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AUl well iuformed bee-keepers know

somnething of the beu-keeping of the
past. They know that ini the early

ines bees were kept in log "gauins," or
in straw hives. Next carne the box
hive, madn of beards. lu those days
there were ne specialists; at Ieast, not
in this country, and as wve understand
the word? Probably net every farn er
kept bees, but a large share of theni
did, and in the fali the heaviest and the
i igh test colonies -wera brimstoned.
The3n came the grandest invention of
which modern bee-culture eau boast-
the nmovahle cornb hive. WViththebirth
ef this hive carne the specialist. Then
fellowed the bellows bee-srnoker, the
heney extractor, the section lioney box,
cornb foundaation, and queen exeluiding.
metail, and new journals sprun- Up
a nd dissemninated apicultura 1 kiiowvledre
broadcast over the land, and bee-culturc
soon attained te the dignity ef a profo~s-
sien, in which ignoraus1ce, superstition
and .slipshod, manaWeffient were sup-
plantedl hy scientifie knowledge and
positiv.e and accurate methods that
brought certain and profitable resuits.
Our country wvas iu just the righit
condition te bring the btost resuits freni
bee-keeping. It was net a howling
wilderness in which there could be.
feund ne white clover, ne orchards with
their blu..h of bleoin in the spring time,
and ne fields white with luekwheat in
the autumn; neither had it re-ached that
staZe wher3 aIl ef the grand lindens
had been made ito brooni liandls,
barrel heads or bugg,,y boxe6, the hedge
rows supplanted by th-, barbed wvire

fecadthe Swarnp once gorgeous
with the purple and go!d of auturnual
flewars had been dIraiýaed and cou vorted

inte rneadows of timothy. Thon there
wveri great foreýsts tlîat acted as
meteorological balance w~lcels. They
prevented fleods in tue spring. 'and
drou-lhts in the suniner. Uuder these
cond itions bec-keepers llourishied un tii
the greatest problern coîînected with
the business wvas the disposai of its
product. Farmers drepped the business
because they coui:1 buy thoir honey
more cheaply tin they could produce
it.

Bdat a change baus corne in many peirts
of tha- countrY. Good crops are the
exception. 1 knowv of i.o reason for
this change exccpt that the natural
honey pastures are- eut av-.ay and the
artiliciai resources are net sufficieiit te
makeorfthe businxess aprftleclig
Added to tlhis is the sunimer drouth th< t
resuits frorn the clearingr awayfth
forests. A férest is liïKe a spng Ir
holdaig watter. The earLti is shaded
and covered ivitli a tlxick coatingr of
leaves that aets as a xnuleh. Then
rhere are fallen and decayed logs, brush
and tree tops, ail of whicb absorb wvater
and retard its flow. Th~e amiunt cf
water that a forebst ivili absurb anxd lio.d
is astonishing. Slowly the water
-Vaporates or soaks into thc, earth t.
rea :pea-r iiitUic shapa ýof sprinigsý. WViti

cccdfields tiîe, vater is off for the sea
with a rush, and when the JulyN sun
peurs down bis rays there isn1) watur
witil whicbi te moisteui the parclhed,
bare earth. The time wvill corne whIeii
irrigation will be neecIed iii places
wvherd it is net new dreamned of. sMaus
ivili bc obliged te store up artificially
the w~ater that nature once stored fcr
b ir beforc he d cstroyed lier reservoi rs.

I have a1lvays advocated specidrty,
and 1 stili believe that the highcest
suecess can be hoped for icn enl.Y oee
business is ztttempteCt, but therc are
many localities new in wvhiclî I should
net dare te depend for a living uý.ou,
bee keeping, alone. Uapleasant as mnay
be the adi-ission, it scelns te be truc


