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LAH ONTAN.

BY TUIE EDITOR.

iConfinuedfrom page 250.)

We begin with a loUter, written at Michilinisekinae ini May, l688,
addressed by Lahiontan to the Marquis de Seignelay, Miinister for the
Colonies, in relation to a leave of absence, wvhich had been obtained
for him to visit France for the pur)ose of attending to some private
£fimily affairs. We givo this lett/er first, because in it Lahontan re-
cords soine particulars in regard to his father. Also the fami ly
business which it mentions, repeatedly cornes up i subsequent letters,
and requires to be borne in mind. The document xvill explain itself.
The Marquis de Seignelay is the son and the suiccessor ini office of the
famous Colbert. Louis Quatorze is the reigning kcing. "HIonoured
Sir," Lahiontan says, 11 amn the soit of a gentleman that spent
three lhundred tliousand crowns in deepening the 'water of the
two Gaves of I3earn. H1e liad the --oed luck te, compass his,
endi by conveying a great inany brooks to these two rivers; and
the current of the Adour %vas by that means se far strongthened
as te render the bar of Bayonne passable by a fifty-gun ship,

wheras a frme ties frgate of ton -uns durst net yen-
ture ever it. It -%as in consideration of this great and successful
attempt that lis liajesty gi-antcd te xny father and his hieirs
forever, certain duties andl taxes amotunting te the sum of tliree thon-
sand livres a year. This grant was confirmed by an act, of the Coun-
cil of Statc, dated Jawuary 9th, lé58, signed B3ossuet, co]lated, kc.
Another advantaga accruing te the King and the Province fromn my
father's services, consists in the bringing down of maats and yards
front the Pyrenean nintains, wiich coubi. nover have bico. cffectod,,
if hoe liad net by his caro, and by thc disbursing of immense sums,
enlarged the quantity of water in tho Gave of Oloron te, a double pro-
portion. These duties and taxes xvhich had been jeintly ontaiied
upon him and his hieirs,' ceascd te be ours when hoe dicd; and te in-
flame the disgrace, I lest bis places, vi7: that of being ait heuorary
judgo, of the parliament of Pau and Reformateur du Domaine des
Eauxi- et Forêts for the PÏ'ovinice of Bearu, ail wii were mine by
inheritance. These lesses are now followed by an unjust seizure
Nvhich seme pretcndcd creditors have made ef the Barony of Lalion-


