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zzbe commtercial

TH& POLITIOAL SITUATION~.
Though thore have beese mutterings of au irs.

pouding dissolution of Pâliament for somo Lime,
the plople wae cortainly taken by surprise
wvhen the aunouncement cime that the hoeuso
lud butin dissolved, andi that the elections
,would1 tako place on 'Mirdi 5. The cleotion
campalIgn wiiI thorofore bo rumirkalily short,
and no doubt sharp lu proportion. From a
commercial standpoint Lb!, wfil bie regardes!
favorably, as long politiosi campzigni certalnly
do not exorcise a benoficial Influence upon
trado. On the contrary the business internats
of tho country are sure to bo more or le s neg-
lectes! during svcli times.

Fur other roiens, aise of a commercial
nature, it [s desirable thac the contest lbe short.
Thoro are radical difftireuces in tho trade policy
ci the two polities! parties, ans! ntil the re.
suit is kaswn there wili lia great uncertainty
in commercial circles. It [s very desirablo
that this uncortaiu'y bie terminsted as speedily
as possible.

N)w for the princip!es at stake. The cou-
test is to b.- fought ont, on almost purely coim.
miercis! grenade. The trado policy of the two
parties is reilly the only question in the present,
campalga. The Liberal p2rty, which has been
toyiug with the question of commercial union
er unrestrictes! reciprocity (a difforent naine
for the saine thing, for sanie ime, bas at lait
comae ont eqtarely before the people on this
platform. Thse governont platiorm is a con-
titiuation ef its prote.tive policy, wvith a plank
in favor of reciprecity wvith UJnited States
iu naturel proaucts, etc. The tollowing offer
made liy the Domninion to tho United States, will
deflue the declaroi policy of our government
toward the R-public.

I. The renewal of the reoiprocity Lrcaty of
1831, witli the modifications requireJ by the
alteres! conditions ef hoth couatries, and! wich
the extensions deemed isy thse commission to
Iso in the interests of Canada aud thse United!
St es.

12. R.-consitleration of the treaty of 1889 with
reipeet te the Atlantic flîhdries, wvit1 thse afim
of securing the frce admission into the United!
States markets of Canadien fishery Sroducts in
return for thse facilities to be gianted to United!
States fisiiermen, to liuy base and! supplies ans!
te tran2hip cargues in Canada, altsucb privileges
to lie mutuel.

3. Protection of Lhe miokerel and! other
flaheries on the Atlantic ocean and in British
Waters aie.

4. Relaxation of seaboard coasting laws of
the Lwo countries.

à Relaxation of tise coasting laws of thse two
countries on thse inland waters dividing Canada
froin the Unites! States.

63 blu.ual salvago ands! aving of wrccked
vessels.

7. Arrangements for settlua tise boundary
between Canada aud Alaska. Tie treaty wonld
e! course ho ad referendumn.

lu the4r platform of commercial union thse
Liberals will rely no donbt largely upon the
agricultural vote. Tise Conservatives witi hold
the protectienist vote, whiln they alto offer the
farasere a policy of reciprocity in natural pro.

due, which if acceptable to the Unite! States, muant 1«a uniforni revenue system, unifo;nx
wouldi open the markets of the latter country internaI taxes and! tiniforni dîsties on importe
for aur agricultural exporte. Truc, parties in lrite either country." Uzider commercial union
autisority at W~a-thiagton have deuiares! Lhat aur tatiff would lie hsgher titau it i% Dow, snd
tise I"Unites! States wll esther have ccmmercial it, wouti lie regulates! at WVashsingtons insteads
union or no commercial dcalings at ail with of at Ottawa, whers certaimsy lues regard [cr
Canada." ut then there is a lisrewd ides tise intereits of Canada cvould prevail. Freet
aliroitt that tise present administration at tradters whe are frc traders in principle, cats
Washington fi nessrixsg its endi, aud tiat a no.er accept a tariff coinbination wvitIs the o ot
snccceding goverument in,.y ba wvilling to dcal extravagautly protective country in the worMd.
with U.snaila oa a nsoditied plattorin. At They will lie forcei to support our preisent
any rate, the declssration at thisetcîtical Lunte protective government with its more moderato
that the United! States wili have comrmercial protectivo policy, rather than declare in favor
union or nothisig, lueote like an attempt te oif adopting tise tariff of the United States,
courue tho electo.s ut this constry, ans! asi such NIcKiîsiey bll ansd ail, a% tise custoins tariff of
is nat likely to bie favorably receives! by the Canasda.
more independent mieds o! our people. IL is not iscessary at Luis Lime te discuss the

