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THE COMMERCIAL,

Personal Knowledgs.

Hidden or ocenlt knowledge might bave been
onee a part of the paraphernalia in which scien-
tists dreased their discoveries, and inventors
concealed their improvements. But oceult
knowledge is nota thing of the past, even in
these days of mechanical exactness and experi
mentsl demonstration. It is possible for a
workman to hold some method ur process so
sccurely that, even if willing, he may find i
difficult to impart it to a learner. This state-
ment does not tefer to ¢ tricks in the trade,”
which are mere mountebauk prateasions, but
to real kunowledge of absolute value ¢hat can.
not be readily fmparted. When a man is found
who possesses this kiowledge in any depart
ment of mechaunics, he is a valuable man ; what
he knows on his own specialty hie knows thor-
oughly. There can be no question that Cicero’s
stotement, *“ Poeta nascitur, non fit,” is an ab.
solute truism when applied to sowe workers in
mechaunics—they are net made, but they are
horn mechanics.

Thlus'eations of this fact are probably fumiliar
with many experieaced and clderly mechanics
There is a tool-maker in an extensive 2stablish
ment, in which coiled springs of steel-wire are
largely used.  The springs are wound fiom the
annecaled wire, and after Leing completed are
hardened and tempered. Some of them are
“open” aud some are ‘“close” springs. QOut
of 22,000 springs, of which an account was kept
in consecutive workings, only six spriags failed
the severe trial test, The temperer was anwell
aad out for cight working days, and of the
springs hardened znd tempered by his assist.
any, who had a year’s instraction, less thon
onc-half passed the test. In this caze the
writer hud reason %o krow that the temperer
had used his beat endeavor to bave his assist-
ant his ultimate successor.  Some lack of sen.
sible impression made by heat aud color on
fecling or on sight must have been the cuuse
of the differenco between the resnlt of the as.
sistant’s work and thit of his teacher.

There isan old machinist now living, but
superannuated, who was famous in his day for
Lis superior hand-made edge-tools. A pocket-
kuife with a restored blade of his workman-
ship was doubled in value because he had
made it. This was before the manufacture of
cutlery had bren attemjied in this country.
His two snus succeed him, hut they have never
heer able to ecqual their father iu this direc.
tion. '

Ata la ge manufactory of sword-blades for
army parposes, masonic anl other regalia, one
mau has tempered them for many years. Al
though he has been engaged ia other hnsinesy
for years, he is ca'led whenever a latch of
blades are to be tempered.  Although heis
willing to unpart verhal iustiaction and helpa
Ieavner, he has never had a pupil to cqual
him

The,e is a large scythe manafactory in a
New Eugland town, naking 14,000 dozen
scythes a year, aud the president of the com-
pavy has for years hardencd and tempered
every scythe that leaves the works, because no
other man in the works can do 30 well.—Scien-
tiric American.

Contracts by Telephone,

The Kentucky Supreme Court has decided
that contracts made by telephone shall be valid
if their tiausmission can be established by sat.
isfactory testimony. Iu the case decided omne
Kuykendall, of Morgantown, aud one Sullivan,
of Bowling G ewn, made a contract by tele-
phonic conversation with each other. The tele.
phone operator, for some reason, carried on the
conversation for Kuykendall and testified to
portions of the agreement, but had forgoten
some portions of it. Other witnesses in the
teleplions station testified to the teums of the
contraet. The court ucld that such a contract
was equivalent to one made through an inter-
preter, when the partics Lo it could not vnder-
stand the language spoken by eachother. Uie
Judyge dissented from the opin‘on.  This is a
leading case, as it is the first litigation of the
kind that has been carried to a cou.t of last re-
sort,  Chicago Jow nal of Comnrerce

Rapid Communication.

