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«Ths Modorn Bnusn Plutarch; or Lives of nion disunguished in the ro*
cont History of Enpland for their talents, viriues, or achiovemonts.
By W. C. Teylor, L. L. D., of Trinity College, Dublin, Author of
+ A Manual of Anciant and Mudern History.'

A xong useful and, nt the samo time, entortainiag work could scarcely bo
placed apoa tho sholf of a libeary, than sius cxcellent compend of tho irves
of thirty.eight statesmen, poots, philosophers, generals, ote., whoso names
aro familiar to us as » houschold words," yot whose historics are scldom as
well tretsured. up §2 the momory  Wo solect the follewing .—

@ Da.'Aoax CLARKE, tho mast lehned of modern eomthentators on the
Holy Scriptaro, was the son of tho parish schoolmaster of the willago of
Moybeg, i tho nonth of Ireland, whoro ho was botn about the year 1760
His narents braught lum up very harddy, accustouung tum fiom 1ntaney to
bear axpusura to the vicissiudes of tho seasops, aud (o tako ahundant cxer.
ciso in tho opetj iy, His constitution was thus gradunlly etrengthencd, and
his powors of endiirtace beeame fitted for the Inbors of s futare ite. At
school-lus early, progress was very slow ; tus first attompts to master any
Qifficulty wera.sopentadly nsuccessful; bus ha had the dotermination to
persevere, and whagevor Lo peguired he attopward retained,  He was pos.
sionately fond of rexiding, and devoted all the time hie could spare from
achaol, or the labors of tho farm, (o devouring cvery book of amusement or
instruction on which he could Iny his iand.  When he was about the ugo
of mixteen, the preaching of Mr. Barber, g zealous and intelligont member
of the Mcihodist conncction, produced such an cffect on ins mind, that he
embraced the doctrines of that.hody, and sbundoned tho ardinary wduigen.
cos of youth to culuvate rehigious knowledge. His intolicctuat studies wero
ugt,ncgleeted ; bo Lehioveyl that rebigion was inumately connccted with lear.
hing and scienca; ndeed, kis own expencnce taught him, every advance in
pisty was accompanied by un increased capacity for acquiring general 1n.
formation, Y

It was the intention of hia parents to put him into bosiness ; but a fnend
baving written sn necount of hiis character sod bawsuis to tha Rov. John
Wealoy, that excellent (pan offercd to receive hirs jato Kingswood School,
that he might qualify him for the cffice of a Methodist preacher.

On arriving at Lh‘o‘xFool. he very narrowly cscaped from impressinent,
and his remombrance of the danger ac bad eseaped from fmpreasment, and
Lis remembranco of the dsnger ho had escaped made him a firm opponent
of this aystem of recruving the ravy. Kingewood School was at ths time
kept by Mr. and Mre. Simpson, who were harsh, uscharitable, and soverc,
and who, consequently, wero not disposed to give a kindly welcomo to a
raw lad from thre north of Ireland, who presented himscIf ot their door, sail.
ed by travel, and having only three holf.ponco in his pocket. The harsh
treatment he 1eceived would have driven a person of weaker mind to do.
gpair ; but he endured it paticntly unul the arrival of Mr. Wesley, who
cxpressing a favorable opinion of lus ncquiremicats, led to some improve.
ment. It was at Kingswood that Clurke first commeonced his oriental stu.
dies; a half guinea, which ho picked up in the garden, and for which no

" pwaet conld be found, enabled im to purchsse a Hebrow grammar; and it
s no wonder that, when he subsequently viewed the great results of his
studies, ho was led to regard the finding of tho haltiguinca as a special in.
terposition of Providence.

