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of mental deficiecy. Thiis secm-s appalling, and perhaps the most
important lesson we eau learn fromi it is thie iiecessity of ouir clealing
ivith. the question 'nowv whiile wîe have nothingy like thiat numlber.
If we let this tirne pass and defer and delay to faice thie quiestion,
the numnber wvill inevitably inerease iintil w'c ]ose the prese)it oppor-
tnity anid corne to feel, as thcy dlo iu Englaiid, t1iat the problein
is so utterly overwheicigic that it cannot be cleait withi suecessft1ljr.
Fromn the statisties iiow before mne, I hiave roason to, think thiat the
nuniber of incntaHly defective chlikiren of schiool age in Ontario is
soniewhere between thiree and five, per thousand, th-lat is, .3 to .5 per
cent. of the total population uncler 14. Buit it is dlifficult to, forrn
a, correct estimate at present. W\e ueed very) nmlchi a better
enforcent of o-tr Triiancy Laîvs. It seeins to bac generally
aigreed thiat there are niiany children of sehool agm whvlo are liot iii
sehool, and, of couirse, oue Cauniiot wonider that the backw'ard and
inientally defective children, w'ho feel thiey arc flot w'antcd there,
and for wlhom nothiing inucili is atteîuptedl to be dlone in. oour sehools
at prc.sent, are thce first to stay away. It is vet'y important to
diffcrcnitiate betiwecn a child whio is oiilyv bachîvard, and one whio
is inenitall.y clefective. '..inentally à-4ective child wouldc be abnlor-
mtal for any~ age. ivliereas a ibackzward. child is iinerely abnornial for
its own age.' A child is often backzwarcl becaiise hie éloes not sec
w elI. or (lues ilot hieur we.11, or dues not breathe or clevelop well on
account of adenoid growthis alnost closing the breathing pssae
aud Uhis prcventing the puirifying of the blood. IHe may be backz-
war-d becauise hie w'orks long lîouirs ouit of sehool, or beca-use lie
is îiot l)rol)erly fed. or )ecatise hie is not w'cfl. The Sohiool Doctor,
w heu àMeclical Inspection of Sehiools. now pcermiittcl and adxised
iii this Province, is carried out. will save and hcelp nmaiy backzward
ebjîd(ren and nientallv dlefective cbljdren. But wîhile skillcd mcedi-
cal aid to sighit or hearing or breathiing, ia.y. and oftcn doues,
change a backzward child into a normal ehild, no1 skidl 110 knowvl'edgIçe,
no tri n- t gw lever ec ange a i ntally defective ciid
inito a normal e'hild. *What eaun be do.c is to inahe thie iinost of
the powers andi capacities the mental>' defective child lias-to train
the bodily î)oiers. the hiand. thc eye.,thc power1 of woringi.. and
place the cliildw iv-o ili always reniain a chiki in mi]id. tlboiigh
not in body, in fl1w zociet.y of its; equals, in a shieltered corner of
the world, thiat is, an Institution, whlere conditions are ada.pted to it.
Thie life history of thie mientally defective chiildren iii onr
Publie Sehools to-day mnay be written clown iu outline juLst as soon
as thieir mental defeet hias been apcurately recogniized. or, to speaký
niedieally, diagniosedl."

Prom whiat sources cornes the demand for M.\,edical Inspection?
1Siih work is a strong ally of Boards of flealth. TJds


