CONSERVATION FOR AUGUST

Forest Preservation and
Watershed Protection

Forest preservation is often of

the greatest rtance and value
count of considerations which

are sometimes not apparent at first
sight It is not only the direet
finaneial side of the matter which
merits attention, for it must not be
forgotten that forest on a
watershed helps to regulate the
run-off and to prevent floods

Engineers have
thought that reservoirs alone will
effeet the satisfactory regulation of
the waterflow, but it is now being
recognized, that, for the best ser
viee, reservoirs need the assistanee
which forest cover on the v
shed furnishes. Especially for eity
water supplies the practice of for
estation of the watershed has now
been generally recognized as essen
tial, mainly for th son  that
erosion and the silting up of wat
reservoirs is prevented thereby
W.L.C.

cover

sometimes

Protection of Children
in Canada

The test of a country’s civiliza
tion is to be found in the treatment
accorded its children,  Judged by
this standard Canada, and the Pro.
vinee of Ontavio, in  particular,
ranks high Over twenty years
ago the Ontario Legislature enaet
ol a Childeen's Charter that has
sinee been copied by all the other
Provinees. by many of the adjoin
ing States and in some its im
portant features by Great Britain
and foreign countries.  In faet it
paved the way for the large and
ever-inereasing interest now being
taken in social and ehild-welfare

There is a head « in the Par
linment Buildings under the diree
tion of Mr. J. J. Kelso, which
furnishes informiation and encour-
agement to the Children’s Aid So-
organized in the various
cities and connties.  Over ten thou
sand children have been placed in
foster homes in the past twenty
years, and in addition to the direet
benefit conferred on the children,
the public funds have been saved
to the extent of at least one million
dollars in the lessened expense for
the maintenance of this class

The following are the chief ob
Jeets of the Society :

1—The betterment of

in their own homes.
2—Their removal when
sary to ensure a chanee of
becoming good eitizens.
The endeavour to assist evi
child 1o find fair treat-
ment, wholesome  surround-
ings ,and  good moral in-
fluences.
The finding of eligible foster
homes for all children made
wards of the society,
Careful supervision without
undue interference after be-
ing placed in foster homes.
Receiving and inquiring into
complaints of neglect or ill
treatment of children.—J. J.
K
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Concerning Creosote

The last few years have seen a
rapid developzent of the wood pre
serving industry on  the North
American continent, largely owing
to the increasing scarcity and cost
of good tie timber, At the present
there are two standurd pre
servatives in use, zine chloride an
 reosole zine ehloride is a min
cral salt it is possible to mannfue
ture it to meet  specifies tions.
Creosote, however, is a hy-product
of a hy-produet, and henee it is
very diffieult to obtain a desired
spe ified quality,  As a result, it
has been found necessary to hase
the specifications on the kind of oil
available

i

As creosote is used to preserve
about 70 per cent. of the lumber
treated, and as it appears p hle
that u shortage will occur in the
near future and that high prices
will prevail, the problem of in
creasing the supply is an importany

Cre » a8 produced Iy
product coke ovens and the throat
ened shortage should further their
mereasing  adoption as  there is
enough osote wasted every vear
in the live coke ovens in ('
ada and the United States to sup
ply all reasonable demands for
years to come,—W 1.0

WOSQUITO EXTERMINATION

During the last two decades a
variety of methods have heen tried
with a view to exterminating the
Mos uite in various parts of the
United  States.  In addition  to
heing a0 source of irritation and
discomfort the insect is also a men-
ace 10 health as it spreads malaria
The pest has always been partieu-
larly bad along the New Jersey
const, as it breeds by millions in
the salt marshes adjacent to the
sea.

The first method which offered
any prospect of success was the
application of oil 1o all stagnant
hodies of water. This, however,
was found to be very expensive,
and succeeded in effecting only a
partial relief. The seeret of the
only permanent remedy has been
found to lie in the draining of the
marshes.  This has been earried on
at Staten Island under the diree-
tion of competent engineers, and,
as u result, the mosquitos have
heen almost exterminated,

In the case of stagnant inland
waters, oil can be used to good ef-
feet or the depressions can be filled
in. Before this method of fighting
the mosquito was adopted the cases
of malaria in one year on Staten
Island numbered 120. Subsequent
to the draining of the marshes the
number of cases reported was 2.
The figures speak for themselves,
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Mink breeding is making consid-
erable progress in Prince Edward
Island.  Two pairs were recently |
sold there at $200 a pair.

