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Tug Pressytery or Hamron—~The Preshytery
of Hamilon held a special meenng at Niagara on
Cucsday, the 23l inst, “The members present, were
Mr. Roperr Maccut,, Mr. Mawk Y. Srtanx, Mr
ALsxanNper Gank, Mr. Anaus Mclnrtosu, and Mr.
Jarmes GeorGe, of the Presbytery ot Toronto, Min-
isters, and the Hounourable Joun Haminvon, Ruling
Elder. The Presbytery having been constituted with
gxnyer bythe Rev. M.'Y. Stark, Moderator pro tem.,

e stated that this Meeting of Piesbytery had been
c¢alled in ronsequence of a letter receaved by the Clerk
from the Rev. Robert Macgill, intimating that he
had received a presentation to the Huteliesontown
Church, parich of Gurbals, Glasgow, and requesting
that the Presbytery should meet as soon as possible
totake this presemtation into consideraton, and de-
termine in regard 1o his release from s present pas-
toral charge. The Presbytery approved of the con-
duct of the Clerk in calling this meeting, and pro-
ceeded to the consideraion ot the business specially
before them. On enquiry, it was found that due in-
timation had been given 1o the congregation of St
Andrew's Church, Niagara, of this mecting of Pres.
bytery, and of the ubject thereof, and that the congre-
gation was in atiendance accordingly.

The letter of presentation, signed by William Col-
lins, Esq., in behalf of the Glasgow Church-Bwilding
Society, wasthen given in and read, and Mr. Mac.
gill- was requested to state his views in regard to
acecepting the same.  Mr. Macgitl addressed the Pres.
hyiery- at considerable lengzth, stating in afiecting
terins the hificultizx in which he tound bamsedt pliced
on this occision—teeling as he did 'un one hand, the
ten ler andsacred ties by which he was connected with
his peopl* in Ningara, and on the other hand, beiny
notinsnsible . tie atractions wuich were presented
by his naiveland, and_the prospect of a wider ficld
of usefulness there.  Mr. Micgill coneluded by ex-
gressing his wish to leave the mauer whally ‘with

is brethren of the Prebytery, aud bis readiness .10
acquiesce in such decision as they might think mos
conducive tothe glory of God and the advancement
of the Redeemer’s kingdom.

Mr. Macgill was allowed to retire at his own re-
(s )
quest,

The Moderator then intimated tothe congregation
that. it was the desire of the Presbyiery to be fartcr
acquainted with their views, 1 regard o the removil
of their present pastor— Whereupan Ja aes Cooper.
Esq. one of'the clder ., stuted to the Presbytery that i
consequence of the intimation they had received, a
meeting of the Congregation called by the Elders, had
bLezen held inthe ehitrch yesierduy, fur the purpese of
considering what course it becamne them 1o pursue on
the preseat vccasion, and thal they had drawu up a
memaorial which contained their nmunmous senti-
ments in regard 1o Mr. Macgill's proposed translation
10 Glasguw. This memorial was given by’ * v
Cooper and read; and the congregation assembled
being interrogated, intimated thets unanunous con-
currenice in the terms of the memorial.  This me
morial wasordered to stand as 2 pan of the minutes,
aad isas follows:—

UNto ™HE REVEREND, THE PRESEYTERY oF Havinron—
The Memorial of the Mcinbers of St Andrew’s
Church, Niagara Sheweth—

“That your Memorialisis have learned with min-
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wled feelings of pleasure and regret, that their hons
oured and esteemed pastor, the Rev. Robert Macgili,
has received acall from a congregation in the city
of Glasgow, aud 1hat_in conscyuence thereuf, there
is a probatudity that his valuable fzbours may be die.
cuntinued i tis place.—Wath pleasure, because they
rejuice that his emanent piety, distinguished tafents,
aud anwearied assdunty in labours of love in thic
remote corner of. the christian vinevard, should be <o
highly appreciated by a chnistian communaty in a dis.
uat lapd ,—~with exceediug regret, as they cannot but
fear that his removal it this time would be a 100
evident token ihat the candtestick ofthe Lord is to be
withdrawn from the Zion of theirancient father-land
in this place.

Inaccordance with this view, but without presum.
ing to dicwate to yvou, Reverend Sirs, your Memo-
rialists Leg leave o lay before you a few considera-
tions, in the hope that vou may be nduced to wter-
pose your 200 oftices o their behalf; if, in the ex-
ercise of your imnportan. luty as rulers and fathers in
the Church, you should dcem it companble with that
duty to advise your venerated and estcemed brotheran
the ministry, o remain as the guardian of this out-
pust of the Church<an outpost so perilled and beset
by the withering influences of.worldlinessand infideli:
ty, that there isstrong reason to-fearihat a watchman
of ordinary abilities—of ordinary vigilance—would
butlit-hisvoice in vain to prevent the dismember-
et of the little flock, which for nine vears, he has,
by the blessing of Gud, Leen enabled to keep to-
gether.

It is not for themselves alone, that yonr Memotial-
ists fire) on thisdecply interesting and solemn occasion.
Muany of them have rising fanulies 1o whom it is
of vitla) importance thet it the progressof . theirin.
telectusland spiritual improvement, no interval of
idteness or seductive relaxation from salutary disci.
pline should be allowed.  Independemily aliogether of
the difliculty of adeguately supplying the place of
their present pastar it some futuse time, your Meme-
rinlists most deeply feel the danger 10 the well-being
of their fumilies, aud thas of tnany young men not un-
der parentul guardianship, who are now.members of
the Church—ye:l. even to the preservation of that
Church itselt 10 this place—which would arise from
an uncertain and desultory administration of tle or-
dinunees of religion,consequent on a vacaney inthe
otficc ot the ministry.

Yonr Memorialists would vespectfully suggest that
there is o comiparison hetween the relative claims of
the nival congregations in this case.  In Scotland
there are very atany worthy and able mimsters from
amonz whom the Glasgow congrezation may sclect
one to be their guideand counsellor in spititual things.
With your Mcmariali<y, itis far otherwise, Here
the harvestis zbundantand the | bourers are few. Be.
sides, it isnot piay, worth and talent alone, that would
render a minister acceptable and useful to 2 congrega-
tion <o peculiarly sitited as this is. A stranger,
however highly gitied in theve respects, would still
Lbaur under many disadvantages, whi, h years of
cxperience alone could remove.  Your Memorialists
deem that a minisier would be beset with many more
ditticulties in sccommodating himself 10 the estakhish-
~d habits and associztions of a congregation already
furined, than .in forming 2 new congregation; and
they again repeat their solemn conviction, that the
removal of their present minister av this in2uspicious
e wonld be, humanly speaking, a heavy, if nota fa-
al bluw to the existenceot'the Church of Scotland in
Niagura.

Your Memorialists need not remind you, Réverend




