
Mohammed, born 1820, dlied 1850, the IBab ; ana Mirza liusscitu Mi bora
1817, died 1892, called Beha.

The series of causes lcading to, this inoyerent mnust lxi soukht in the
perýsian forrn of Islam. Persia is the land of the twekve Imams - i n
eleven of bis descendants. They are supposcd to posscs a pecuir Divine
ingredient in thcir crestion, the rnur or light froma the Divine essence.
'The Yearl Passion pay. keps alive the love of lImam Ilussein. The
tweclftla Imam, callcd the Mahdi. or guide, is beliered to -a-je disappeared
ana to, bye ini concealment, one day te corne forth witb a spiendor an&.
power that shail dazzle axîd subdue Lie wiorld. The longirg exmctationi
of thc ]iersians is the reappearance of teMli.The shirines of sereral
of the Iiuamus arc at Kerbela, iucar Bagdad, and there is tbc central school
of thc Sbcab sýcct. Evcri' age ncw expounders of thc Iniamat Shlse with
iicw thecorieS, and oftcn with the wildcst %aaries Shcikb Akbied -was
mec who tauýght carlh ini the present centur. Ile 'tas a genins in specula-
ion, and gave naine to the sct calWe SIwikAî,& lus doctrine was tliat if
ve could but d" scovcr thc k.cv wc slîould find ail lnowledgce loùeac up in
lue Koran. To discover Uic iriner mcaning of Uit Koran bic applicd caba-
listi icthods to flic Arabic ]et"--, Die cxaltcd :Iili to a place cf worslhîip

9das God's aýgent. in the creation cf tbc licavens and the carth. le ýw
smr fliat Uic lînains v'isited Izi in lus dreanis and gave lîlim special coin-
uihicatois of tlicir will, and lie biunted iat Uic Niidi would noce returu.
Wbcn be dicd iu 18-26 lus pupil, Iladji Sevyed, Kazini, receivcd bis, mtn-
tc, and ruisd a more intense expectation of thc speedy apcarance of the
mahIdi. .imon- tiiose wbo attendcd luis lectures and dran,&- dccpcst of bis
,eicbing was Iirza .Xii -Mohammed, ic Bab. in tict Sleikli teacliing
Mir. Brownc notes threc points : «'Extreme Ycncration for tui Tîtais, who,
ane regardcd as incarnate attributes of God ; the belief in spiritual coin-
maulcatiofl with tlîcrn aud instruction froin Itbcmn; and flic denial of a
u.atri resurrection i tic sense lield by Mohiamumedan thieoloiLns."
lItre wrs u pat thc gcrrn froni wihichî Uic IRa dcircloptd bis systemn.
Auotbcr «,,rni ias Uit cche crin pantbcistic longings cf the Persian
piocfs, espcciaIllv iii thic snevi. Thle fatalism cf the Kora is but a form
d putbcism, for God is thc sole agent in both e-good anatheccvil in
1àe wend. 'Île mysticisin of Pc'rsîiu pocts cliarins the nieditative m dn
4"0 =Spt and cnjoýy Uic conception it presents cf <xod, as csscntially and
imeLblr pure, holy, and beautiful, and tu long fer absorption as iraves on
ïc surface of bcing into the occau that is God.

Ile following is an outline of the carcers of the Bab sud of elia:
('ctobtr fith, 18-20, born, at Shiraz, Ali Mohanmed. lu bis boyhood

ktaw amiable sud given to, thouglit.
1837î vas sent to Buhire to conduct bis fathei~s mercantile business.

Some after made a pilgrimagc te Mccca aud thence to Uic suines near
Ba,ýdad. Hmtr lit becanie Uic disciple cf Hladji Seyyod Kazim.

1843 dicd Iladji S&iyved YKazin. The question arume who amnong bis
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