Tanning Materials

The figures of the United States
estry Serviee show that there
22,000,000 worth of
vegetable tanning materials used
every vear in the United States
The chief source of tannin is hem
lock hark, but the quantity used is
steadily  decreasing

exhaustion of the fore

amount of bark utilized in
United States in 1906 was 930,000
tons; in 1907, R16.000 tons; in
1908, K10.000 tons; and in 1909,
GIX.000 tons.

There arve, in all, six sources of
tannin: (1) gall nuts; (2) froits
of certain plants; (3) leaves of
some trees and shrubs; (4) wood
of such trees as chestnut and que
brecho; (5) bark of many trees
and shrabs; | roots of certain
plants. Ti euse in the amount
derived from these usual sources
of vegetable tannin is being met
hy introducing new materials and
chemieal substitutes.  There ap
pears to be a limit, however, to
which substitution can be success
fully earried, and the question of
a future supply of vegetable tan-
nins is becoming a matter for ser
ous consideration.—W.L.C
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Time-keeping Systems
of Advantage in Mines

A check kept on the men below
ground is of value

A system of time-keeping and
# check on the men working in the
mine will do much to assure the
safety of the workers. At a very
small expense a system ean be in-
stalled wherehy a gatekeeper will
issne checks to the men as they en
ter the workings, the men return
ing them when they leave,
glance at the cheek board will then
show whether all the men on a
given shift have left the mine, If
the board shows that one man is
still in the mine, an investigating
party can be sent to look for him.
A system of fines for failure to
return checks will foree the men to
follow any regulations laid down in
this connection. Besides the checks,
lists should also be kept showing in
what part of the mine each man is
working.—W.L.C.

ADVANTAGE OF SHADE

The deleterious effects of sun-
light are all too often lost sight of,
and it is a common oceurrence in
a Canadian ecity to see eggs, meat
and other comestibles exposed in
store windows to the rays of the
sun. Eggs in particular will often
deteriorate very rapidly in quality
when exposed to the sunlight, al-
though the same thing holds good
of canned goods, meats and ripe
fruits.

In spite of the fact that the ad-
vantages of shade have frequently
been clearly pointed out and are
generally recognized, many shop-
keepers do not seem to consider this

Merits and Demerits
of Slash Burning

In conneetion with the work of
forest preservation in the United
States, it is interesting to note the
respective merits and demerits of
spring and fall slash burning, as
pointed out in a statement by a
forestry official in the distriet of
Oregon and Washington. Partieu
lar reference is made to the im
portance of felling all snags on the
eut-over aren prior to the spring
burning, as, if this is not done, the
snags are apt to smoulder for a
long time and may prove to be a
constant source of danger in the
dry season of mid-summer, when a
strong wind may fan the smoulder-
g sparks into flames. A smouid
ering snag, which was ignited dur-
ing a fire on July 4, was noticed to
be still burning during the second

k of the following Novembe

he drawbacks to fall burning
are largely due to the diffieulty of
choosing the right time to start the
fires. If started at the right time,
. fall slash burning is more
thorough bocause the slash is drier
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Distribution Costs

In the search for the eauses of
the high cost of liviag one import-
ant fact should never be lost sight
of. More than 50 per cent. of the
amount realized for our annual
crops is spent in handling the
same after they leave the farm. In
retail purchasing the disparity be-
tween the price paid by the eon-
sumer is often five and ten times
that received by the producer. All
intelligent  efforts that may be
made to remedy these conditions
are to be commended.  The pro-
posal of Seeretary Houston to put
the bureau of rkets in the De
partment of Agriculture to work
on the problem of the distribution
of farm produets; the inquiry into
the rural eredit systems of Europe
and other farmers’ beneficial or-
ganizations—all these may answer
good purposes. As the means of oh-
taining immediate results, how-
ever, nothing more promising has
been suggested than the establish-
ment of a postal express with

0. D. privileges without weight
limit. The encouragement to
direct dealings between producer
and consumer which this plan
would give, places it in the fore-
front of remedial measures.—Phil-
adelphia Record.

matter worthy of attention. The
erection of an awning is a simple
matter, and one which is in the
highest degree advantageous where
food stuffs are concerned,—W. 1.,




