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in honor of the Lieut. Governor's approach,
tho guns (the two splendid now 9-pounder
rifle guns which were only issued out of
store last full) weve founl to be “notin a
serviceable conditton,” atrd thereforo the
usual, and someo penple aay, necessary salule
was not fired, and the guns had to be *lim

bered up” and taken home It is sid that
when the order 1o *‘loau’ wae given, the
gans wero found to be stopped up, that hot
water was procured, the spongo wet and
rammed home, where it froze fast, and that
the sponge handle was brok.u in attempting
to withdraw it. If thiss true, and I have
every reason lo believe it is, it is really too
vad that guns of any kind, let alene such
beautiful and eective pieces of field artil-
lery as thesa, should be so kept that such an
accident as the foregoing. sheuld be a posi

tibility,  And people here who have kad in
times past something to do with artillery
both in camp aud in anmowry are acking
where were their aprons and their fompions,
and Low and wchere bave the guns been Lept,
wore they in ** gun shads” duly locked aod
secured and subject to frequent inspection,
or wero they packed under the eye and con-
stant view of the guard ? And surely this last
would not be too much to expect even if
they are exposed to all the changes of the
weather in this place of extremes in tem-
perature. I write at ful on this unpleasiut
subject becauso of the sneers which bave
been flung indssciimnately at the whole
Volunteer Force of the Province, and 1n
order if possible, to hinder a repetition of
such an occurrence, and thus save the Force
from being charged with inefliciency aund
neglect of duty. 1 sco that questions are
being asked in our Jocal papers in regard to
this matter, and if the authoririea should
answer in any way 1 will let you kpow.

We are aow (s people say) paying up for
the mil wether which we had in the early
part of the season—oar thermamelers going
as low as 43 below zero.

There is as yot no sigus of a change in the
way of dealing with the Provmcial Midita,
the samo neglect &z, &, wh'ch has
prewailed for the last four years still pro
vails and has almost killed the ** muitary
spirit’” here.  Why this differenco between|
our trextment and that of Bri+ish Colu: bia?

I remain,
E. J. 0.

Winnipeg, Tth Februa-y, 1876.

Wa have uaidoubt when this comes under
the notice of the Major General command
ing tnt proper cnquiry will Lo ivusttated
in regard Lo th s matter.— En. Var. Rev,

Wk are glad that the General Cammand-
ing our Canadian Army, hus decmed it adviea-d
ble tossue a general order regarding drezs
regulations—wearing of badges X, &e., as,
there has been such a deversity of opinion )
existing amongst oflicers of the Force in
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regard toit. Wo regret thatit is out of our
power to publish it in this number of the
Kuvicw, owing to its length and the late
hour 1t reached us, it will however appear
in our next.

Russia and Turkey.

‘The lollowing exposition of the views of
Russia with regard to Turkey, which is given
by a Constantinople correspondent, is in*
teresting at the present time. 1o writes:—

*YW hatever might be the dnft of Russinn
poligy in former nges, tho Russians say it is
inconceivable that sound*nunded polnticiuns
should take no account of aitered circum-
stances, and should uot see that, if the
aggrandisement of their Empire at the ox:
pense of Turkey was ever contemplated by
their rulers, fuch a scheme has now neces*
sarily and irrevocably been abandoned.
‘Turkey may havo been to Russia what Cuba
was to the Ubnited Siates of America. So
long as the American Union was a slave
holding community, Cuba, as the only slave
market, would have been, to the\WVashington
Cabinet, o priceless acquisition : but since
the triumph of the cruse of abolitionism at
the end of the civil war that island with its
half million of slaves would be a burden
and a cause of strife to the Americans, who
now would pever take it twere it cffered to
them as a gift by Spain berself and swith the
world's consent.  Upon the same ground,
the Nussians reason, the Government of St.
Pelersburg, whatever may have been its
former views, would now forits own sike,
shrink {rom the responsibility of subjzcting
toits sway twenty millions of subjects of
various races creeds, and language, dia-
cordant on every subject except oun the one
of the antipathy wiuch all of them—Rou-
mans,Greeks, and Slavs—cherish and openly
evince towards Ruesia,  Were she beut.on
erassing the Danube and overrunaing the
Balkan Peninsula, she would have to reckon
on the enmity not only of the Uttomans, but
also of those Principalities of Moldavia,
Wallachia, Servia, and Montenegro which,
t put of pure Christian and human zeal,’ she
hersell most powerfully contributed to with-
draw from the unbearable Mussulman yoko;
aud sho has work enough in hand in her
cndeavour t~ achieve the subjugation of
wild hordes in Asia, without taking upon
herself the government of Europsean tribes,
bearing the bruat both of their hostility and
of that of their many and powerful sympa:
thisers.  That Russia feels cramped and
stifled in her inland position, snd that sbe

z might wisi, for some better outlet than the

Baltic, and for an access to the Mcdiler-
ranean through the Bosphorus and the Hel
lespont, no man could deny, but she feels
thit the posseasion of Constantinople and
the Straits would involve a necessity for a
conquest of the whole of Roumelia and part
of Anatolia, compelling hier thus to swallow
much nore than she could digest.

