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If we can reiy upon our statistics, the percentage of both the idiotic
and insane is on the increase, and it is high time that a serious effort
shouid be made to remcdy this condition of things. Not only the feebie-
rninded, but those ivho arc insane, should be treated by sterilization. It
is monstrous to allowv these unfortunates to hand down thecir mental
defects to the coming generation.

The chronic cri-ninai mighit aiso be very w il subjectcd to a sinijiar
procedure. Thie fact that this treatment would be metcd out to him
mighlt act as a very good determent to crime, and would, at ail events,
prevent these from begetting children with like tendencies.

We are not in so great need of securing an increase of population
even in this Dominion of Canada, that w.e shouid wvcIcome those who
present such defects, wvhethier they corne from abroad or arc produccd
by ourselves at home. 1 know of a case where a young man was an
inrnatc for twvo or thrce years of a lunatic asyium, and soon after his
release married, and ha::s a]ready had six or seven chiidren born to him
within a period of ten or eleven years. Are we foo]ish enough to shut
our eyes to these things and stand idly by without even m-aking a single
ernort to prevent their occur-rence?

The longer this brceding of the degencrates goes on the more diffi-
cuit of course it wiil be to deal with it, and wve think it is high tirne that
the znatter should receive the serious consideration it deserves both by
the medical profession and the general public and 1 trust that these fewv
remarks may be productive of good by cailng attention to the necd of
such consideration.

A BRIEF RESUME 0F THE DEVELOPMENT 0F CLINICAL
PSYCHIATRY.*

By J. G. FITZGERALD, Clinical flirer. Teron1o Açyluin.

T HAT the study of the various manifestations of mental alienation
dates back to the earliest times need not bcecmphasized, and with-

out i-ecalling any names antcdating his, it need oniy be mentioned that
Gaien descri-,bed one type of discase, wvhich ini its esseùtiai features wvas
not unlikec the picture dcscribed by Gcorjgez, an eminent French aiienist
of the early nineteenth century : in his picture -vere certain fcatures which
are incorporated in one of the forms of the now %veli known condition
Dernentia proecox.

'When o-ne thus considers that psychiatry bad its beginning at such
a rem. ote date, it seems hardiy credible that so littie progress wvas made in
.ço many decades. Té trace the historicai deveiopment through ail the

*]eda the irà"tinsgo the (bntiit icdical .&.ocintion. T*Cqrc*ntc, M.ay, 27. 2, 29, 1907.
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