
EXCELSIOR.

cocoanut palrns rearing their tait and majestic heads, greet the
eyes. TI7le town, now but the ruins of what it was in former
days, h-is a population of about 2500. Ets narro -N sidewalks are
p-tved but have fallea into dlecay. Iu the business portions there
are sorne very fine buildings. TIhe Captain, the British Consul
and m.yseif were the only Britishers in the toNiu at the time.
Only thoFýe who have experience that indefinable feeling or yearn-
ingy after a sigrht of their national llagr iii foreign parts, can

imagine what a treat it was to me to see the grand oUil Ultion Jack
fiutteringy in the breeze in this Porto Ricanl town.

On July 25th the feast day of Spain's Patron Saint, a graind
procession iras held in %vhich ail thc Spanishi troops iu the towni
took part. We had a grood opportnity of seeing, the Spaniards,
the majority of whom were able bodied men but Lickcd discipline.
On this day the soldiers renew their oath of alleiance to the
throne, which is doue by kissing the flag.

Whilst discharging cargo the 600 Spanish troops whio had
retreated f rom the Pouce before the overwhelmingr force of Ameni-
cans, entered the towvn. They ivere a band of men to be piticd;
some w'ere ivithout boots, others without blankets, aud others
stili without either. Their captain, feeling oppressed by
disgrace, committed suicide the night, of their arrivai, by shooting
himnself. The Americaus came across the island in our direction.
They were 9000 strong. As we were ready to ':-.il 1000 .Ainericauts,
who were adviincingr ou the town, 'were now about 8 miles distant.
The feeling amnong the people of the island was intensely iu favor
of the Americans. They were anxious for themi to corne, and
they went as far as to arin 500 mon with machetes-a long, beavy,
one-edgred sword.

With our cargo of sugar, cocoantits and pineapples aboard, we
set sail for Halifax, -%vhere we arrivec1 after an urieventful voyage
of tiwelve days. When we left Porto Rico, flour w-as selinug at
$8 a barrel, and tea at $1 a pouud, while beef could uot be got
at any price. It is hoped that as the Aniericans have succeeded
in capturîngy the island, they wîll set to work alf one,> and removo,
the gnrievances of the people as far as it is possible. If they et-
this the people will gain heart aud make Porto Rico one ]of the
flnest markets in the world. The island is rich in ores of .911 kindz
and needs only some enterprisiug specuilators to open it up and
develop it. J. R. P., '01i.