s Moreover, granting even that Russia
right have both tho wish and the pawer to
occupy Couetantinople, when sho had ac
hieved so groat a conquest, what would sho
do with it? \Would shoe find thaorganization
and admimstration of Yrovinces inhabited
by balf-civilized and yet corrupt, discordant,
and seditious races as casy a task as their
sat jugation? Could Constantinoplo and Pera
a2nd Galata and the Faoarictes, and the Slavs,
and the Amueniang, and tho rest. be gov
erned from St Petersburg 2 Would ot
Russitn colonizition become the necessary
consequenco of a Russian occupats».? Ur
can any sane man imagine that the Emperor

Alexander would follow the example of Con’
stantine, and trensfer the seat of the Lm-
pire from the Neva to tho Bosphorus ? Can
it bo supposed that tho Muscovite, who is
now awakening to a proud senso of his nn-
tionality,would abandon the bracing climate,
the hrrdy yet fertile soil of *Holy Russia,
wherein lies “the compact strength of his
colussal stato, to expose himself to the ener-
vating influence of southern regions ? Would
he vot answer in the words of Frederick
Barbarossa, whien the Romans tempted him
to exchange the deep flowing Rhine for the
cresping waters of the shallow Tiber? Tho
Russian ‘feels that bis enow and ice are his
proper olement, and that Byzuntium wonld
offer to tho Northern Exglo as unsafea porch
a8 1t proved-.to the too grasping Roman
bird. On the other hand, could Constanti-
nople be reduced to the coundition of a prc
vincial town 2 Or would it be practicable to
givo the Russian Empire two centres, and
make experiment of that dualism which
answered so indifferently at Rome, and
which i3 28 yet on its trial at Vienna ?

¢ &till, if Russia either does not covet
‘Turkey or looks upon itas ¢sour grapes,’
what projects doesshe entertain with respect
to the solution of the Eastern Question, and
in what scnse is she exercising the influence
which she doubtless possesses over the
Porte, and upon which her adversaries put
80 sinister a construction? The policy of
Russia in Tarkey, the Russians say, is two-
fold. She endeavours to keop the Ottoman
Empire together as long as it will hold, and
she lays the basis of the new edifico which
may at soma future time rise on ils ruins.
In pursuit of the first object she suggests
to the Porto such broad measures of reform
as may establish a modus zicendi suitable to
the various races and creeds subject to its
sway. With a view to future contingencies
she s.nctions. if she does not encourage, tho
development of self-government in those
provinces which, like Roumania or Servia,
aro no longer amenable to Ultoman rule,
sud whose aspirations to indepeudence cin
no longer be curbed.  Wore the period for
the dissolution of the Turkish Empirse and
for tho expulsion of tho Mussulman from
Europo to arrive, Russia’s scheme would be,
in the opinion of' the Russians, to establish
a confederacy of states in the Balkan Pen
insula, possibly alsoincluding the Asiatic
Provinces on the Straits and the Propontis,
which anght have its centro on the Bospho-
rus, where Stamboul, Galata, and Scutari
would bo raised to the rank of a freo city, or
perhaps of three free cities, the whole com
wunity being erected with the sanction and
placed under the joint protection of =l tho
Buropean Powers,

*There is, in my opinion, not a little that
sounds specious and plausible in all this
alreged apology and revelatioo of Russian
policy. Idonol, however, take upon my-
self to vouch upon its sincerity, or to judge
of its practicability, I limit myseif to a plain
statement. Ouly, io roference to the oxe-
cution of the first and immmediato ps:t of the
programme, I must stato the common be-
lief that the scheme of adminjstrative, judi.
cial, and financial roforms which the Porle
will, tomorrow or next day, send in,as n
circular, to all the diplomatic representa-
tives of tho foreign Powers, bas ceflainly
been drawn up by the Grand Vizier, Mah-
mood Pashy, upon the ‘*disinterested and
beaevolent' advico of Russian agents, and
that, such as the reforms are, thoy will
1in all probability be scouted nund scorned,
uot unly by Russopnobian Levautlines, but
also by some Turks of anindopendent mitd
and especially by Mithad Pasha, who loft
the Cabinet beciuse ho thought that the




