves to regard
Unitatians. “And yet it was not unfrequently
thie ‘case, in thatday, that we met with intel-
ligent’ men in the-bosom of “the: so-called
Evangelical Church, who, could they be pre=
vailed upon to venlure a statement of their
faith in ‘their own language, not using the
words of their creed, would {find themsclves
declaring opinions very much in accordance
with those denounced as heretical. Let me-
give you an example.

At the lermination of my first engagement
in Chambers street Chureh, it seemed good to
me fo occupy a few weeks, that were to
transpire hefore the commencement of my
second lerm of service, in visiting friends in
some of the Southern cities.
traveller then, and my recollections of that
journey are more distinet than of any that I
have taken since.  Questions of doubtful dis-
putation not unfrequently arose belween my
fellow travellers, which showed that the New-
England heresy had been pretly generally
heard of, though not understood.

On the morning that we started from Fred-
erickshurg, in Virginia, for Richmond, there
got mto the stage conch a gentleman between
lifty and sixty years of age, with a thought-
ful, inlelligent, but rather genial countenance.
We soon entered into conversation, which
anon became so ¢ free and easy,” that he
said with a significant intonation, “ I guess,
sit, you are from New England.?” To which
I prompily replied, ¢ T 7eckon, sir, that Iam.?
This led to & briel, but animated discussion
of the relative metits of our sectional idioms,
which ifit failed to improve the language of
either of us, evidently increased our mutual-
ly kind regards, ‘

Alter awhile, he said, « I hear there is an
important religious controversy going on in
your part of {he country.”® To which, of
course, [ assenled, at the same time exerling -
mnyself to suppress the emotion, which even
an allusion {o” the subject, at that time, very
naturally awakered in the bosom of a young
man, far away from that region where the
faith he held dear, was countenanced and de-
fended by many of the wisest and best.

The gentleman continued, I am a law-
yer, and so much occupied with the studies-
and labors of my profession, that I have little,
time for any reading, but such as appertains
to the law. I am, however, interested in re-
ligion. Trevere its authority, and acknow--
ledge. ils paramount importance. But as'L
have not had time to investigate thoroughly
the questions ir dispule between the differing
sects, I have thought it more fair’ for ‘me not
fo read the publications of ecither ‘side. 1

|that there is nothing contained in the gospel

:know not that I have ever.read a controver=

) e
I was a young

-
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