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of mankind.

Dorner was sarly ealled toa chsiv of
theology in Tubingen, then to several
other univereities, until at last he occu-

ied the chair of Schleiermacher in Ber-
Hn till hin deith. In 1881 and 1882 he
published his ¢‘System of Theology,”
trauslated into English in four volnimnes.
It is llkewise a classical work w hich can
never die. He was facile princeps amon
the philosophical divines of the age, an
one of the profoundest expoundersand de-
fenders of the Christian faith in all ages.
He was a pure, humble. modest, and ami.
able man—one of the best I ever knew,

Dr. Doruer’s health had boun failing
for the last few years. In June he visit-
ed hie luon. who is pm&uor in the th:i
ological semi at Wittenberg, an
welgi‘t with himd his wife to Wiesbaden
for his health, Ona visit to the great
mopument of Gennpany's victory over
France at Niedeiwald, he was seized by
» hemorrhage and died s0on after his re-
torn to Wiesbaden, just as be was to be
oarried from the cars to & cab to drive
" him to a hotel. He was well prepared
for the great change, and now seen Him
face to face whoee person and character
he devoutly studied and traced through
the ages as the central object of theology
and piety. .

THE CONGO CONFERENCE.

About the middle of last month there
gathered in Europe a Council of explor-
ers, dijlomatists und men of ofticicial
station, who are Lo solve the question,
now urgent, how the civilized States are
to stand 1elated to the burbarous tribes
which people the hemit of Africa. Ome
of the marvels of our time is the unveil
ing to the world,s gaze of the vast inter-
jor plains and broken hills through which
the Congo river flows.

It is just ahout a quarter of a century
since the real explorations of Central Af-
rica hegan, and it is only fourteen years
since Dr. Livingstone stood vn the bank
of a great river rending down its floods,
and supposed that he was looking upon
the upper conree of the Nile.

Seven yearw later Mr. Henry M. Staa-
ly followed the course of the same river
westward and scuthward until, after im-
menex difficu’tien and trials, he saw its
waters pouring themselver into the At-
lantic Ocean. Since that time Mr. Stan-
ly and mauy others have entered this
stream from the ocean, and passing np-

ward have messured its breadth and
gauged its depths, floated over its crlm
waters and battled with its rapids. It
begins to be known as one of the great
rivers of the world.

The country through which it flows al-
80 begins to be known. The rocky hills
through which its rapids flow, and the
ravines which run among these hills, have
been so far Jevelled and brdged that the
well-defined road, though imperfectly
made, now opens the way into the inter-
tor as far as the circular expense in the
river known as Stanley Pool. But above
that point we are told that “the great
river can be navigated for close upon a
thousand miles with steamers equal to
the largest of those that ply upon the
Mississippi; from hence too, its tributar-
ies, in compariron with which many of
which the Thames at London Brid
or the Elbe at Magdeburg, is an insignifi-
cant stream, offer four thousand five hun.
dred and twenty miles of open water,
giving acoess to an area of nine hundred
thousand squsre miles of country, per-
haps tho most fertile on the globe.” In
the beain of the Congo are now found, ac-
cording to Mr. Stanley’s estimate, nearly
ﬁftg millions of people, of countless tribes
and in various stages of barbariam.

These vast and lous lands, so sud.
denly lna.t'lohe > le, hu;lmoved the
curiosity, the ambitian, possibly the greed
of the old European uhzm The
‘‘craze” of the day among the old Rure-

an powers is colonial extension, and in
gzntnl Africa there in & wide and fresh
field for that! ‘expansion” of the populous.
kingdoms of Europe, at least for the ex.
teusion of thelr influence and their trade,
Comﬁetition has sprung up. Associations
for the purpoee of exploration and the es-
tablishment of trading posts have beem
formed, *and an International African
Association was organized in 1876 in.
Brussels, which proposed to superintend
and support certain large philanthropic-
and scieutific wnterprise in the heart of
Africa. This Association has become
a powerful one, and has certainly been s
moet useful one. It has been gradually
assuming political power. But national
rivalries have been inteneified, instead of
diminishing by the progress of eveats,
and seizures of important points bave been.
made by agents af different European
powers. The ‘land hunger” grows by
what it feeds upon, and the Congo baxin
and the surrounding cossta plains.
seem destined to be speedily parcelled
out to the eager and jealous nations of
the civilized landa.




