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,apd not to two or three.

,Joft with the multitude — the church.
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Origimyl  Conteibmtiong,

ONCE MORE.

Allow me, Bro. editor, tu say a fow more words
on majorities, and I will promise you nover to mar
the columns of THE CHRISTIAN again with this
question.

Tho only way to sottle any question rightly is to
discusa it frooly and kindly, and to keep within the
bounds of reason, and not get into tho regions of
* hot blood.” It is not always best to bo too sure
in our ideas and notions, Cromwoll’s advice to
the framers of the Westminstor Confession of
Faith was good: ** Brothron, I bescoch you in thd
mercy of God bolieve it possible you are mistaken.'
Our words and deeds should ba liko the ark-sent
_doveo that returns from the troubled wators bearing
the green olive branch of peaco 2o the soul. Iy
should be our aim to say somothing-on this as well
as on o;her‘ questions that will not *¢freeze .th
gonial current uf the soul,” but rather molt whnt?
evor frost and ico may be, in our natures.

If wo_ find a person. whom wo suppose is noé
sound in the faith wo should not condemn hin,
aud consider him . “innovator,” but rather fols

_lowing the noble example of Paul, who loved an

praised his Thessalonian brethren for their duVO-:
tion to the cause of Christ — * their work of faith
and labor of love and patience of hope™ — not«
wuhstandmg ‘horo was something deficient or un'
sound in their faith. For this renson ho was vory
anxious to see thom, “ that he might perfect that
yvhlch was lacking in their faith ® I, Thess, iii: 10

We must have clear and honest facts when wq
attompt to let the light on to any subject. Un-
qualified denials will never convince any one, unless
itis to convinco them that we have no facts. To
framp our position with blank denials aad unkind
thrusts can never cover our error, byt *‘all the
more it. seeks to hido itself the bigger bulk it is,”

We said ,in. a former article that * there cuuld
not ba found a church that was not governed by.
majontles in matters that are not legislated upon
in the_scriptures, and that the reason no such
churqh could be found among us was, because no
such .church could oxist.” The denial of this has
no weight whatever unlegs substantiated by facts,
Such a church must be produced bofore the denial
can have any force or bearing on the question..
Not to gove.1 by majorities is to put within the
-power of one person, bo he.pastor or elder, to con-
trol the affaira of a church, which would at once
establish the rule of tyranny such as is found within
the Rowman hierarchy. This groat brotherhood is
invited to bow its neck and becomo sorvants.to the
opiniona and notiona ¢f any.minority that may uee
tit to moynt the throne of. opinions: and ¢ crack
the whip "} .of. authority. Our love of truth, and
our intezest in the.grard -ploa of the Christian
brotherhood are- toa.great to ellow this minority
axe laid.at the very root of tho reformation. To
see how ‘utterly destructive of the churches this
minority rule, or. “one man power is, we only

Jpoed look at the lato revelation of tho cause of

Ohbrist in one of the counties of Texas. Where
there were nine churches now there is only one !
It is aald that this ‘‘ majority rule” is not

“ hinted at i in the New Testament.” This is ecasy

"to say, but awfully hard to believe. W find that

.in the apostles’ days, when the church needed

deacons, it was left with the church to chose thom,
The apostles, no doubt,
might haye chosen them, but thoy boing Dleased
with good common sense did not consider it beat
to choose thom in that way. It was, therefore,
After the
deacons were chosen the apostles laid their hands
on them. Other places could bo produced where
suck like work was left to tho church and not tq-

the few. 1f a ohurch to-day needs a doacon he is
choen in like manner — after tho apostolic ordor.
Let the preachor or older arrogate the right, or
prerogative, to attend to this kind of work without
the wieh or judgment of the church, and very soon
he would be :invited to step duwn and out. I am
safe in saying, wo have no such churches among us
in these Provinces who would atcop to any such
folly. Our elders are men with good senso in their
heads and tha love of tho cause in their hearts.
Tet an eldor toach or introduce somothing that
others thought unseriptural, and sece how quickly
he would be branded ‘‘unsound " an'd unfit for
his position. This shows very clearly that those
who are claiming the elders should * rule” want
themselves to be the judges of how they should
rulo and of what is right and seriptural, [t is trué
that the elders are to rule, but not as lords over
God’s heritage but as tho servants of the church,
and in porfect harmony with the church.

