206 Lecture on the 234 Psalm.

the other side of the valley, and be conducted
to pluins of greater beauty, and to pastures of
greater luxuriance, and to streams of greater
stillness and clearness, than thosc which they
left behind.

But the Psalmist employs another figure to
express to us the extent of his spiritual bless-
ings. Henot only says thut the Lord is bis
Shepherd, but he says, morcover, that he treats
him as a kind friend does the guest whom he
wishes to entertain. e provides for him =
generous banguet—and, although there arc ene-
mics at hand, still his friend is beside the ta-
ble he has spread.  ITe is jealous for the safety
of the guest whom he entertains. 1Ilis ene-
mies therefore dare not trouble him, and so the
Psalmist sits down to the feast, and cats out
of the abundance of his Lord’s hospitality with
none to disturb him or make him afraid.

But the Lord is not only likened to one who
providesa repast for his friend,and keeps watch
over him while he is under his roof;, but he is
so pleased with the gucst he entertains, that
he wishes to honor him and treat him with the
greatest Jiberality. He accordingly brings forth
the most precious ointment and he pours it up-
on his head, and he fills up his wine cup until
it overflows. And so anticipating the per-
maneace, yea the cverlasting duration of all
this bliss, he says: & Surely goodness and mer-
¢y skall follow me all the days of ny life, and
Ishall dicell tn the Louse of the Lord for ever.”

Such is the testimony given by the Psalmist
to God's faithfulness and kindness towards
him, and the confidence of his enjoying glory
hereafier.

The language of this Psaln, I need hardly
say, refers to spiritual blessings. It is most
true indeed, that God’s care in providing food
and raiment for his people, while in this world,
may with truth be compared to a shepherd’s
care of his sheep, or to a friecnd’s kindness to
his guest.  But this application of the Psalm
does not exhaust all the blessings to which the
P:almist refers. It has a reference to blessings
of a higher kind—even to these which concern
man as a being destined to ‘ivein another world;
as the Psalmist testifies that death which re-
moves from the enjoyments of the present life
shall bring no cvil to him—vea, shall add to his
happiness by ushering him into the glory of
God’s house in heaven.

But this portion of scripture is not confincd
to thre case of the Psalmist. It forms part of
the inspired volume, whose blessings are the
common property of believers in every genera-

tion and age. It may not therefore be unpro-
fitable to illustrate this Psalm in.its application
to the privileges enjoyed by christians in the
present age. And I remark that God is the
shepherd and friend of his peopic—because he
takes care to provide the means of grace to fit
them for his fold in heaven, and defends them
from danger while in the way.

He has given them for this end therecord of’
his will, disclosing the mystery of redemption
which had been hid from ages and gencrations,
sc that they may read in their own language
the manifold wisdom of God. By mezns of
the scriptures they have freedem in their hou-
ses to meditate on God’s wotks of mercy—and
ina land of peace, with none to disturb them,
they can by faith appropriate every promisc
which the scriptures contain. Through the
pure medivm of God's word, they hold con-
verse with himself;, and grow in that wisdom
which makes wise unto salvation. This there-
fore, is a large provision for their spiritual
wants—yea, 1t is sufficient of itself 1o guide
them on the way of life.

The servants off God accordingly in all ages
have setaliigh value on the written word: “Ol,
how I love thy law,” says one of them. «Itis
my meditation all the day.” Andagain, It is
aore to be desived than gold ; yeay, than much
Jine gold—sweeter also than honey and the ho-
ney comd.”  Such is the manner in which the
ancients appreciated the blessing of God’s writ-
ten word,—and itis to be feared that we in
modern times, from our familiarity with tlns

blessing, are forgetful of its value—but it ought

not so to ke.  The possession of the lively or-
acles of God—the access which we thus have
to the standards of all wisdom and truth—the
capacity they impart of enabling us sinners to
be conformed to the image of God—and be-
holding there, as in a glass, his glory fitting us
for his service now and hercafter. Al these
things give a value to the scriptures, to which
no zarthly blessing can be compared.  Surely
then, my friends, when we contemplate so gra-
cious o privilege; and when we look to the
whole amount of blessedness which the pray-
crful reading of the scriptures and meditation
thercon confers, and is still more abundartly
to confer hereafter—we shall confess that truly
in secking out such rich spiritual food, from
which we may cat to the full, the. Lord has
dealt with usasa good shepherd, who causes
his sheep to lic down in green pastures.

But I would remark i the sccond place,
that God has not only provided for our spurituzl

T 2 raauny, . 4

AT,




