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and in the theological seminaries: ““One thousand missionaries for China in
five years.” Keep this line in your columns every month, till the Church is
aroused with the trumpet-call, and arouses itself to good earnest work and
consecration and giving; and above all, may God by His Spirit accompany this
call to the hearte of those He would call to have a share in this blessed work

for the Master. With much esteem and regard, A, P. HAPPER.

As you will receive the full report of the proceedings of the General Con-
ference in Shanghai from others, I will only give some general impressions and
statements in regard toit. I may say the Conference was a great and Ulessed
success. It far exceeded in the number of members, in the spirit of harmony
and co-operation, and-in practical results arrived at, all that the most sanguine
friends of holding it had hoped for. The very first meeting of the assembly left
upon the minds of all in attendance the impression that the Spirit of God was
in our midst. This sense of the presence and power of the Holy Ghost increased
and deepened each successive day till the last. :

We may remark that there has been only one conferen e on the foreign field
where the attendance of missionaries was larger thanit wasin Shanghai. At
the General Decennial Conference in India in 1882, there were 500 in attend-
ence; at Shanghai there were 432 names enrolled, If we consider the fact that
there was a greater number of missionaries then laboring in India than there
are now in China, that the distances are not so great in India as in China, and
that the facilities and cheapness of travel are greater in India than they are in
China, it is a matter of special gratitude that the attendance at Shanghai
was so large. It manifests that there was a very great interest felt in the Con-
ference when, notwithstanding the distances and the expense of travel, so
many assembled to spend a season in special conference and prayer for the
conversion of China.

1 feel that I express the feelings of all who had the privilege of attending
these meetings that they consider it 2 matter of very special gratitude and
thanksgiving that they were privileged to attend these solemn and delightful
conventions of God’s people.

There are some things that may be specially considered. During the last forty
years there has been a diversity of views among the missionaries, which has led
to the use of different versions of the Bible. These versions have differed not
only in style but to some extent in meaning. Plans were arranged and agreed
upon to prepare a standard version of the Bible to be used by all the missionaries.
This version is to be prepared in three styles—the high classical style, the
simple book style, and the Mandarin colloquial style—so as to be suited to all
classes of the people; but the meaning is to be the same in all the styles. Thus
the division of forty years is healed, to the praise of God’s grace.

It has long been felt that something was needed to help the people generally
to read the Christian Scriptures intelligibly. This they were not able to do
because of their ignorance of the history, the manners and customs of the
Jews, and of the geography and religion of Judea. The Conference was able,
after much consulting and prayer, to adopt & plan for the preparation of an
annotated Bible which will give an explanation of names of persons and
places, of countries and manners and modes of worship, which areso often re-
ferred to in the sacred text. The new version will be used when these anno-
tations are printed in a complete volume.

Thus one great work of the Conference was to arrange plans for giving the
Word of God to this multitudinous people in the form which will help them to
understand its precious doctrines and the way of salvation as made known in it.

It was most interesting to sit from day to day in this company of mission-
aries and hear their testimonies to the goodness of God and their experience in




