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the Ontonogon River, extending 135 or 20 miles along the trap
range each way from where it erosses the course of that stream.

They are also very apparvent in the vicinity of Porlage Luke.
On Point Kewena they may be seen extending from the Fomyti:
location, {now Fulton,) eastward along the range about 20 miles,
and across the Loke on Isle Royal, are abundant evidenees of
piining operations of the same era.  The details, concerning the
mode in which these mines were worke I—the depth and extent
of their excavations; the tools, implements, &e., nsed—muy be
seen in the Reports of the Government Geologisty, and in Mr
Foster's paper on that subject in the Swithsouian Contributions,

Tshall confine myself to the evidences which show the con-
nexion, or rather the identity of the people who wrought these
mines, with the ¢ race of the mounds,” which anciently occupied
the State of Ohio, and from them to the Aztecs, the aneestors of
the Mexicans.

That pact of the discussion which conneets the “race of the
mounds” or the “ mound builders” with the Aztees, will be brief.
The foundation for this relationship, is the learned work of I,
Delafield, upon the Antiquities of Ameries, where sl the points
bearing upon the question are most ably presented. 1ff M.
Delafield does not cstablish the point that the Mexiens are
descendants of the “mound builders,” he suceceds in giving his
opinion as nearly the chameter of a demonstration, as the nature
of the subject allows. Many of his proofs must, of nccessity,
rest upon tradition, which is always vague, upon symbolical paint-
ingy, sculptures, and charueters, such as all the ancient, ignorant,
aud half civilized nations made use of, and which constitute their
Listory, and their ouly history. Wo cannot expect, in such
enquiries, the strict conviction, which is required under oral testi-
mony in acourt of luw; if we did, there is little of written history
that would command our belief. 1n affairs of such remote anti-
quity we must of necessity, deal in speculations and deductions,
or we must abandon the subject altogether.

Nothing is better settled in ethnology, than that the North
American Indian, or Northern Aboriginesy, belong to the Mon-
golian or Tartar family, which inbabits Northern Asia,

On the basis of craniology, accordity to which the human race
is divided into families, by naturalists, the mice of the mounds is
unequivocally distinet from the North Amerivan Indian.  Mr.
Delaficld’s enquiry into the origin of the “race of the mounds?
and the excellent work of Squier and Davig, npon the Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley, show conclusively, that the
ancient mounds of the Mississippi valley are the same as those of
Mexico and Peru.

They have been examined from the western part of New York,
southerly and westerly, through the States, on the Mississippi, to
Texas, and thence through Mexico and Central Awmerica to Peru,
and are found to iavea common external appearance.  Thesame
clevated platforms of carth are seen in Ohio and in Mexico, on
which, it is presumed, the same religious rites were once celebrated.

In Pery, the Spaniards, when they conquered that country;,
found lines and circles of embankment, with exterior ditches,
situated on the summit of difficult hills, having the form and
stru~ wa of the so-called “ Indian forts,” that are so numerous in
this ate.

At the South, these works are Luilt on a larger seale than they
are here, but after the same general pattent,

The mounds at Grave Creek, Virginia; al Miamisburgh, Ohio;
at St. Louiy Mo.; and at Moorchouse Paris, Louisiana, are
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xceeded in bulk by the Pyramid of Cholula, in Mexico; but all
belong to the samo system. ‘The similarity of the eath-works
over 50 lavge a space, is one of the links in the chain of evidence
adduced by Mr. Delafield.

Another point is supported by historieal proof. There ave
among the Mexieans, national nnnals, which say, that about the
year 600 of our ¢ra, their aneesters migrated from the novth,
under an Emperor nawed Citin, or Fotan. ‘Lhere have been
comparisons made between three seulls, taken from ancient mounds
it the valley of the Mississipp, and that belong to the wee of
the mounds, if any of the relivs which are found here doj and
three others, which were procured from ancient tminuli in Pern.
—Ancient Monumends, see p. 201-2,  Their anatomical propor-
tions correspoud so well, that eraniologists pronounce them to be
of the same family.

The pyramid of Choluly, which our officers visited during the
war, is built of unbyrnt brick and of clay.  The ruins of sztelan
on the Rock River, Wiscousin, show that brick were used in the
construction of the walls; but which were partially burnt.

The Mexicans believed in, and worshipped, an evil spirit, which
they called Placalecalat! or the & rtional ow),” and had made
images of this bad deity in the form of m owl. The «mound
builders” also made and deposited in their tumuli, inmages of the
owl, which doubtless had sowme connexion with their superstitions,
probably the same as the Mexicau owls.

These are the principal proofs that the mee of the momnds
were the auncestors of the Aztees, and of the Loltees, u hranch of
the same family, who inhabited the country about Copan.  Thero
i5, moreover, a tradition, and also hicroglyphical maps among the
Mexieans, and credited by them, showing that their progenitors,
Tike the Mongolian ancestors of our Indians, were emigrants from
Asia, by the way of Behiring's Straits. -

I adopt the conclusions of Mr. Delafield, as to the mound
builders, because it is not merely an hypothesis; but is based on
strong analogies, and upon many facts.

To suppose that the “race of the mounds™ has become extinetr
would be far more unreasonable, beeause it is contrary to tho
history of nations, and is sustained by no ctidence.

Tlere I leave the subject of identity hetween the ancient Mex-
icans and the ancient race of the monnds; anil turn to the con-
sideration of the question, whether they are the people who
wrought the copper veins of Lake Superior in ancicnt times.

Mr. Delafield observes, that there are t:aditions among tho
Indians, that their ancesters drove out a people who inhubited
North America, and who occupied the ancicnt carth-works of the
west. I have never been able to verify the existence of such a
teadition; but in numerous cases, where Indiang have been ques-
tioned upon the subject of the mounds, they have replied that
they kuew nothing about them, or the peeple who built them.
The most probably theory, on this point, is, that the country was
abandoned voluntarily by the Aztees. These military worksshow
no signs of having been attacked, or of having undergone pro-
tracted sieges.  If they had been attacked, there certainly would
have been resistance; for a people so numerous, and so welt forti-
fied, would not have fled like cowards before an enemy, however
numerous, inthe open field.  An enemy could not have invested
these fortifications without constructing similar works of altack.
A perianent fortification, of any kimd, cannot be carried by storm;
but only after a tedious approach, sustained by works of a like
kind, such as trenches of circumvallation and contrava]lation:



