THE CRITIC.

11

a sort of honorary mess president even yet! I thanked His Royal High-
ness, and told him I still tried to do my duty to my country. Aund so I do,
youdog! Am I not always recommending her defenders to drink the best
brands only? Nothing injures the constitution more than drinking bad
wine, Now, Master Bertie, 1 have succeeded in getting young Devereux
entered, bear in mind I shan't like it if he's bea..  Tell him he must pass
1 don’t want His Royal Highness to blow me up for having interfered in
behalf of a confounded fool. You had better wiite to him at ouce, and tell
him to Jook up his books again. Thank goodness, in my time they didn't
think it necessary we should know so much before we began.  ‘They caught
us young, and left it to the regiment o break us in.
“Your affectionate uncle,
# Roserr BRALUOCLK.”
Gilbest Slade was excessively pleased at the result of the Major's inter
ference.  Hc felt that he really had Leen of prompt service to Miss
Devereux in this business.  And then he thought that 1t would be rather a
credit to himsolf to have introduced into the regimeut a recruit who could
ride like Charlie, for Gilbert bad too much of the racing instincts of his
family not to recognise that Charlie only wanted practice to become a really
good gentlewan rider, and even in a canvalry regiment men good butween
the flags are yare. There was one thing—it was of cuurse humperative upon
him now to write to Miss Devercux, and somehow he thought it would be
rather pleasant to open a correspondence with Lettie.  That missive duly
! arrived iu Qoslow Gardens, and threw the recipient and Mrs. Connop into
a state of the wildest delight, tempered-with no little anxicty ou the subject

of this examination. She had heard Charlig speak of men bring plucked ]

for their ** little go,” which she knew meant failure to pass an examination
of some sort, and her confidence in her brother's riding was considerably
greater than {hat she reposed in his reading.  As for Mrs. Connop, she felt
quite confideut of her favorite nephew’s ability to do anything in that way.
Had he not gone through a tourse of University training ? and was it likely
that an examination for the army could have any terrors for a man who had
undergone such a preporation? But she, 100, had her misgivings; it is
often the case, we attain what we ardently desire, and are immediately
afflicted with doubts as to whether, after all, we were not, perhaps, better
without it. Charlic, she knew, although she kuew it very partially, had
developed a faculty for getting into money troubles at tne University, and
her experience told her that equal facility an@ greater temptation existed for
indulging this infirmity n the army. And it did occur o Mrs. Connop,
even in this hour of triumph, that his outfit might not be the only demand
that would be made upon her purse strings.

Letuie hastened to reply to Gilbert Slade’s letter, and thauk him for the
trouble he had taken in her brother's behalf. * Indeed, Mr. Slade,” she
said, it has been very good of you to take all this trouble in Charlie’s
behalf. And I have no doubt that it was mainly the cunning hints he
received from you, which enabled him to make himself acceptable to Major
Draddock, to whom also we feel very much indebted about the whole busi-
ness. The idea of bis being in the sume regiment with yourself is delightful,
because I am sure that you will put him in the way of things ; and though L
have no-fear of his soon making his way, yet the life will be strange to him
at first, as he has had no experience of the ways of wilitary mea.  As for
passing, he writes very confidently, and vows * that he shall pull through,
though it may Le with a fall or two ;' and, as I know he is very much in
carnest about obiaining his commission, I believe him. Once wore, Mr.
Slade, T must say that I don't know how to tell you how grateful we feel
You must come down and sce Polestar win at Lincoln ; and then, perbaps,
we may induce you to come on to North Leach, and have a few days'
hunting in the Wolds. With kind regards from Auntic,

“*Yours wost sincerely,
“ Lerrie DevirReux.”

Gilbert conceived this letter required acknowledgment, and wrote 2
courteous reply, in which he expressed his hope of assisting at Polestar’s
expected triumph in the autumn; and further requesting that he might be
infurmed as speedily as possible of tho result of the fray between Charlie
and his torturers ; but Miss Devercuy made no further sign, and it was not
till the end of September that he reccived a letter from Charlie himsclf :—

