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number of those who have lived and died in the Moslem faith since
its establishment is over 6,000,000,000—a number equivalent to nearly
five times the present population of the globe. ‘Of thi~ vast number 4
large proportion have, of course, died in infancy. We are dealing, there.
fore, with the religious faith of about one-seventh of the human race,
It cannot be regarded as a stagnant and effete religion, unaggrossive iy
spirit and powerless to inspire devotion and sacrifice. It is to-day
probably the most pushing, aggressive, and formidable foe to (s
tianity on foreign mission ground. It is historically true, I think, that
never has Christianity been called upon to face a more thoroughly
equipped and a more desperately determined foe than Islam ; neverhgs
our heaven-sent gospel received a more defiant challenge than that
given it by the religion of Mohammed.

The time has come for the Church of Christ scrionsly 1o consider
her duty to this large fraction of our race. It is not to be supposed
that a church guided and inspired by an Almighty Leader will neglect
a duty simply because it is difficult and calls for faith and fortitude.
It is especially foreign to the spirit of American Christianity to slight
a task because it is hard, or ignore a question of moral reform or re-
ligious responsibility because it looks formidable. Let us endeavor,
then, calmly to consider the duty of Christian missions to the Moslem:.
Is there a duty of this kind? If so, what special difficulties must le
overcome in order to its successful accomplishment; what should be
our aim ; and whatis the spirit which should inspire and govern usin
the proper discharge ot it?

The duty seems plain—¢Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” The gospel of Christ, not of Mohammed—
to every creature, because all need the gospel. If there were a pos
sibility of a human substitule for the gospel, we might consider itan
open question whether salvation is of Mohammed ; but Christ has
taught us one way of salvation for all men, and that way is throngh
Him—through the merits of His sacrifice, and not through works or
worthiness in man. I would not be understood as implying here that
every Moslem is necessarily lost. If he despises and rejects Chrit,
and puts his sole trust in Mohammed, or even trusts in divine merey
because that mercy is his due as a Moslem, I should not feel that there
was a substantial basis of hope forhim. Heis locking to a human s
iour, or he is simply claiming the divine mercy asa subsidy to the Mos
lem religion. I can conceive, however, of a Mohammedan while formally
adhering to his religion, in realiny taking such an attitude of heartto

Christ that he may receive mercy and pardon for Christ’s ske
though he is not openly enrolled on the side of Christ. God alonecn
judge and pronounce when a soul takes that attitude of humility and
faith towards His Son, or where His Son is not known, towards B
infinite mercy, which will open the way for Him to apply the meritsof



