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ARE BUSINESS PROFITS TOO LARGE!? tion and accumulution.

Attempts at co operation thus far have
generally shown a8 strowg if not fatal
tendency to failure because of the diflt .
culty of commandiog the requisite skill
and faithfulness in management. Co-
operstorsare not witling to pay the price
for service which their buslaess needs in
order too succeed. They always stand on
the theary that the men who counduct:
great enterprises get too much for doing |
the busiuess and operatives too little. In|
course of time, and usually not very loug |
time, their scheme goes down. This is
because in the nature of things no hired
person on a salary of fixed amount will
all the time keep his wits alive and study
into the amall hours of the night devising
ways and means to make money for
other people. They propose in their con.
stitution to take from capital and skill a
portion of the profit that has usually been
accorded to them and give it to labor; but
after thousands of experiments ducing
forty or more years of good business in
this country there is hardly & slogle case
of such undoubted success as towarrant
the assertion that demonstration of
fessibility has been attained. The cotn-
bined skill of all the co-operatorain halfa
century has produced no concern of
magnitude. The almost uniforn failures
seem to prove that great management
must have great compensation, and in
endeavoring to get the skill without the
pay the co operatory’ dream has come to
naught.

Now, this is equivalant to saying that
the world finds its business can be done at
less cost than by co operation. The latter
fails because it is undersold and unable to
compete with auch skill asges the better
pay. Had Commodore Vanderlilt been
content with the salary of a steamboat
captain he would never have developed
inth a great busine<s man and railroad
maunager. The prospect of great emolu-
ment brought into exercisc great powers,
so that he cheapened transportion in an
astonishing degree and yet made money
to an astonishing amount. The pcople
who saved four or five dollars in a round
trip between Boston and New York, and
the people who got their barrel of rlour
twenty-five vents less because Bie ran a
railway to Chicago, enjoyed the sen-
sation at that time, but, wlen they saw
his fortunc, could not refrain from tears
to think of the mercitess roboery they
suffered at his hands., The thing hap-
pened and succecded, not because Vander-
bilt was a robber, butby virtue of his
Rriving better terms to people who had
totravel and had to cat bread. His in.
ducenients were such that he got the
business. Suppose he and some others of
the same kind of enterprise had not come
upon thestsge, what would have been the
result? Evidently the old ways of busi-
ness would have continued. We would
still be poing to Buflalo on canal boats
and creeping along the strects of our
cltles in dilapidated oninibuses, still be
doing our jourucying in stage coaches
over dusty roxds and tedious hills at a
ereat sacritice of time, money, comfort
and streng h.

The coterpriscof the mnoney makers has

profited eversbody else by exciting produc-

The money
makers have taken pay, not out of labor,
but out of the increased production and

Individuals have sometinmes sutfered. ‘e
omnibuges were killed when the horse ear
came, aud A. ‘1. Srewart did the business
of a huundred smatl shopmen; but the
people ac largze saved time in getting
where they were compelled to go In one
case, aud got what they wanted at less
cost In the other. The street railroad makes
ten times the money that the stage did,
and the people save money and time. The

)
people can do better by buying of Stevart, |

and therefore they Luy. They enriched
him to the tune of thirty millions, clean
caslt. ‘This is a great fuct ; but it Jdoes ot
show gmreat robbery. It may show the
very opposite.

Stewart was in business for about forty

PROTECTIVE DUTIES,

It {4 understood that prior to the next

I savings which their efforts have secured. meeting of Parliament the Governmeut

propose to conslder the principles and the
“faterests involved i the taritl, the object
being not to, in any way, increase the bur-
dens which it imposesdupou the consuniers
of manufactured urticles, the idea being
i that any brawch of Cinadian production
which cannot live uunder the protection
now atfurded is unworthy of being con.
tinued, was in fact of premature birth and
ijs unabie to live. It 1y, indeed, said to be
the wish of the Government as a whole to
reduce as far as possible the exist:ng
duties 2 a¢ not to give the people reason
to groan under their burdens as the
' people of the United States are now doing
undertheoppressive MeKanley tavifT,whose
' sole efleet has been to mukethe rich richer

years, and for many years sold twenty and the poor poorer.

wiillions of good« per year. lad he sold
but fititeen millions per year at a profit of
five per cent., and invested the protit with
his usual sagacity, he would have been
worth more than thirty millions at the end
of kis forty years. That he left but thirty
millions proves that his profit wa< mnot
over five per cent. on theaverage. The
anargin for labor to gain from is, there
fore, in the neighborhood of five per cent.,
because Siewart has proved that the ordi
nary man can not part with more than
that and continue business. In other
words, Yusiness stops when the margin
goex down much below that rate.

