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THE COMMERCIAL

Northwest Trade and General News. '

The Commercinl Bunk of Manitoba has
declured a dividend of 3} per cent. for the !
current half year. ‘

Fifty new coal cars for the N. W. C. & N,
Co’s Railway have arrived at Duntmore and '
are now being set up there.

J. C. Do Gayne & Co., merchants, Rat Port.
age, are building a large store at Keewatin,
near the Ottawa Bank block.

Inglis & Swith, of Moosomiun, Assa., have
lately shipped to Calgary a car load of stock
for Lewin & Scott, and a car load of cattle and
hogs 1o Winnipeg.

The steamer Glendevon came to Selkirk
lately, bringing with her the largest cargo of
fish ever brought into Selkirk, there being
three hundred thonsand pounds on board.

A board of trade has been organized at
Minnedosa with the following office-bearers:
J. D, Gillies, M.P., president ; T. A. Cuddy,
vice.president ; F. Boyd, sceretary treasurer.

The excavation for the basement of the new
Union Bank building at Lethbridge, Alberta, is
completed. The building is to be of stone, two
stories with basement, and will be tke finest in
the town,

J. E. Thomnas, gencral merchant, Portage la
Prairie, hus rented another store in the Lafferty
block. and is now making the necessary
alterations to convert both stores into one,
which will then make a fine store.

Calgary Tvibune: The first train load of
western cattle have been shipped by the North.
west Cuttle Co. to the old country markets.
The cattle which have just come off the range,
are in magoificent condition, and range from
3 to 5 years of age, and will weigh at the
present time about 1,500 pounds cach. Of
course cattle that have never caten anything
but prairie grass, will feed but poorly at the
different feeding places along the line, this with
loading and unlvading of cattle that have

scarcely had a wan near them will likely be
150 or 200 pounds lighter, but looking at them
to-day they are as fine a bunch of beevesas any !
one might wish to look ut. There was some f
difficulty getting the first carload or so loaded,
but under the superintendenceof Geo. Lane and I
JohnWare, the boys soon got into the *hang of
it’, and rushed them in,  The rest of the ship- '
ment (avout 700 head in all), will follow as
quickly as the C.P.R. can provide cars to tzke
them.

At a public meeting held at Lethbridge, Al-
berta, to consider the liquor question, the
following resolutions were passcd: That the
present system in regand to the liguor traffic in
the Territorics is onc that has been shown, by |
year's of experience, to be impossible to carry
out, and which, in its present conditian, is in-
jurious to both the momals and finances of the
Territorics ; therefore, it is the opinion of this
meeting that it would be ads isable for our repre.
scntative in the Northwest Council to lay the

matter before the Council at its next session,

and to take such steps to have the matter laid ¢ b
. abilitics in this direction arc unlimited, as

before the Dominion Government as will lead
to its early abolishment. That the issue of the
Licut..Governor’s pormit to respousible parties

in Lothbridge for the impartation, manufacture
and sale of beer in tho district is greatly to be
desived, Loth us leading to the establishment of
a large industry and a cousequent murket for
barley and other products ; and as also leading
to the ditninution of the hunge proportions of the
present illicit trade in liquor.

Personal.

Mr. B. Johuson, of Kilgour Bros., wholesale
papers, ete., Toronto. was in the city last week
en route iome from as far west as the Pacific
coast,

Mr. W. H. smuth, resident representative at
Winnipeg for Smith & Fudger, wholesale fancy
goods, cte., Toroato, returned from British
Columbia and the west last week.  Mr. Smith
goes east in a day or so.

—— el ) el et

Alberta’s Ritness for Lige Stock.

The suunner has_been the most favorable to
the *‘stock” interests yet known, since the es.
tablishinent of ranches in the district. ‘The
rain during May and June caused the growth
of abundance of grass. it would be impossible
to imagine finer or wore abundaut pasturage
than that which covers the foot hills of the
Rocky Mountains in the district of Alberta.
The stock arcin the primest condition, and the
calves and foals, if not numerous, are certainly
more vigorous and promising thun I have ever
seen them in that country; and while the
ranchers may this year, on account of the
severity of the winter, find their profits lessen.
ed, and their expectations, to a certain extent,
unrealized, yet I am satisfied that in the end
good will result, and those intending to stock

range will have learned from the past winter’s
experiences that un-acclimated cattle, and in-
experienced cattlemen, no matter what their
eastern experiences as stockmen may have been

are not calculated to stand the vicissitudes ot !
which stock cattle are exposed, cven in the .

