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"wtrd."1 fesîdes, it is impossible te have that comnion faith, and common feolihrr,
*which are necesqarily implied in beingr disciples of Christ, ivitheut having this
.tnutual affection. It is obvions iliat the man who is destitute of this vecuir
affection to Christians as Cliristians, is not-cannot be-bimiself a Christian.

And the second principle, implied in our Lord'a words-that none but Christ'%
ýdisciples are possessed of this niflètion-is ne less obv!'"--1y true. A worldly
,man, an unbeliever, ma.y respct a genuine Christian-he rnay be constrained te
do so4 he rmay even love -him on account of bis naturally amiable qualities, or of
,the natural relation in wvhich ho stands te lMin, or of the advantages hie derives
'froin him; but lie does net, ho cannot, love hira as a Chiristian. Wbat is pecu.
liarly Christian in bis character, is not, connot be, te him an object of affection.
lie loves him, net for, but notwitlistanding, his Christianity. It is only those who,
tee taught of Gcd that can love the brethren as the Master requires themn te be
loved, even as ho bimself lovecl theni-with a cordihl regard te the image of God
appearing in them-with a self-denyingt, uelf-socriflcing love. Herod respected
John; but, liad lie loi ed him for bis holiness, lie woul have obando.ied bis para-
-mour, instead of shutting up bis faithiftl reproyer in prison. It is et certain proof
'that; a inan bias passed f rom death te life, if lie reolly lovei3 the brethren.

T'his distinctive affection towards genuineCliristians is something that ouglic
net te be conceaied ; 6something, indeed, that caitnot ho concealed. Love is au
active principle; and love te tAie brethiren shows itself in nets of ltindness te thie
*Ixetlbren. True-Christians aissociate together, iii a wvay iu ivhich they de net »s.
sociatew~ith thiemenOof the world. W len dutty col Is, they associate wit f worldly
'mon ; but when they are Il lot go, they sek tlieir own company ;" and while they
M" de good te aIl mon, as tliey have epportunity," they especially abound in offices
-of ki.-dness te those" -1vho are of tlec ieusebiold of faé-*tl." It is the will ef their
Lord that it sheuld be se. Ho Iy ne means -%vishes thom "lte do their good works
before meon, te be seu of tht..i;" but lie doos wish their liglit, in doing good th
the brethren, " se te shine before mon, as that tliey, seeing their geood works, may

¶orify tleirFather.wvhodýs in hIeaven." In the earliest and best ogeoetClîristianity,
1he words ol our Lord were very remarkoably verified. It wvas thon i cemmen
expression ameng the heathen, ,,Sec ho'v these Christians love one another, and
how ready they are t- die for each ether !' The profane Lucian scoffingly says
ýol the Christians of bis timo,"I Theïr Lawvgiver bas porsuaded them that they are
ail brethren ;" and another lieatben remarks, that IlChristians love one another
hefore they are accjuaintod, if thoy but knov that they are Chiristians."

We have great cause te lament tbat the love of Christians is by ne means
se ardent, and therefore by ne means se visible, as it îvos in the primitive ago. it
lbas waxed cold; and in the churelî losing its grmat ornament, the îvurld la de.
privod of ene piincipal means of its conversion. The infidelity of the world is
c1hargû,eable, te a -considerable degree, on professed bolievers, failing te exhibit the
true charactor o? the religion o? Christ, as the religion of love. When the truc
-followers of Jesus Christ.are visibly -f one mind and cue heurt, the îvorld îvill be
constrained te believe, that the Father bath sent Ille Son. Alas ! howv de many of
us give the lie te our profession, and shut up reflecting wvorld!ly -lon te, one -or
-other of the conclusions, eith ler that wvo are flot Cliristians, or if wve are, that there
is ne such power in the doctrine and law of Christ as their author ascribes to
them.

An important question, of a practieal liind, nnturally riscs eut of Ibese illus.
tratiens. Are wve obeying the new commandment of our Lord ? Are we giving

-tlais proof of our discipleship, te, ourselves, te flic chutrcli, te Ille world ? De we
love the brethren, do'we love Cliristiiins as Clîristions ? Do îve love them frein
their relation and likeness te God our Father, and Jesus Christ, their elder brother.
Do %ve cordially esteem themn? De we afl'ectionately love tlîemn? De we do
<hem gomod as îve have opportunity ? De îve seek opportunity to do them goed
ilftppy are those wlie eau intelligently, lionestly, reply te these questions lu the
affrmative. They have Ilpassed froni dea.th te life." Thla Lo-ye of thie byethieu.,

124