Tucredible stories have long had currency as
to the rapidity with which communication can
be made without the aid of the eclectiic tele-
graph,  Asiatics are credited with the 2bility
to cxpedite news with an accuracy and a celer-
ity that leave the most carefully devised mail
agencies of their European invaders hopelessly
beaten, and yet up to the present time no one
has revealed the use or employment by Asiatics
of specinl means of correspondence. 1t does
not appear that carries pigeons are cmployed
by them to convey intelligence ; nor arve foot
messengers so remarkably swift as to excel re-
cords familia1 in Euvope and Ameriea.  If the
means are narvowed down to swift dromedarics
or horses, we get at some definite idea as to the
gronnd tha can be covered in a day by special
couriers ; and if we allow two hundred and
fifty wiles & day, it will be seen thet the rmate
at which news travels in the East is not for in
excess of that av which the contestants traveled
7n the roller skating contest iu this city recent-
ly. The French government have been making
experiments in Algeria with the ciew of obtain.
ing data on this interesting and important suls-
joct, and it is waid that they got a speed with
couriers of not quite two hundred and fifty
nites to the day.  We have grave doubts as to
the trustworthiness of the tales now sfloat
about the rapid trausmisaion of news in Egypt
by the Ambs during the preseut wai.  Any one
who haslivedin the cast or in the tropical ve-
gions kaows that tie merest peasant or laborer
there can outdo any Western regorterin exag-
geration, and that it is only with the wtmast
difficulty that precisc information on vy suls
Jeet can be obtamwed. The gorernmeat of India
may have been seconl in getting news at the
tirre of the naiive rebellion. and the uewsfrom
Egypt way have reached Mecea or Alexaudria
before it was given to London ; but the Asiatic
governments, which ought to kaow something
about tlic matter, arc all getting the clectric
telegraph as quickly as they can, for themsel-
ves, if not for their people.—Electrical World.
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Snaravy isat the head of the nurror manu.
facturing industry of the world, producing
790,000 square yards unnually.

Recent Legal Decisions.

FrRAUDULEAT CONVEYANCE==PRESUMPTIOY . B
In tho case of Walsh vs. Ketcham, deaded o :

Fehruary 16, the Supreme Comt of Misguy;
held that a voluntary conveyance wade by o BB
who is iv debt is only presumptively frgy, |
Tent, and ti:at the presumption may be reliuttey, §
but that if no evidence 18 given to shoy o B
the donor had ample means to meet his Jialy; §
ties, then the traasfer must be deemed veid u 3
against creditors.

STATUTE OFLIMITATIONS —~AGREEMENT Wi N
oUT CONSIDERATION.~-AR ugreement or yrop ,;'
ise, made without a consideration, to posty.., B
or entend the time of payment of a debtor e B
wand is void, and does not therefore prevy
the running of the statute against the nghy o
the creditor to maintain au action there: B
Green v, the Coos Bay Wagon Road Compuy, [
decided by the United Staies Circust Court £1 B
the Distiict of Oregon, X

CovsTITUTIONAL Law—~TRIAL 1Y Jrry-yg
law of tihe Terrvitory of Montana rendeny B
railroad companies Huble for cattle xilled l. g

ment, which appraicement was made conay
ive evidence of such value, was recently i
unconstitutional by the Supreme Courtof M B
tana, as depriving the companies of the nx: B
to trial by jury guaranteed by the Constitatrs ¥g
of the United Stutes, Graves vs, Northem b

cific Railvoad Company. -

EXTRADITION—NON-EXTRADITAELE Crlaz~
Under the treaty of 1842 between the Uriw
States and Great Britain, an extradited {.,
tive may be held by the receiving gw.-cma'
on his prior conviction and sentence for a e B -
extiaditable crime, and in the tribunals of &
own country the smrended fugitive ar: -
quesiion the goed faith of the extradition jn @
ceediags.  So held by the United States ¢ 8
cuit Court for the Westein District of Penzyy: §
vania, in the matter of Miller, decided Fedx
ary 18.  The court declared that it was
that an offender could acquire no rightsage &
the claims of justice by flight to o foreig
isdiction.

MORTGAGE~=DERT--PAYMENT. - Where i
records show the existenze of a mortgage ol
real estate, to sccure a negotiable debt not w2 -
due, a puichaser of the land whoe nales &§.
payment of the debt to the mortgagee wik
requiring the prodaction of the mortgage o
other proper evidence of the authority touua g
fy the record, is guilty of carclessvess, ¥k
wakes the payment at his pnil.  So held 4
the United States Cirenit Court for the Dist
of hausas, in the casc of Windie vs. Bonelar [
vt al., deaded March 13, The Court decis g
that the mortgage was but an mutdent o &R
debt partaking of iss negotiability, and thiig
party purchasing the land and sccking to3f ©
move the mcumbrance was obliged to taleaE
that he made payment to the proper party. J

Fire Ixstravce—* Vacaxt” Urrpp-g .
Where the owner of 2 dwelling, who sit.f
tenaut hes vacated the premises moves B 5§
nitwic into and cleans up the housc withistf
tention of m:kivg it his residence, Lut d=f
thut time docs not actually ocenpy itat t5¥ -
subsequently leaves it temporarily on beSef:

.



