
Lcture oit the 25d Pisalun.

the otler skIle of the va!ley, tuîd bc condced
tu plains cf greatcr beauty, and to pastures; of
greater luxuriance, and tu streamus of grcater
stiilness and clcartiess, than those %which they
left beliind.

But the Psalmnist empioys anoihler figtire te
express tu us the cxtent of his spiritural blcss-
ings. Ie not oaaly stiys t.hat the Lord is Jais
ShLejdacr)d, but hie says, niorcover, that ho treats
himn as a hkiiid friend dloos tie gruest whom lie
%visites to entortain. HIe provides for hini a
geaierotis bainquat--and, altlaougli thero are crie-
mies at liant], st lis friend is besiLle the ta-
ble lie lias sprcad. lIe is jealois for the safety
of the guiest %vhion hie citortains. Ilis crie-
mies therefore dlate îaot trouble laini, and so the
Psalmist sits down to ilio féast, aaad cats out
of the abundance of bis Lord's hospitality wif.h
none to disturb hima or niakc biitai afraid.

But the Lord is flot onily liikeaad to one %who
providos a repast for his friend,and keeps -%vatch
over in while lie is under ]lis roof, but hie is
se pleased with tuie gruest hoe catertains, tha«t
ho wvislies to bionor hini and treat binai iviti the
greatest liborality. Hie accerdingly brings forilh
he anost prcciouis ointnient and lie pours if. tp-
on lbis head, and lie fils up ]lis wvine cup until
if. overfllws. And se anticipating hIe jîer-
ananence, yca tlîe cerrlasting duration of ail
huiis bliss> lie says: 9-Siircljgooditess anad inr-
cy s7.ual folloiv ie all thre dajjs of viy ife, and
Isltail dicfl l nc the I.tcf the Lord foi cL'cr."

Sucli is tue testiînony given by Ille Psalmist
te Ges f-iithifulne.ss and eiridness towards
hui, and the confidence of lis enjeyingr glory
horea-ftcr.

The langutagre of this Psain, I need iaardly
say, refers to spir-ituial blcssings. It is anost
truc indeed, tient Goal's care in providiaag food
and aiînieat for lais people; whle in tiais wverld,
anay %viilî truth bc compared te a slieplerd's
care of lais slicep, or tu, a friend's hkindness tu
his guest. But tiais application of tlae Psaliiî
dloos inot exlizaust ail the blessings to wbviiclî Ille
I>.ealiiist refers. It lias a rcfcrerace tu blessings
of a lighter Iiind'-vii tu those whicli couacerai
iiman as a«being-,destiicd to'ive in anotlor world;
as UIl l'srlnîiist testilies tlaat deatr %vbicla re-
iiioves from tire enjoynients of tlîe prosont life
shall brin- ne evil te liimn-yea-, shahl adld te his
ha-.ppine!is by uslîeringr lain i oto the glory of
God's liouse in lieaven.

But ibis portion of seripture is not confincdl
te tire case of hIe Psnbnjmst- 1v forais part of
the inspired volumie, ivhose blessings ara tire
cetoieniii proecrty of bciicvcrs ini cvcry gecra-

tion and aire. If. nay nof. thtercfore bc ufipro-
fitable tu ilustrate tlais Psalm in.its application
te Ille paivilegos enjoyed by christians in tlic
prescrit age. Aaad 1 rcinarkz that God is the
slicplierd aad friend of lais pcopic--becauise lie
taies care to provîde tlae mens of grace to fit
tlim for lais floid in lheaven, and defends flicaem
fromn danger while iii the way.

le lias given tlacai for tlais end the record of'
his will, disclosing the mystcry of redemnption
iviiicla laad been hid from ages and generations,
se thiat tlaey inn.y rcad ina tlicir own languuage
hIe mnanifold wisdom of God. J3y mie.-ns of
the scripturcs thoy hava freedona in their ]toit-
ses te ieditate on God's woikis of inercy-aid
ini a lanad of pence, wvitla none te disturb tlacin,
they cati by faita apprepriate cvery promnise
wlaiclî the seriptures contain. Tiarougli tue
pîure iiedium of God's wvord, tlaoy hold con-
verse witla himself, and growv ina tlat wisdouaî
wihich malies wvise unto salvation. This tliere-
fore, is a large provision for their spirituial
wants-yca, it is suffacient of itself te guide
tlacii on tlae way of lire.

Tlae servants of Goa accordingl1y in ail ages
hlave setaligla value on thaewritten word: 4Olh,
laoiv I love lty laie," says one of theai. ciIl is
my 2mcd itation ai! thre day."1 And again, ciIl is
moerae bc dcsircd thit gold ; yca, thib inucir

fine gold-swicler- also Mil ioncy andl tce ho-
iaey coiaual0' Suca is the manner ina wliicla the
ancients appreciatcd tlae biessing of God's %vriL-
ton -%vord,-and if. is to be feared tiaat ive iin
modern times', froia our farniliarity with ibns
blossing, are forgretrfu of its vatluec-but it ougflit
flot se te ho. The possession cf thie iively or-
aclos of God-the acc2ss wiihich we thaus haavc
te tue standards of ail wvisdom ana truth-the,
capacity tiuoy impart, of cnabling us sinners te
be confornied te thieie of God-and be-
holdingr there, as ina a glass, bis glory fif.tiag lis
for bis service new and laercafter. Ail these
tiaings grive a value te tlie scriptuircs, te wlîicla
aie zarly blessiuag catiho ccou) ared. Sure!y
thon, nuy frieaads, %wlien w e conteauplate se gra-
ciolus a privilogo; and wvhueaa we look te thae
iwlioic auaîcult of blessedIness wiiicli tlîe pray-
erful reading of Ilac- scripturcs anid niedifation
thoreon confers, and is stilli more abundar.tly
te colifer hiereafter-we slhal confess that truly
in sociting eut sucb rida spiritulal food, frona
%vicbel we irnazy cat te tlîe fui], thue. Lord lias
deait witli s as a good shiepiierdl who caizses
iris sIlrq te lie down in green pastures.

But 1 would, remark- in tirc second place,
thiat Gorl lias net enly providcd for our spiritu.al


