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Letter from Washington.

'%VAs:nîNGr0.T, D.. C., Jue 17, 1878.
Your agreeable last number was received in

due timie and properly appreciated. The dele-
gates from this Union te the National Conven-
tion nmade a report last Saturday cvening of it%
proceedings, and I %vas pleaffed to hear the con-
vention had appropriated $150, te reiniburse
Mr. Ralston, delegate to lParis, wlîiciî 1 hope
was brought about partly by niy last letter. It
was stated the proceedings were generally of
a beneficial character. l'bis city having been
selected as the next place of meeting, wve hope to
se an extraerdiuarily large attendance. l'his
place possesses se nîany advantages ovcr many
of the other cities that, 1 think, by a littie effort,
more unions could be represented than anywhere
else. 1 arn sure the delegates who attended the
International Union here in '67 or '68, will neyer
forget the plensant tinie they had. I understand
Canada lias been honorai with the presidency.
Mr. Armstrong, 1 sec by the proceedings, hav-
ing attcnded previous sessions, should inake an
able officer.

1 failed to state previously of the extrenie il!-
ness of Mr. WVm. R. McLean, a former president
of the International Typographical Union. le
has been sufiiéring froni an abscess in the region
of the hip joint, and wvhile bis recovery wvas al-
mest despaired of, he happîly bas recovered suf-
ficiently to lie able to attend to his duties, but is
still in the hands of a physician and suiers great*
pain.

'Mn. M. B3. Goodwin, whoni I saw inintioncd
in a pnevious lRichinond letter as heing woll-
known in that city, was uiîfortunately strick,,n
with paralysis last nionth whilc attending a
meeting of the WVorkingnien's Assenihly, or
which. he is a delegate from tliis Union. lIe
was confinai ta his bai for several wveeks, but is
about again and expects te visit the country this
week. His right side having been affectai, it is
feared he will neyer 1£e able to resume type-set.
ting, as hie caunot control the muscles of his

One of the largest denionstrations of %vorking-
nien ever hcld in this city, took place on the 9th
inst., fully 5,000 men bcing in Iiie, with ap).
propriate uiottoes, bearing torches. On the
part of our craft the speakers wvere Messrs. A.
T. Cavis and E. 11. Robîinson, twvo of our ablest

and Wiscst speakers. Tlic -iluency witht wlîich
MNr. Cavis spoke led some in the crowd to en-
quire if he wvas a workingman, wheu he had te
ackuowledge lit had beeu ploddingaway at type-
sticking for thepast forty years. There were
quite a numben of other able speakers, represent-
ing ail the trades, any of whom would have re-
flected credit upon any assemlal.ge. The demon-
stra tien vvas made in behaif of the eight-hour law,
but unfortunately bas not had the desired effect,
as the Senate clecîdal the past week te postpone
action until December. Wbî.hle that and siinilar
meetings have not as yet producecl the legisla.
tien necessary for the revival of business, it is
destined to have its effect, and the sootier it
is doue the better, as if is but the forerunner of
the approaching sterin which lias been toe long
unheeded by our legisiators.

From pnivate information received from Rich-
mond the trade is iu a most deplorable condi-
tion, probably hy this time ail the offices being
in the possesion of rats. The rate of compensa-
tion is s0 low thnt one is iiardly enabled to pay
board.

Pusiness here has net improved, little, if any,
book or job work being done. Several exten-
sive furlouglis have lately taken place at the
Goverrument Printîng Office, brought about by
the faîlure of Congress te make the necessary
appropriations, net threug,,h the lack cf work te
be doue, as aften the first of July the office wil
ruu its full complemient.

Negotiations wcre lately peuding, and two
special niicetings beld, to consider the prol)riety
of pe>rmiitting- our iiienibers te wvork iii the Post
office, the only rat office in îlîis city. At the
iîicipicîîcy cf tliis office we adoptai deunciatory
resoînitions, aîîd were sustaineci by the otiier
!rades' unions, ivbicl the proprietor has bittetly
coinplained of and frankly acknowledged we
had done great injury te his business, and lie-
lieved he would be more than compensated by
the change ; but, as he desired us te take the
iuitiatory by a recousîderation of the resolutions,
and then he would instal union men, the union
was aftaid te trust te bis henor, as he weuld
give us ne writteu assurance, clainiing that it
wvould be equivalent te a purcliase. -While a
great inany %vert favorably inclined, tUe propo-
sition wvas deteated, aud thus tUe case stands;
wvhile, in îny judgmcint, if tlîe suggestion: lia<1
been carried eut another uný,.)n office would have
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