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including large and small Roman, Italic,
black-letter, points and signs, astronomical,
algebraic, and medical, with figures. When
a student is once acquainted with the 214
radicals of the Chinese Janguage, he ascertains
immediately how a chavacter is formed, or
spelt, as we should say, and writes it accord-
ingly. When accustomed to their moade of
writing, an European stadert may copy a
chapter of the Chinese Bible, just as soan as
he would transcribe one from our English
Seriptures, There is no more difficnity in
remembering the elements of any given
Chinese character than in recollecting the
letters of any particalar English ward; the
difficulty is the same in kind, and varies only
in degree, inasmuch as the Chinese elements
exceed those of the English. Thus the for-
midable obstacles, that have hitherto frighten-
ed so many of our Euglish students, are con-
siderably reduced by a2 comparison with our
own language, and would vanish entively be-
fore the patient assiduity of the determined
scholar,”
D e
FIVE NEGATIVES.

It is known that two negatives in
English are equivalent to an affirma-
tive. They destroy each other. But
it is not s0 in Greek, They make it
strongerstill, and soon to a fourth and
a fifth. How stroug five negatives
must make a negation! Bat do five
ever occur? Whether they cver
oceur in the Greek classics I do not
know; but in the Greek of the New
Testament there is an instance of the
kind. And whatis that? Are the
five negatives used to strengthen any
threatening? Noj; they ave con-
nected with a promise, one of the
« exceeding great and precious pro-
mises,” which are given unto us.
[he case occurs in Heb. 13, 3, “for
He hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.” There five nega-
tives are employed. We translate
but two of them ; but there they all
are, as any onc may see who looks
into bis Greek Testament.  Now they
need not all have been there. They
are not all necessary to express the
simple idea that God will never for-
sake his people. There must have
been design in multiplying negatives

Five Negatives.

so. I do not believe the phraseology
was aceidental, ard I think it not dif-
ficult to guess the design. God meant
to be believed in that thing. He
would secure the confidence of his
children iv that particular. e knew
how prone they were to doubt his
constaney——how strongly inclined to
that form of unbelief—and how
liable to be harassed by the dread of
being forsaken by him; and he
would therefore make assurance more
than doubly sure. So, instead of
saying simply, “I will not leave thee,”
which alone would have been enough,
he adds, nor forsake thee;” and in-
stead of leaving it thus, “I will not
leave thee, I will not forsake thee,”
he uses language equivalent to the
following 1 will not, I will not
leave thee—1I will never, never, never
forsake thee.” There is a stanza
which very faithfully, as well as
beaatifully, expresses 16—

** The soul tuat on Jesns hath leaned for repose,

1 will nat, I will not dezert to bis foes 5

That sonl, thongh all hell should endeavour to shake
I'lt never—-noe never~no never forsake 1™

How in earnest God appears to be
in this matter ! How unworthy is it
in his children, after such an assur-
ance as this, to suspect that he will
forsake them! He cannol. It is
impossible for God to Hie. Here one
who was never known to break his
word, assures his people each of them
individually, and five times over in a
single sentence, of his continued pre-
sence with them. Under similar cir-
cumstances, what man of reputed
veracity would be discredited? And
shall not the God of truth be believed
in a like case P—Nevins.
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Tue EviL or Sin may be known
; from the atonement that wes neces-
| sary to make satisfaction to the Divine
| justice, and the punishment which it
'will be attended with—everlasting
| misery; which even infinite goodness,
, assigned it—Biskop Wilson.



