
wvorking under tho eilht.hour sud aLlier
throusands under the aine-haur systeni.

TIhe union nien ai athnr trades wiIl net m-ork
on jobs on whic l "acabs " ame empioyed. Tho
Anrerican Fedoration af Labor will uat ecatter
iLs farces, but Witt conter upo i nes laid
ea; trado by trade, cityby city, tawvn by

tenvu, IL wil moave aioag aver thre whoio in.
dustrial field."

THE BUTTER QUFIMTON AUMINI
Oua of the grestest difliculties iu cennection

with tho baadling: af butter la tho custoin wbich
ptevals ai payiag Que price for ail qualitie.
This la a difficulty wbich scoees inevitable et
long as the butter' h andled Lb rougir the stores.
Tite great haul ai thre butter produced la
MNantitaba la pnroased from tho makers by the
met-chanta, lu excirauge for stare gooda. liarter
rather than purchase la tiae proper term ta use
hero. The fermer bringa i lits butter, eggs,
etc., snd trades it with tire mercirant, for groda.
Sometinies the butter lat takon la paymoat for
geedapreviousiy purchasoil; thougb at tbore-
cent retailert' convention iL w~as decided ta re-
fuse ta take butter ou accouaS.

The resnît ai baudling butter la this way, la
exchange for gooa ia, that IL ha% beome a
custom ta take ail qualities at ane prlce. Mer-
chants have feinta it practically impossible te
discriminate as ta the quality of butter. If
they wero ta shlow une oustomer a botter price
than another, they wonld bc coatinnally giving
offence. IL la afact that almoqt every farmer's
wife thioka bier butter la juat as gond as any
other persans, sud if a merchaut would dare
ta discriminate la tis matter, it would bo takea
as s personal insult by those ai bis custormerA
whese butter was net up ta tire mark. The
merchant la therofturo placed la an awkward
position, sud. iL la nlot a inaLter fer sur-
prWs that thre one-price systesm lu takiog
butter bas become geacrai. IL la about tbe
enly thing the met-chant could do undor the
circumstauces. Asyatem ot inspection wvhcreby
the merchant could take tire butter accordiag
te gr4de sud ho relieved himsolf ai the respon.
sibility o! fixing thre quaiity, bas beeu talked
ai; but ne practical aystema ai tuis nature can
ho devised. Il tire met-chants decide ta Lake
butter accarding ta quality, tirey wiil themeivea
have ta bc the judges of tho quality of the
article, sud thia they evideatly are net prepared
ta de.

A result ai tho one prico systern for ail,
qualiles la, that thre faruners have ne encourage-
ment ta endeavor ta maka oaiy a superlor
article ai butter. If they take pains ta turni
out fine butter aud ait rewarded for iL b3ý
reccivlng the same prlu.o as la paid for grease,
tirey will sean becomo careless. tTnder tis
systexu it la tireft no -Wonder tirat sucir a
large proportion ai tiro dairy butte reachlng
,ur markrets la ai poor quaiity. la viow ai tihe

vast imuportanit ao thre daiay interesta ai tire
country, lu ia vcr destrairie that sometiring
$1101311ire doue te encourage thre fat-mors tac take
every pains ta make good butter. If pa-aperly
Irsudlcd aur butter trado shouid hcof great
value te tihe country, but Lire Wa6y 11 is roiug
naw, its value wlU ho largely_ Jat. Wo might
just as wall have b utter -wbicb vould bring. 15
te 20 centit per potna la outide mrat-koLa, as

pound aud thre latter range la about thu value
of thre bulk at aur butter iu say castera arar-
keto. Tho differeace represents tho bass ta
tho produccrs.

Tin fit-st thing aecessary ta improe the
quality ai butter la, ta purcirase IL accordiag
ta quaiity, aud thereby encourage the produicers
ta mako as good an article as they can. lu
order ta do tbîb it Witt probably ba aecessary
ta Abandon thre proseut mode of bandling butter
tbrougb the stores lu exclbsogo for gooda, and
aubstitute a 8ystemn of purcbaging for cash. If
butter woe pnrchbed fer cash, thre samo as
wheat, iL would ho takea accordiag ta quality.
Tho buyer la this way wventd psy what the
article ivas wortb, and af course good butter
would ho worth more tban poor stuif. Under
thisa yetern the marchent would bc relievcd of
handling tho article, and ho wonild receive cash,
instead ai butter, for goode wbicb. wouid other-
wise have been bartered la exehaugo for tire
cenimodity. Ha would ho glad ta gel; rid of
baadling the butter, for it bas beau anytbiag
but a profitable tradts for hlm ai late.

Thougir the ono.prico syatemt for ail qualities
la oae of the evils ai bandling butter tbrougb
the stores, It la nlot thre oniy evil grewing eut
of tire barter system. Another difficuity which
this system bas led te is the fact that higber
pricea bave been paid for butter thon the situa-
tioa rvould warrant. Compotition bctween
dealers bas induccd tbem ta advanco prices ta
an unwarraatablo exteat. A leader liast sortie.
times bea mado of thre price of butter, in order
ta gaia custom. As tire article la taken la traite
aud there la a margln on the goods se traded,
met-chants bave net been as carefui ta keep
prices âowu ta logitimate values. On this ac-
canut butter transactions have beca rendered
vcry uusatisfactary ta satie dealers. Maay of
the storekeepers bave net tire proper accommo-
dation for keeping butter, and tbe quality la
dcteriorated before tbey sbip it ta mar-ket.
This la another important reason why a change
la the system ai baadiag butter la desirabie.