There are some lines of business in
which the profit is at tinies more than five
per cent., but, in the long run, the average
can not amount to more than that. Com.
petition increases from year to year, and
profits tend downseard all the tinie § conse-
quently, ittakes inore talent and energy to
make fortunes now than it did a few years
ago. It is not so casy for a laborer to
become a boss as it formerly was; and as
the chances for rising to tosshood grow
1ess, thie hatred of bosses increases,  This
is a symptom of dircontent, and an evi-
dence of the unrcesonableness of the
philosophy which is at the the hottom of
the schewmes for relief. Ca;gml must be
paid, skill must be paid, and, il they are
cach paid but two per cent. of the aceruing
profits, one per cent. only remains for
1abor to get as its share ; and this to the
laborer whose wages are one dollar 2 day
would amount to but three dollars per
year. That issomething, to be sure, brt
as a2 means of clevating the laboring
classes is of no account.- ~J. R. Maun, in
the LDopndeasr Scirntee Monthly for No-
vember.

Goods that are in brisk demand pzy the
best profit.  Such asaccumulate dust may
be miarked at a heavy advance on cost, but
they are not profit gathcrers. Large
sales, quick rcturns, ample profits follosw
the salc of goods that move briskly. There
is an art in makinagaods whichordinarily
move slowly go out [recly. Some articles
aclt themeelves, but most lines need puski.
ing. Fancy groceries are ax fond of public
admiration as a vain perron.  Why then
place them out of sight on rear shiclves or
unconspicuous places? Keep them where
people are forced tosce them.

As concerns  British  Columbia, we
notice that the «pecial clatms of our
miners to have their tools and machinery
brought in free of duty are again being
advocated. Thik, it is claimed, would
not be an injustice 10 any onc while it
would allow bim the u-e of all his capital
to develop his mines.  In this instance it
18 urged that the taking off the duty
would form just as cffective a mode of
protection as putting it on as inothers.
Against this idea it has been urged by a
newspaper  correspondent that ‘“we
ought to give ourselves a chance first” and
this declaration is supplemented by the
remark, °Ikaew fora fact, thoughinuno
way conunected with them, that the B, C.
Iron works, of Vancouver, are going in
heavily for the maaufacture of mining
machinery. It is the slight fmpost of
duty that wiill enable thery to do this,
They cmploya great many men, atd with
the development of the wmining country
will probably cmploy still more. Besides
others may wish to assist in that way in
our development—at any rate, the chance
is there, but take the duty ofl' and this
infant industry is throttled right there.”

This is all very well, on the general
peinciple, but when there is onsy the one
coucern interested, the effect might be
‘lo Laiid up s monepoly that would do
'Jjust as much to handicap mining as does
the existing diffi~ulty on accovnt of the
hign duties at present fmposed on the
winers plant and outfit. Our true pro-
tection i< for the present free trade in
mining machinery, and Ly reason of our
distant and isolated pusition free trade
in most of the acticies that we can secure
is the policy that ought 0 apply.

————
RThe mortuary returns for Teronto for
the month of November show a decrease
of 35 compared twith the corresponding
month last yexr.

The distress amang the large number of
idlc sailors in the port of San Fraucisco
has driven many of them to illicit meansof
subsistence aund petty thefts from the
boarding -houses are daily reported.

The very opposite of the experd-
cences of Victeria, the public market
‘at New  Westminster i3 declared
,to be an  unqualified =success. But
,here we depend on the Chinamen.  There
the Fraser Rivers farmers are their pur.
veyors.,




