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Tntil the'study of life in its elementary forms was rendered
possible by modern instruments of precision, empiricism neces-
sarily entered. largely into all medical progress, and it was main-
tained as an opprobrium that medicine was no more than an
enlightened empiricism. This is true, but it could not have been
otherwise since, until the birth of biology as a science, medical
knowledge had either to. remain at a stand-still or to progress
by a series of empirical jumps which sometimes left it in a more
advanced state of usefulness, and sometimes failed to do so even
in the slightest degree. Although empiricism in medicine has
been such a laborious means of advancement, we must admit
that it generally contairied some grains of truth, and that when
it failed to accomplish what was expected of it, the reason of
the failure lay, not in the worthlessness of the efforts at progress,
but in the difficulty of separating the grains of truth from the
abundant chaff in which it was contained. Each new fashion,
while it bas contained some truth, bas .failed and given place to
another little in advance, not because it contained no truth, but
because the truth it did contain was incomplete. When, how-
ever, the study of biology was established on a scientific basis,
medicine, which is but an applied science of biological doctrine,
bccame less empirical and more scientific, and by the aid of
physiology and pathology, which are the necessary sequence of
biological investigation, bas advanced to the present high and
satisfactory position it occupies. The very fact that morbid
processes are viewed and studied from a physiological standpoint
and are estimated and measured by the laws that govern ele-
mentary processes of life renders it certain that the progress of
the recent past and of the present is on surer lines and firmer
foundation than ever before, and that the future of medicine will
be thé glorious sequel of the present, as the present is the
glorious sequel of the past. It justifies the belief that the ad-
vantages to the human race likely to accrue from the prosecu-
tion of medical studies and investigation pursued on these lines
will be far greater in the future than in the past, that physiology
and pathology, which are but in their infancy, are destined to
illuminate the dark places in medicine and reveal the true cause
of much human suffering and premature death,


