
copies in the earth-preeious seed for a future barvest wlien the stermn
should ha,,vç spent its fury.

They had donc their work none tee seen or tee speedily ; and new their
culio wa creadfrtet-fivo years Protestant missionaries
wvere exiles. The transiators of the Bible were driven fron Madagascar,
buIt the Bible they had tratislated 'vas net se casily driven away. In th
story of that mnartyr chureh twe facts stand out like eppesing meiuntaii,

p)etks on a landscape-like Gerizini, the mouint, of blessing, and Bbal, the
Mo)unt of curse, at the gateway te t'he plains of Syhrteintense hiatred
of the persecuting qucen and her court toward the ncw B3ibi;- and the
cqually intense love and devotion of the Ilova mlartyrs toward that hatect
andl prescribed book.

i-istory furnishes few more pathetie talcs of hieroistu, evenl where
totmled ývitil the pencil cf roznantic fancy, thaii is found in the martyr
chnrech of Madagascar. The blesscd Book hiad to be treastired iii secret,
-tud il, secret reaçd and studied. Discovery mecant the sure destructiÏon of
thec book, and the almnost equally sure deatà of the pessesser. Every copy
cf the Bible -%vas therefore k-ept and readl at risk of life. A quarter of a cen-

tuiry is a long period of testing ; but they steod the test. '\Vlien sonie of
flie Bibles ivere founid, as thecy wvere, and cominitted te, the -flaines, they hid
thle rest in trunks of trocs and ini rock cavecs, and rmanr of theni ceminitted
large portions te mnemery, that, at least oîîe iniporishable record anight be

prcecrved whiich no fire could dcstroy. And, wvlen the inissionaries once
,Dore found 'welconxe at adgsrvery few comple-te Bibles '%vere left ;
perhaps net muore than a dezen or se survived ; and witht these n'as asso-
ciated a xmxst pathetie interest. They wvere tlaunbed and worn ite, shreds,
«r patched and se prcserved, bit treated as precieus relies that ne price
ceJuld buy ; and howscounted specially bappy whlx COURd produce even.
a Loi Icaves of the sacred WýVordI, hoiweycr soiled or ragged through inuch

uwc, or inildewved Nvith the niould Of thc damup place wvhere thocy hiad beexi
Secrcted.

The revision of this early translation supplies iii its way a story scarcely
lcssroinantie. 0On December 1lst, 19>IÎ3, ciglat forci gers and thlree natives
began a Nvork, net cenipleted until tiriteeni years Inter, of retransiation.
Whcn tlie llrst Bible lIad been prepared, thec knowledge of the language
lad bccn so imiperfeet that> as in ail otlier sirnilhar cases, errers had irievi-
tally crept in, and it becaîne necessary te, prepare another version, cmi-
t'oditug ail the resuits of Inter and more accurate schio!arsliip. Oit that
new licrision Comu-ittee five denoininations of Christians, were represented,
ail working in loving Iiarmony during ail the years of the work, tiengli only
tire Europeans and one native, wvho were mnembers at the inception,
roi-nted on the cemxinittee until its cornplefion.

The mecetings were lield on \Vcdnesdays, and twe sittings of thiree
IIQuIs cadi iwere given te the taslc. Se siowîy and carefally n'as tuie work
douc that a day ivas soinetimes spent, on a dezen verses, though Sornetimes
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