comparatively mild winter of that country,
when left to forage for themselves, as range
cattle must necessarily be left to do.  The past
winter has demonstrsted that while the district
is capable of feeding 1n suminmer several mllions
of cattle, the arca in which cattle can be safely
wintered is compamti\'cly litnited so far as has
yet been ascertained.  The attention of stock-
men of Alberta is very largely directed to horse
breeding. Bauds of breeding stock have been
imported from British Columbia, Uregon, Mon-
taun and other territorics, besides larze num-

bers of mares sent from Ontario and Quebec. |

During the Jxrcscnt year a large number of
thoroughbred stallions and maves have been
imported from England and Ireland, as well as
from Kentucky and the Canadian provinces.
These include thoroughbred, draft, Clyde,
Percheron, English hackney horses cad trot-

ting sires.  Severe as last winter was on cattle, |

mortality in herses was nothing and the whole
results were such as would satisfy the most
sanguine cxpectations. It will, therefore, be
scen, that in a few ycars the district will not

, only supply the local demand, which, as cmi-

gration increases, must necessarily be large ;
but horscs of all kinds will be seat to our east-
ern markets, and before many years the sur-
plus stock will find its way for the remounting
of not only the English but coutinental armics,
as well as for carriage, tramway, saddle and

other horse markets.  In fact Alberta may be

considered of the best, if not the very best,
horse-breeding country in the world.  Its cap-

horscs can be bred satisfactorily if judiciously
managed, extending as it docs north of the
boundary line, 600 miles square.

Facts, yor AraumENTS.—Men who are a)
ways talking about what they are going to o,
or mean to accomplish, rarely, if ever, do it
Such men do ulot of talking, but very little
acting or working, Wero thoy to practice wha
they preach, they would very likely be success
ful. The world judges men by their acts, ny

. uot by their talk or promises.  Argwments are
! good but facts arve better—thoy conviu
! Deeds and acts zlone count in life ;s not Llusty
or swagger. The merchant who makes a for
tune in trade is a factor, while the one whe 4,
tends to, is only a tigure. It is what is accow
plished that satisfies the world. The mau i,
wins or is successful, whether in trade or i
battle, invariably carries off the honors, - £\ .

It i3 understood that the Comptrolle .
Currency will in his next report to Congies
suggest an important amendment to the uatiuug -
bank act with a view of preventing, undu.
1 severe penalties, the compromising by am
bauk of any case of misappropriation, embez,)e
ment, misapplication of funds or any othe
offence which renders ofticers or employees ¢
national banks liable to criminal prosecution.
under the acts now in force. Such an amend
ment would be an entirely proper one. It woul:
only be in the dircction of a further recognitio:
of the public nature of such offences azainst ti.
community. Crimes of this nature are pull;
wrongs which affect the whole community, an:
it ought not to be in the power of offenden
quilty of them to secure immunity from publ
prosccution, whether by the favor of bant
officials or otherwise., Bankers are particular
ly interested in the maiutenance of a hig
standard of commercial morality; which acy
such as those agninst which legislation is songh:
cannot but affect unfavorably, and they wi
doubtless be glad to see the suggestion of th
. Cowptroller embodied in legislation.-— /2 aa
slree s,

As we have already pointed out, the questu-
. of the establishment of a decinal system «
" coinage is again attracting attention in kug

land. Not lung ago a deputation representi,

several of the chambers of commerce waite | 3
upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer to urpy -
upon him the desirability of making the change -
and both before and since the matter has e,
the subject of many articles in the daily pree 7 5
. avd in periodicals. One of the most recenta - 2
these, which appears in Longman’s Magazr
| goes beyond the question of decimalizing .
and finds in the cstablishment of the deiiaz
system the basis for an approximation toi.
unifonn monetary system. The writer, M+ |
W. W. Hardwicke, points ont that this systex
. forin the best basis for the rcason that masta -
. thenations of the world have a decimal coinage =

India, the Ottoman Empire and Egypt H:
would not erect adecinial system™in' Eaglanea

- furnishing approximate cquivalents in the Eyj. - -4
lish coinage to the most importaat foreign cors . 33
the dollar, the franc and the marc. Whs |
treated in this way the proposition has ann
terest which is not limited to tho financial ax: -
commercial rclations of Great Britain, extensr
and imporrant as theso are, and the idea atth:
basis should atiract attention abroad.— frei-

Klreets, 3

the exception being confined to Great Britaz * 28

the existing penny as a basis with the viewé 8