“IDEAR SLabE, - bcgan, “1 have gone through my ordeal, and,
although net formally appused of it, feel surc that I have passed. They
put e ou in about the casicst chapter of all Casar's Commentaries, one
about which, if you know anything of Latin at all, you couldn’t go wrong
in. The whole examination, as it stands at present, is a farce, and one
which no ordinary schoolboy could possibly be plucked over, with one
exception ; old Budgall, who cxamines in history, has collected a bundle of
very dry facts, thickly studded with dates, which he has published. He
cxaminss you chiefly out of his own book, and dates are his hobby. Of this
1 luckiiy got 4 hint, so just struggled hard at his chronological talle for six
weeks ; deuced lucky I didso, for the bigger half of my questiors were of
that nature. I answered them like the well-crammed gosling I was, and
have very little doubt that I shall have totally forgotten all about them cre
six months are over my head. Never wind; they have served my tum,
and I shall hope to be with you at York this winter, and have a good time
with the York and Ainsty. Good-bye, and no end of thanks for all you
have ever donc for me. “ Ever yours,

“Crarie DEVEREUX.”

Anny cxaminations, it must be borae in mind, were quite in their infancy,
when Mr. Devercux passed so triumphantly through the ordeal. They have
become competitize since, and assumed a very differentecomplexion ; educa-
tion, judced, scems highly nccessary for anything, except as 2-qualification
for the clectorate.

(To bo conlinved.)
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Mine, Mill & Factory Managers
Whether in Halifax or in the Country, °

Your attention is respectfully called to the
fact that

AARON SINFIELD, e

Mason and Builder,

Lias had over thirty yeatk ¢apericnce in and
has wade a apecial study of, all kinds of Fur.
nace Work, o a8 to reduce to o minitoum
the cxpenditure of coal and time, and to
make tho pruceas of * firing up*’ ax expedi
tivus ax pesible. °* Expert "advice given,
and all kinds of Jobbing promptly exocuted
in a thorougl, mechanical style at lowest
possilile rates.

Address—7 GOTTINGEN ST., CITY

ARMY & NAVY DEPOT.
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XY, V.0
110 cases Holland Gin
125 ¢ Plymouth and Old
Tom Gin
200 doz. Bass’ Pale Ale
300 «“ Burke’s Stout
200 « Claretand Sauterne,
very choice
50 Dbls. Luaf & Granulated
Sugars
100 bags Jamaica Sevar, ery s
talized
50 chests choice Tea, 25¢.to
70¢. per 1b.

JAMES 'SCOTT & CO.

4 - or lhcm-: conleme
M&I‘ned Lmes plating marriage
will, by sendirs 10¢. 10 PIY Pustase, Clu., Tettivy
by return mall a package of Gesds and {afotmatioa

i taat to avery lady. .
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(ESTABLISHED 1818)

KELLEY & GLASSEY

{Successora to Alex. Mcleod & Co.)

196, 200 and 204 Hollis Streset,

Haie the largest and best assurtincut of

WINES, LIQUORS, ETC.

INCLUDING:
Piper Hedsiek, -
Caubinet,
Imperial Sillery. - CHAMPAGNE.
Royal
Perrior’s

Duff, Gordon & Lo’s OId Bruwn Shetsy

Dutl, Gordoa N L o's O1d Fale shoeiy,
Old New foundland flost.
Sandeman’s Po,
Various Brand, CLARE'L,

LIQUEURS,
Assorted SYRUDPS,
Fine Scoteh Ginger Wine,

ohn bl sud Angostura Biuers,

.*¢ aud *ov Heannessy's and Mantell’s Brandy,
M'oi-ul. . !
Srillian’s, LeCOTCH WHISKEY,
Mackic’s,
0. Roe's € and eeos,
Kinahan’s L. L.,
Dunvillc’s,
Mitchell's,
Plymouth,
Old Tom, } GIN.
Holland,
Waller's Oid Rye,
Guoderham & Wort's 5 and § years Uld Rye,
Corby's 1 X L O!d Rye Whiskey 7 summers 1o

. wocd,
Kentucky Lovrboa Whiskey,

Wholesale and Retail,

City Foundry & Maching Warks.
W. & A. MOIR,
MECHANICAL ENCINEERS & MAGHINISTS

Corner Hurd's Lane 2nd Barrington St.

}l RISH WHISKEY®

Manufaciurers of MNill and Mining Mzcuinery,
Marumic and Stationary Engiacs, Shafung, Pulleys
and Hangers. Repair work promptly attended to.

ON HAND-—Ecveral New and Scoond-hand

Eagines.
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