
ORIGINAL COMMUSICATIONS.

Sulphate of Strychnia; and secondly. of setting free the chlorine in the
hypochelorite solution,-thus enabling free chlorine te unite with the free
Strychnia, when the acid separates from the alkaloidal base to unite
with the soda in preference. And also there is no doubt, but that less
boiling is .xquired when the acid is used, than otherwise, because in the
former, the stronger acid wili at once displace the weaker, and by t'
a more soluble sait is formed ; whereas i t takes l nîg continued boiling
to dissolve the very insoluble Strychnate of Str;ehnia.

The acid aise has an effect upon the gumny and starby principles
of the seed, but as to whether the sugar formed, hinders or assists the
precipitation of the alkaloid, has not been enqired into; or it may
remain perfectly ieutral, and this is the most likelv.

Where the hypochlorite solutio: is added to the decoCtion of the seeds,
rendered very acid, an abundant precipitate of a white colour i8 thrown
down, which is a compound of Strychnia and chlorine. What may be its
chemical composition, is uncertain, but it cannot be the hydrochlorate
because that sait is very soluble ; it ca'îuot be free Strychnia, as its re-
actions given further, are clearly shewn ; and if it ;-re hypochilorite, I
do not think a similar precipitate would be formed wh n chlorine water
is added to a solution of a sait of Strychnia, and also where a stronger
acid is added te the hypochlorite solution, as the sulphîurie, it is princi-
pally lydrochloric acid, and frec chlorine that are given off.

Reasoning from thesu data, the conclusion arrived at is, that it is some
compound of chlorine which is not as yet described, as far as I can find
out at least.

Now if we look te some of the other halogen radicals for an answer to
the question, we find a compound of iodine, which has not as yet had
its analogue in the cblorine series, and this is the ioduretted iodide of an
alkali, the most common of which is that of potassium.

I think that the hypochlorite solution which I use is a similar com-
pound iii many respects with that of iodin?, just ýncntioned, having
sodium as its base. There has been agreat deal of argument concerning
the substance in question, which I think might he ahnost settled if it
be viewed in this light, and compared with the iudinie compound of a
similar nature.

Froin these results, (the effects of comb* ing iodine with different
bases) we can expevt similar reactions witlh these bodies, wvhen tiey are
placed in similar positions; and as we find that if iodine be added to
iodide of potassium, we have a new compound formed, se are we to
expect if chlorine be added to chloiide of Fotabsium, or sodium, that we
will have an analagous compound of cilorine, which reactions i arm not