In September, 1783, being only in huis eightconth year, and looking sull
youngor, Adam Clarho cutmmicnced lus carecr as an iuncrant preacher, at
Bradlued, sn Wilis.  Thuugh lus bugish sppearance was at fiest raiher un.
favorable to the cfficacy of his instrucuons, when his acquircinents began to
bo better appreciated, curiosity tvas excited to hear the youthful preacher,
and many + who came to scufl remained 10 pray.” The few muments that
gould bo eparcd from the lsburious duties of his circuit woro devoted to
$tody, unul an mjadicious assuasic blamed bim for beswowing aueauun up.
on human learning. The scruplo thus suggested withdrew the young man
for some timo from tho siudy of the ciasacs; but Mr. Westey having re.
commended him to pressrvo whatover knowledge be had acquired, he re-
sumod hisstudics with fresh.ardor. :

Tho hardships wineh juncrant proachers had to ondure at this period
wero of tha most peinful nature ; ghe salary from which they had to provide
books and tlothes was only twelve pounds per annuni; most of the congro.
gations wero poor, and many members who could nfford contributions were
very slow in rendering oid.  Besides, the Methodists were unpopular, and
tho lives of the preachors were frequontly exposed to the fury of angry mul.
ades, Adam Cilorke had a jull sharo of donges and distress, byt his {o.
bors as a preacher wero not interrupted, neither wos bis study of Libleal
litoratare discontinued. Being sent os n missionaty to the Chanaol Islands,
he obtaincd a little moro leisure than ho hod enjoyed on cireuist; he dovoted
himself to oriental studies, and his progress was truly astonishing. A litde
beforo this he had been marriod to Miss Cooko, whose gentle, affsctionats
disposition choerod him in his studics, and comforted him when he was
worry. .

In August, 1790, M. Clacke visiicd Dudlin as a delegaio to the Tush fium
the English Conférence. Whilo in the tmetropolis of his native country ho
founded tho Strangers’ Friend Sucicty, a bencvolent aad highly uscful wsi.
tution, the tales and plan of which Iiace been adopted in almun all of the
Ereateowhie of o ompite. At ths seme timoe bo beeame eager o scquire

i . — .
thé olematis of iuodical aclonco, snd having eutered himself as o student in )
@ 11§+ ﬁ i b ’; n f n . Triniy. College, hio attonded nl.; usual conrses of lectures. His proficsncy
- in theso studies was probsbly not great; but scino of the notes in his Com.
v montary display considerable knowledgs of chemistry.
' No. 7. In tho ybar 1796, Mr. Clarke, having been appointed to tho London Cir.

cuity which afforded him large literary opportunitict, began to make soflec.
tons for his Commantary. o continued this labor os opportunities offered
at tho differant p}ucca whither ho was sont, and did not relox during the
yoars 1798 and 1799, when Englend way afflicted with scarcity, and ho and
tus young family had to enduro  full §hiare of the general distross.  Iis oru.
dition began to bo geaoraily kaown, and on the formauun of the Bidle S ci.
aty ho bocame a meiaber of ibe cummivco  His csionsive kaowlidgo of
tho oriontal languages was how called into ttetivo oxercise, and his sarvices
in revising translations wero deemed so important, that an official request
was made to the Cofforenco that ho shouhrbo permitted to remaan;in Loms
don, instond of being transletred from & metrapohian to a pmv.ncm'l crcuit,
according to tho genern! rulé.  ‘This requost was of conrso graated, and his
labors of translation wero r ] with freah enorgy ; offers of temunera.
non were made him by the Bible Society, but lio refused to reccivo any re.
ward  ‘The Senate of the Univorsity of Aberdecn, however, confe rred upon
Inm the honnrary e of Doctor of Linws, without solicitation and without

* feew,

It is not our purposa to enfer into any details of Dr: Clacke's oxertions as
n Mcthodist preacher; these would only Lo Interestipg to the mombera of
that connection, and in somo cases might involve potuts of ¢ sniroversy. Wo
need anly muntog, that he wos indefatigable in the disshargo of thd datics
he had undertaken, and particularly zealons in promoting missivnary exer.
tions, both by influence and cxample. He made severnl rours i Ircland,
and always shuwed himself anxious for the spiritual welfarq of his natice
land ; hao twice visitod the remore Shotland Jsles, nnd excrted himsclf td pro.
cure spiritual nstruction fur this remoto and to somy ostent neglocted pore”
tion of the Briligh pepalation.