livîadditlon to the protectionista, the g.svern. qusestion of commercial union more closeiy.
usent will aiso have the support of tisose who Long before IL wah takeon up by any politiral
for send.msental rossons illh oppose com-ner- party iu Canada, Tur. Co.NiàiCuuAL clcarly
cial union, or wlso believe that such a puiicy defines! iLs policy on tisis questions, aud te go
is incompatible %vith our relationsbip te, the into thse maLter more deeply woultl lie but to
BriLli empire. TIii is by no ussansi an insig. repeat Lise arguments advanced! lu this journsal
nificant clase. There is also another important from titre te time duringtso pasr fewyears. Wo
section who will lie forces! inte aupportiug the wautthelargcstamoutof trade freedom with the
goverument sud its protectiva policy, many cf United States which caniposaibly bo secured, on
tbem mucis against their will. WVoroter te a fair sud honorable basis. Bat lu trading
thoso conscientious frees traders, who were with witb tise republic, we must net biud. ourselve3
the Liberals lu their fight against protection, not te trade with Great Britain or any clier
but who are unable te followv that party iu iLs country. A tariff compacet wlsich woîtld stili
wild lcap taon a free tracte policy to a platform furtlier rcstrict our trade with the world at
of which commercial union is Lie principal large. es-en if IL ahouls! opon a market te Lise
plink. Ttscse conacientiotis frce traders, de- s<tuth ci us for certain commer-dities, wo must
sertes! by LIsp leaders of tise Liberal party, may consider as decidedly objectionable froni every
now bce ropresentes! as occupying a position point of view.
Letween the deçil sud the deep tia, and it bois WbaL the outcomo wiii ho, wve wiii not
as though Lhey ilI lie force 1 to aide with the attempt to predict. Tise conteat is short ans!
dcvii (as Sir Job> bas sometirnes been picteres tise result wvitt soon ho known. Tise question
hy the maie violent o! bis oppouents) ratier o! direct taxati n for Canada, wiih [s implies!
tise launci ont upon the unexplores! ses of in tise adoption o! a commercial union arrange.
commercial union, trom the shores of which meut, wiil no donlit lie presentes! tully by thse
mnavy ugly Iooki.-g rocks sud sisosis caui easiiy Couservatives, and! thismay trightenmanytarm.
lie discerned. er from biting at the LilierA. bût. The greatest

Tise ebift of Lise Liberal party, <rom a pro. weakneas t tise government i8 thougbt liy soune
fes cd policy o! free trade, to oue o! co-insercial Le exieit in the province ot Qebcc, wisere
union, with ail that the latter implies, is cer- religious ans! race *questions are being atrongly
taiuly a moat :emarkable development of pirty .warkes! iu Lise interest o! tise Opposition. So
politica in Cinada. Wh'ilo there are a certain far as western Canada is concernes!, it [s
num5ier who are alwaya prepares! te follow probable that thse goverument wiil bave [ts
their party leaders tiscougis any ligistning issual large ui.jirity.
chatnges o! siifting policy, there are surely sa________
great many who wsll not bie able te !ollow Lie
Liberals in the preaent campaign. Conscicotions CJOIMERCJIAL UNION.
free traders certainly cannot do tc. Tise Iii conversation witb à numbor et Winnipeg
respectes! sud tisornugi f re trader Hon. Alex. business men lait week, a Co3tuleac[AL repre-
Mackenzie bas alrcady declares! againat a tariff sentative discoveres! that really very few of
compact witis Lie Unites! States. The carry- tisese apoken te unda.staud tise di3t»uction
iug ont o! these commercial union proposais betweeu Lie ternis «s-eciprocity," *'uurestricted
aimply meana that Canada muet enter iuto a reciprocity," ans! "commercial union." As
customs union iviti tise mnoat 8trongly pro- these are tie questions cf greatest importance
tectionist country in tic werld. IL mues that lu Lie preseut political campaign, iL is neceasary
Canada must adopi. the obnoxiosss McKinley that tbey abouts! ho thoroughly underatoas!.
bllI, îviici even Lie people of tise If generally well informes! business mon do Dot
Unites! States r'tpudiaLes! at their first understans! Lie-, le la te ho feares! tise masses
opportuuity. ÇCommercial union or un- wilI hsa ray he in r-position te give au intelligent
restrictes! reriprocity canenot ho caries! loto vote on March 5.
çffect witisout the unification o! tic customis Reciprocity, sncb as [s ofeure 1 by Lie present
tarife! tis the o entries. As Canada ia mucli C)minion Goverument, sieans a frue exchange
the sIaler country, it wonld mnua that tise of certain apecifieds conumodities. A joint co.-
.Çanadian tariif wonld have te ho advanced te mission appointes! by Canada ans! tise Unites!
correspond wiLb i.bat efthLie republic. Tise States wouid meet ans! arrange a Lreaty o!
ilitt resolution introduces! lu Lie Houso at reciprocity, IiY Wiiî uertain camosodiies,
Washington specifies! that commercial union principally natural producta cf Lise two coun-