Conaidering ail pointa IL would appear that
if thre preseat mode af haadiag butt.-r tbrough
tho stores, la exchllnge for gooda, conld ho
ahaadoaed la favor of a syst-em of dia-teL pur.
chase for cash, by regular butter dealers, iL
would ha an advantage ta bath the, farmers snd
mearchants, aud -% great gain ta the country at
large. The met-chants would ire relieved af an
nprofitabie portion ai their business, the
farmera would receive encouragement ta inako
a choice article, and the couatry would gain
by the enhianced value ai thre exportable surpiu.a
Tho marchauts sart ovideutly auxieus ta ho a-e-
lieved of this ta-nck-aud.trade systeru o! doing
business. At a recent joint meeting of the
business men ai Minnedosa, Neepawa and
Rapid City, threc prospereus towns la the
nortbwestern country, tbe merchants aIl agrced
te discontinue the haadiag ai buttur and aLlier
produco, providing parties coula be iaduccdl ta
cornte inand purchase these commodities direct
irom thre farmera for cashr. Tho plait propascd
by tireso merchants la ta arrange for say two
market étaya per week at each tawn, on whicir
days thea farmers wonid camte inasud dispose ai,
their produco for cash têhbuyers whc, wouid irc

'i la aLLe lance. Thoe market days would came
* in iOq * iIon t the digçq;t jpaIntae., tW't

buyers could go from n- p laco to the othor.
Unloas dealers caa bo secured to purehaze the
praduco, theo achenie wiIl fall through. Tiioso
proposais are very important in thecir nature.
ani tliey appl~ar perfeotly practicable, And
likely to bc vory boneficial to t1to intereste con.
cerned, if they eau bc carricd out. IL ia to bo
hoped the movo may prove succesaf ut, and if au

rit wili lead to the rovolutionizing of the produco
trado of Manitoba, ini a direction which wili bu
in the iatereat of tho country at largo.

A BUTTER COOhBINE.
A butter combination liast beon formed at

Minneapolis for the purpose oi furtheriug tho.
butter intercats of the statuofa Minnesota.
The combination la made up of about twenty
ecameries. These croameries will ail aip thoe
output ta Minneapolis, whence 15 wili ho dis-
trjhuted to the varlous markets. Tho contral.
organization will have charge ut the ma rketing
of the butter of the combiucd ecameries, aud
it la hoped that in titis way botter resulte wiiI
bo attained. If conducted properly, this plan
shoota provo advantageous ta the creamories.
If the manufaicturer attends properly ta making
the butter and turning out a god article, it la
about as much as ho can bceoxpectP'd ta (Io.
The manufacturer as a rute is nlot a tiuccesaful*
dealer. In this case the manufacturera turc,
thoir product over to a contral orgaaization,
wbichi no doubt will bo undor the contrai of a
practicai commission dealor, Who, will knouw
whore ta place iL ta the boat advantage. and.
at the right time. If Manitaba dairy butter
could AUl bc sthipd juta soma central market,
white IL ia freZh snd handled ln somte sncb way,
it migbs prove advantagcous ta dealers aud pro.
ducers.

FEEflhING STRAW.
Mr. O'Mallery, member of the Manitoba

legaslature, heartily endorses the remarkit
muade in Tus CommaRacIAL rogarding the eus,
taut of burning straw. 2%r. O'Mailery is *a
successini. Manitoba farmer, sud ho knovs
whereof hoe speaks. Ho liast flot fallowed the
geueral custamt among farmera in thls country
af buruing strsw alLer threshing, ia ordor ta
get it ont of the way. On the other baud ho
has preserved bis straw, aad Luis year it bas

corne ia very usoful. Soma) af bis stock have
been fed an straw this winter, and have came
thraugh li gond order. Hoe bad saine straw
four years aid ou his farci. This ho did flot
usa himseli, but ho gave IL ta soute neighbors
who werc short of feed, and they have aince in.
formed hini that it made verygaood feed, and
bsd heiped them out a good da. If farrners
hadl used a little forethougbt la thia matter,
and had presorved thoir straîv, thore wauid
have been little trouble abouta shortage ai feed
this 'wlater. Now that they have bad alessan,
tiîe should apply it, and thus savo themselves
frein any possibility of a nhartage of foed ia
the future.___________

ARBOR BAY FOR. MANITOBA.
The Manitobar Gazette contains a proclamatior.

fixiag the eighth day of May a a p "bli rolday
te beg observed as Arbor Day. Tho proclam-
ation urgez ail. tbe inhabitanta of the province
ta set spart tho day for the pianting of ferest
ana ather trees, and sks aUl municipal, religions
snd scijool corporations ta assiat in carrying
ont tbe objecte for the attaiament of whl
this holiday bas been iastituted. IL la ta bc
hoped that the day wr.ibc abserved for thre pur.
poseo appoiated, aud nlot merely as a holiday, as
cas been thre case sa largely ln, fice past. In
this prairie country thore is notblng Whlch ive
necd more than trucs ta iniprove t he apýeear.
suce of our surronnid.nga Farmers especiallv
as a rifle ara vcryý careles about beautifyin<;
their premises. A fow trcs plantied each year
,bptut buildings and, ia ather places wouldswoa

add gatly th the apposa-suce of ibo country,,
and beardes would ie ai much meal value te tlhr

op'iorty W1199Qi tlhey ivere SM~WDI
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