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THE CRITIC.

FURTHER DOINGS OF TILE MAJOR.
By F. Brake Cnrorton.
(Author of “The Majur's Biy Talk Stories,” “The Bewildercd Querists,” §e.)

NISQUIDED BY EXPERIENCE

I onco started for a certain inland village with o load of miroms to
bartor for ostrich feathers, The idea secemed a promising one, for on iy
la&t trip o rich negro had given mo a very high price for my pocket looking-
glass, aud [ had always found Africans us vain of their stylo of beauty ns
wo aro of ours. Yet 1 waa dvomed to return feathorless and mirrorless.

"The very last day of our journey we encountered a simoom ; to describe
which properly would make my story too long. I swallowed vnough sand
to satisly an ostrich, and pucks of dust got underneath tho cover of thoe
waggon and overlaid the mirrors.  Wo had tv halt at a river to polish our
goods avd wash ourselves bofore entering the Buctoo village to which we
were jowmneying

Wo ruinged our mirrors slong the bank aund, wading iuto tho sticam,
dashed water ovor thom. While I was thus washing tho large toilet glass
which I desigued for tho Buctoo chief, one of my negroes—who was a vory
undemonstrative man— stopped working and gazed at mo fixedly.

* What are you gaping at ¥* I eried.

Heo pointed calmly at my logs.

A largo crocodile had swum noiselessly behind me, and was at that
moment opemng his snous with a view to amputating one of my nether
limbs. I started to one side, but I was too late. The water retarded my
flight, and leviathan is not such a slow or uawieldy creatura as he appoars
to be. 1o a few seconds the brute's lonyg jaws protruded hefore me, ono on
cach side of my right log! 1 saw them closing on the endangered limb,
Then I saw them opening with a jerk , and to my amazement the boast
rushed furiously at the largest mirror !

Hohiad scen what he thought a strange crocodile catching a man on the
bank of his own river. This bold poaching on his preserves could not be
allowed for an instant! 7The defiant trespasser on his domains had to ho
chastised. Such encroachmonts on his riparian rights should bo uipped in
the bud, if he knew how—and le rather guessed ho did. Though he had
barely mado bis mark upou mo, yet business had to bo attended to before
pleasure. Hesides, he objected to violent exerciie after meals. Hence my
reprievo.

He crunched the mirror into small bits, and then smiled for a moment,
fondly imagining that ke had swallowed his vanished antagonmist in the
ghortest time yot reported. But catching sight of the funcied intruder in
anothor glass, he charged at it, moro furious than before. Io smashed all
my glasses beluro ho etopped, except one.  This was a minor that magnified
and distorted objects. I brought it thinking some ono of the liuctoos
might bave a taste for caricatures and give an extm prico for it. In this
glass the crocodile saw his own opoen jaws much larger than life, and his
own hideousness increased twofold ; and he sersibly concluded not to
tacklo any such reptile as that.

Flopping back into the water in disray, he saw me standing on the
bank at a safe distance. Then he sortowed vainly over his lost opportunity.
He had abandoned a substance for a shaiow, and could not av.id musing
desolately on what might have been !

I could scarcely beliove at first thut my leg was on my body, nuch less
that it was only slightly scratched. Indaed, I had begun to hop away on
my left foot, and did not attempt to uso my right leg at all until the shallow
water through which I was hopping tripped me up. Howevor, the very
moment I was out of danger I proved conclusively that the limb war quite
sound and strong, by kicking the undewmoustrative nigger who had stared
at tho crocodile coming to eat o, as quietly as ho would have stared at o
wild beast feeding in a cage.

As the negroes turned our lightened waggon homewards, I cocked my
gundnnd looked rovengefully towards the reptile that had destroyed my

00ds.
& He was floating despoudently down tho stream, quito regardless of
another crocodile which was swimming fiercely at him.

“ No moro fights with phantoms tor me to-day ! thought the dazed and
disheartened animal. .

And whilo ho was thus musing his encmny (who was a sad reality) so-

cured a deadly grip upon him, and took him dows 1o his quict dining-room
2t the bottom of the river.

(To be Continued.)
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A Nxw Sort of Fire Insuraxce.—*Look hore, Bridget,” said a Van
Ness avonuo matron to her cook the othor day. * I really can't allow you
to have company in the kitchen every night.”

“Jt's all along of the terriblo fire in Chicago, mum.”

¢ What on carth has that to do with ity”

“Why, mum, ever since then I do be sfraid of firo, so that I have ono
of tho boys from the engine houso round tho corner come and sit with me
evenings. It do mnake me feol wore comfortablo like, somehow.”

ALL ¥orR A HEART.—* You don't reaily love him, my deari”

“ Woll, porhaps not; but it's my first chance and I may never got
another.”

“ Nover mind if you don't.
heart.”

“That's just whut's the matter, mamma. Charlic has been after my
hoart for oighteen months and I guoss I better let him have it.”

Wait until you find a man after your own

A.—Stephen & Non,
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