Having been appointed by the Commissioners of Public Records to super.
wtend the publication of the sta'n papers designed to continde Rysners Fe-
dera, Dr. Clarko exbibited lus ernical sagscity 1 dotecting the falsificationg
of historical documents ; ho complotely oxposed tho forgery of tho lciter pree .
tended to have been seat from the Chicf of the Assassgs, ory as bu was usu.
ally called in tho middle ages, the Old Mnan of tho Mountain, to Richard
Caur de Liun, which many able-writers had accepted as authentic.  His
fricnds soon ubseryed that hus labors bad becomo 100 grent for s heakh,
pod bonarably vujied in a subscnption to purcbase for bim the cstptg of
Milbrook, uear Liserpool, whuher ho retired 1o 1815,  1ere his mbkieal re.
sonrches wero connpued with such zeal and success, that several learged
bodics, 1nciuding tho Royal Hiberman Academy and tho Royat Asanuc So.
ciot), onrolicy tum among thewr momters. In 1824 he sold Mitbropk ond
rowrned 1o London, whero tho last years of hia life were spont 1n tranquil
study, onry umerrupted when hus labors abroad were nkely to advapca cha.
tity or pomotc picty. He died in Sepiember, 2, rogreited by.n widq
circle of acquatniance, and by ol who felt an 1nterest in biblical cnucism
and oricntal litcratorg.

Dr. Clarke’s great work 18 lus Commentary on.tho Bible, and it 5.0 rars
cxample of sogacity and crudion, uniformly maintamned through a work
that was the labor of yoars. No difficulty 13 ever pvaded ; where difficuines
aroee, the invesiigauons of the commontator were unwearicd, and the re.
solts honestly stawed. It cannot bo supposed that ell his conclusiuns will be
imphicily recesved ; but those who differ frum: tam most must confess, that
his oprnions wore the result of profound thought, tested by the most oxten.
sivo and Jsbotious inquiry>’

BYHLINETON LABFES ACADHUT.

THE SUMMER SESSION,
consisnng of FIFTEEN WEEKS, will commenc¢on THURSDAY,
the ELEVENTH day of MAY, 1848. .

The Princips! and Preceptress nro assisted by cight Ladies, erunently
qunlified to impart instruction in their several departments.

For full inf.rmation, attention isinvited to the Academy Circular, which
may be obtmined o application to the Principal.

The Academy Building is situated in a pleasant part of the cjty, and in.all
its arrangements and furniture, haa been fitted up with special reference tp
the health, comfort and convenience of the pupjk.

The Principal invites Ladies and Gentlemon from abroad, at their cort.

venience, to visit the Institution, .
D. C. VAN NORMAN, A. M,
Hamilton, March 9, 1848, Principal.
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The Ca]hopean is Published on the 9th and 24th of cach
month, by Perer Ruravey, James Strect, Hamilton.

Teans—0ne Dollar a year; in all cases payablein advance.  Six copies
will be sent for Five Dollars: or any onc forwarding the nawmes.of five
subscnbers, with the money, free of postage, will recetve a copy gratis.

Although « Tng Carvtoreas™ is under the. management of the Young
Ladies connected for tho time being with the. Burlington Ladies® Academy,
Cuninbusons of a sustabio chatracter wili bo, thankfelly recewved from of
who take an interess in the work. .- : . b

a7 Al Commuaicauons snd Remttances must be addreszed (o the
Ediwuess of * Tue Cautorsss.” Buthngien Ladiey Acadgpy.,,ﬂamﬂm“,»
Canada Wes, e