Anothor donial of a fact as plain as the shining
sun is, that our schools are not governed bya
majority. While it is true that tho childron have
nct a part in the government, it is not true that
the school is uot govorned by a majority. How
did Mr. A. got his school? By a majority of the
trustees, two were for him and one against him.
How did the trustees got their appointment? By
o majurity of the school moeting, ete., etc. Let
tho teacher violato tho laws that are laid down,,
and he will soon find out that the school is ruled
by a majority, It is necdloss to say more 1 reply
to these denials that the achools and governments |.
are controlled by majorities, as the mere child can.
sco that the statoments lack ¢ the essential ele-
ment.” It is an unfortunate woakness, however,
to assume that the majorities in our churches are
boys and girls, in order to bring an odium upon
wajorities. Nothing could ba farther from the
truth, And what is still weaker, not to uwse a
stronger term, is to insinuate that our young men
and women in the churches are * frivolous,”
‘“jgnorant,”  ‘‘vain,” ¢light-top,” ¢ fickle,”
“ worldly,” ‘of unborn graces and ungrown
piety,” ‘*and from the Babylonish camp.” 1
exceedingly regrot that any young pcople are the
subjoects of such implacable disgust. Lot us sing,
brethren, ‘¢ Hark, from the tomb a doleful sound."”
How can any one help being in the dark who sits
in such a shadow? But we will leave this dark
picture with the old trite saying, * that whoever
accuses others of corruption will be sure to con-
vict only one.” Let me scatter a little wheat
among this chaff by giving my experience among
our young people. I have been among all our
ohurches in these Provinces, and. kuow our young
people well, and I can trutbfully say, they are
worthy the respect and confidonce of the churches;
and as we said in the October CaristiaN: *f Our
hearts rejoice over the noble band of young men
and women who aro so graudly filling the places of
those who are drepping out of our ranks,” Our
Bro., W. S. Freeman, who wrota so concisely on
““ majoritics ”’ is one of our young men, who is an
honor to his profession and to the church. Our
troubles, and innovations, and corruptions do not
come from our young brothren, but from those
who have lost the purity and piety of their
youth,

1 want to extend my hand ¢ with my heart in't.”
in commendation of the following: **We find
there is satill wvoed — urgent need —that we
earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered to the saints. The faith hero meaus tha

gospe! in all ite parts. It includes the provisions
which the Lord has mado, tho directions ho has
given for ruling in fhe churches.” Italics mine,
‘These are true, sound words If over there was
a noed that thp lqvers of pure Christianity shonld
use their tongnes and pens in behglf of the trutl,
now is that timo of need, I have space only to

with the other.”

mention a fow things that aro beinz ignored and
climinated from the Christianity of tho Biblo.
Weo lovk firat at the commission, in whioh
wo find the commandment: ‘‘Go into Awn the
world and proach the gospal to ewcry oreature.”
This commandmont is second to nono in the
‘* direotions given to the churches.,” To. neglect
this is & manifest departure from ** the {aith.” To
give our attention to only a portiou, and a very
sinall portion, of the world is to ignore the plain
teaching of the Bible, as it ia into ArL the world
the gospol is to be sont and not a part of it. Here,
then, ia ono essential truth that should be most
earnestly contended for, lest wo depart from the
faith, 1t becomes us to bo very careful that wo
keop tho commandments before we counderan
another, a8 it was only the man who was not guilty
who was alluwed to throw the stone.

Wo also find in the dircctions which govern our
own OChristian life tho imnportant duties of love,
patienco and kindness. We are commanded to
‘ put away ovil speaking;” ¢ to apeak evil of. no
man;” ‘“to bo of tho sume mind;” ‘““to let the
miod be in us that was in Christ Jesus;” *“ not to
judge ono another;” ‘‘ to bo kindly affectioned oue
to another;” *‘to be honest in the sight of all
men;”’ *“to follow peace with a}] men, snd holiness
without which no man shall seo the Lord.” The
apostlo assures us that hatred and variance, and
strife, and divisions, and such like are works of
the fiesh; and that those who do these things shall
not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. We cannot
.be too earnest in contending for tlfese essential
principles of the faith of the gospel 1t will never
do for us to destroy the 12th chapter of Romaus in
our contentions for the 2ad chapter of Acts.

While we see the need of defendiug the truth,
wo geo also juat as great a need of comstruction.
We lose sight of the important difference botween
defending the truth aud establishing it. 'Nehe-
miah’s men defended their position and built the
walls of the city. Our defepce of the.truth is
worthless unless we are bunilding up tho cause of
God. We need, therefore, to sprak-tho truth, and
live the truth. Some one has said that *‘ he who
gives good advice huilds with one hand and he
who gives good advice and good exampl\p builds
with both hands; but ho who gives good advice and
poor example builds with ono hand and pulla dawn

Let us build with boih hands. Wo muqti;l;pvo
the gospel in onr hearts, apd in our words, and, jn
our looks as well 3s in our heads, IV is when the
“world can see and feel the beatitndes of Christi:
anity that they will acgept jt. .May we loye. the
truth, and defend it, and live it, with head, heart,
hand, pockot, and not spend our time in steadying
the Lord’s ark.” .

¢ In all things essential unity, in non.cssentials
liberty; in all ahke sweet gharity.”

_ H. Mugrav.

FA'ITH.
BY E. 0. FORD.

There is no one principle taught in the Blblo of
greator importance, and more central in our
religion than that of faith, In the, patriaxchal as
woll as in the Jewish ago it was-a condition and
wmeans of salvation. And so alao in the Christian
age. °¢ Without faith it is impossible to_pleage
God;” ‘*‘for whatover is not of faith is sin.”
Neither can vne como to God and enjoy the.great
salvation but by faith; “‘for he that comes to Him
must delieve that He is; and that he is the.rewarder
of them that diligently seek him.” ‘¢ Therofors,
being Jusuﬁod wo hnve peace with God thro.lgh
Jesug Christ onr Iwra. A pnnclplo 20 vital, ard
upon which uur eternal mterost do onds, ghoul
regeive our wost eapnest and caret}l)xl conaxdera-
tion.




