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gists, together with o very large con-
course of citizens, mnking one of the
largest funernls ever seen in this city, A
large number of floral wreaths from
friends as well as from the Medical Stu-
dents’ Association, from the Pharmaceuti-
cal Association, and the St. George's
Snow Shoe Club, of which he was an ac-
tive member. 1 am sure the heartfelt
sympathy of all will tlow out to Mus,
Neelands and two children who mourn
tho loas of husband and father.

The quarterly mecting of the Manitoba
Pharmaccutical Council was held in their
rooms in Winnipeg, on Thursday, 13th
ult. Present—J. I, Howard, president,
in the chair, G. W, McLaren, of Mor-
den; B. N. Canniff; of Portage I
Prairie ; E. Casselman, of Fmerson ; C.
Flexon and 4. C. Gordon, Winnineg, A
large amount of business was transacted.

The semi-annual examinations were
held on the 12th and 13th ult. DBut fifty
per cent, of thosc presenting themselves
succeeded in obtaining the requisite num-
ber of marks.

Our druggists are beginning to hope
for a short breathing spell as the gentle.
manly commercinl travellers have nbout
all returned east. Thoy are nice fellows
and we like to meet them, but my what a
lot of time they waste for you. Think of
four drug men, two pharmaceutieal spec.
cialties, one non-secret, one patent medi-
cine, five drug sundry, one plaster and
one truss man, ull spending » week with
you.

Mr, Martin, of Regina, has moved into
his new store in which he is able to dis-
play his large stock to advantage.

W. W. Bole, of Moosejaw, is about
to move into the store he has just com-
pleted. He will have comfortable quar-
ters and the luxury of a handsomely fit-
ted store.

John Dawson, late of Dawson, Bole &
Co., is about to open a drug store in
in Regina.

Prince Edward Island Notes.

Mr. George Ii. Hughes, of the Apothe-
caries’ Hall, has purchased the stock and
book debts of the drug store at Victoria
lately owned by Mr. J. C. Milford, who is
back again at the Apothecaries’ Hall in
succession to Mr. Chas. Hughes who is
managing the branch business at Victoria.

Mr. E. Heflfer, traveller for Messrs.
Lyman, Sons & Co,, is lying dangerously
ill at the Hotel Davies and grave doubts
are felt as to his recovery.

Mr. W, C. Blundell is soliciting orders
for Messrs. Kerry, Watson & Co. in place
of Mr. D. Watson who is laid up ill at
Shediac, N. B.

Busy people never like to disturb a
merchant when he is swapping yarns with
 loafer.

The best judge of human nature is the
person who can vead his own face in the
looking gluss.

Notes From England.

(From owr own Correspondent.)

Some very strong terms were recently
applicd at the opening ceremony of the
School of Pharmacy of the Pharmaceuti-
cal Society by Dr. Ernest Hart, editor of
Zhe British Medical Journal, upon pro-
prictary medicines in general and secrot
remedies in particular.  He maintained
that prescribing and dispensing would, as
arts, soon disappenr owing to the whole of
the work being practically done for phy-
sicians by the wholesale druggists and
nnnufacturing chemists,  Of course, this
is » ridiculous exaggeration and I only re-
fer to it to point out the small amount of
underlying teuth.,  Recent years have un-
questionably produced » vast number of
compound medicinal bodies which are
prepared in laborntories by skilled chowm.
ists and foisted upon the medical market
as n speculative business, The principal
part of these come from Germany and
those who receive them with open arms
are the medical men, Tt is a fact beyond
ail digpute that pharmacists would not
encourage this craze if the medical men
did not order the articles, which frequent-
ly only overload the chemists’ shelves and
augment his bad stock, Conservative
medical men are not extinet, as [ remem-
ber calling upon onc¢ of our medical bar-
onets not long ngo and having to sit and
listen for the best part of & quarter of an
hour to an indignant protest against new
remedies generally, What I had done to
descrve it I cannot imagine, as I had only
called to draw his attention to the fact
that he had omitted the directions from &
prescription. Physicians have the matter
of prescribing entirely in theirown hands
and can please themselves, which is more
than the unfortunate druggist can do.

The modern treatment of myxwdema is
instructive as a record of the progress of
medical science. The disease, which is
one of the most obstinate to combat, is
accompanied with tumor-like swellings on
the trunk and extremities, and as anatow-
ical examination has shown on post-mort-
em the complete destruction of the thy-
roid. This imwmediately suggested that
the destruction of the thyroid produced
myxadema, and an attempt was made to
graft the thyroid gland of the sheep into
the peritoneal cavity. This suggestion
was made by Prof. Victor Horsley, F. R.
S.,, and was cartied into effect by Von
Eiselsberg and also by M. Lannelongue.
Distinct improvement followed, but after
a time it was found that the engrafted
thyroid was absorbed and thus gradually
destroyed. The matter was then dropped
as it was feared that no success could
permanently accrue by this method.
Quite recently interest has been excited
again in the subject by the announcement
that a glycerine solution of the crushed
thyroid gland injected subcutaneously has
all the desired effects. This has now
been succeeded by a further communica-
tion by another medical man that if the
gland be minced finely and gently cooked

the result is quite equal to the injection
method. It would alinost appear prob-
able that this gland will be ultimately
found lo possess a ferment such as pep-
sin, but having specitic action upon the
mucous or pus cottained in the swollings
so distinctive of myxwdema,

The Lanoline—or as they prefer to
call it, Lanolin—proprictors are taking
action agninst more than one English
firm for infringing their patent, as it is
alleged, in purifying wool fat. It appears
that several samples of wool fat in vari-
ous stages of purification have recently
been offered to the principal wholesale
druggists. Most of theso probably e¢m-
anate from Germany, but one firm-here
is supposed to have obtained the crude
fat and to have purified it themselves. It
is hardly possible that the proprietors of
Lanolin have been able to do more than
patent their method of puritication and
register the name, although it seems as if
they claimed to have patent rights to the
use of puritied woo! as an ointment. I
have had an opportunity of examining
one or two of these so-called purified wool
fats and must say that the article in each
case was in no way very creditable, One
was hard and tough, faintly alkaline and
smelling strongly of chloride of lime which
had evidently Leen employed to bleach
the fat with. Another was of better con-
sistence, but strongly acid, and examina-
tion showed that either oleic acid had
been added or had not been removed dur-
ing the purification. Besides the Phar-
macopweia tests for either hydrous or an-
hydrous wool fat, it may be as well to de-
termine the specitic gravity at 100° C,
and the iodine absorption and saponifica.
tion equivalent. This, in the case of
Lanoline, I have found to be about .899
at 100° C, the iodine absorption (Hubl’s
method) to be equivalent to about 38 and
the saponification with potash equal to
10.3 per cent. or equivalent 544,

The Pharmacopeia has probably de-
signedly left the door open to the intro-
duction of purified wool fat, other than
Lanoline, if the product should equal the
latter in purity and other characters So
far, however, it may confidently be stated
that no preparation has yet been placed
on the market that will answer these re-
quircments,

Considerable interest has lately been
taken in the position of bromine and the
bromides. Most of the readers of THE
CaNaDIAN Drucaist are aware that until
the last year the bromine market was
under the control of a syndicate represent-
ing the two countries that produce bro-
mine in quantity, viz.: Germany and the
United States. When this syndicate dis-
solved a war of rates resulted and each
threatened the other’s market. A few
shipments of American bromide did actu-
ally reach here and found purchasers, but
not to any large extent as the American
bromide contains more than the B. P.
allowance of chloride. The retort was
niade by sending several tons of European
bromide to New York, but, before it had



