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Filte~n feed below the sarface of modern
wodna,slicre uum e vast Aarenvuses and

cummervial buddtogs of Laguad ¢ maroh- ¢

auts engrove the trade of every clime, lie
we femnigs ol & moguficent oity, ®hose
apeience Aud Lemuly Lave becn uwut fmotty
aenoalad Ly mudec expiuratons. \uace
e effuris linte bova wade w corem the
rotnders of the Renasn meteopols of Log-
.auJ Luﬂel. fmtt‘/l. Au\l W popuious
wan Tl atangwas of }.'nmprn. il e Loen
suffered lo rost sunuvliced aud aunost lor-
gulteD, escept where a (oW casual eXunta-
«wnd hare Licught 10 vio™ 1o ach pave-
wents o 18 tilias abd tewpive,aad (e vac-
wus Auike of art o1 ! cuanvy use shat
sowre tho cuibitation aud seflnement of 1a
pouple. Qua impuciait Lo ol sho great~
wcas of the bugind oy, however, may sufl
v poaddy teaved. L tail sad cusnite
nante,Carefully facod .t sovuaih stuao sad
Jefended by frequent tomors, utitiasied all
o 2080 ulinns of Lthe Sazvn aud the Nos
wne petiad, Jofouded thamiby of Allsed and
Ao Plautageticls, €490 uatinies Lo the vatwus
arte®ays ad streoin wb o ganrked sts qisouity
ail M~y aull be scon in buga masses of
s.one worl Lhab nse sbiuge the aucfuco of the
waith in St Glles' Chuicl;n1d aad v the
ucighborhoud of the Juwer. A atroet called
wwondon Wail pio’ ably luilowed & put ol 15a
wnet ine.  The lengih of the ilonan cam
patl Wus miore than a mile, fiom oo Tower
« Ludgate IL1], aud ita breadih abuus ball
amplo. inclueing witkin an irreguiar square
s.fclent room to cuntain & population ol
several hundred thuussnd persons, and oov
ered with a dense arruy of splendid or com
fsriablo buildings that seem t~ have imitated
the magnificence of the Etéraal City.

The Thamez, the parant of London in
esery age, was already in the Romac period
tha centve of commerce, #nd British fleets
were renowned in the sge of Constantine
wnd Diccletian. That broad allurial basin in
#h.ch the city lies surrounded by & range of
woderste elovations seoma early to Lave at
‘=cked tho seltler and tha trader. Its con.
venjont and level surface has formed from
the opening of listory the stage on which
some of tha chief sccaes in the drama of
wan's existonos have been ezhibited. Look-
wg down from the Lills of Highgate over the
4im apd misly evening landscape, one may
we Briton, Roraan., Suzon, Norman, kinge
«id koights, Puritans and Cuvaliers, enter
the nanow circuit of the Romw Wn.;lf, per-
farm their brief and 100 often tragic pavts,
and glide epecire-like away, But of the
Marazn oconpatibn of London there seems
even less of reality than of that of any other
rice, They came from the distant Soath to
the miaty river. bnilt on ita banka one of
their fairest capitals, flourished for a few
cuturies, and then absndcned their fine
Yoyees, their temples, and thelr altars to the
barbarian sud the stranger. They seem w0
tave fled mith the departing legions or per
vbed in the ferce inrouds of the 3axonma,
The Boman city szok into un ntter decay.
Withiu the limita of the walls notevena
trigple nor @ circus has survived the flow of
vesrs, The earth hos gathered thiokly over
the goene of ruip, and it 1 only when soma
dep exoavation is mude 1n the pebbly aoil
that the rare traces of the lost city appesr.

Yzt enongh hue been unloldod of its early
nagnificsnce 1o evable the carelul antiquan

0 to reconstruct its fallen haditations and
Terive the transitors vision of the Boman
cipital of Britaig. From ita central mile
stone the great roads of the provioey, buils
of massive stono work, and lasting until late

|In the Norman period, ran northward to 'puad streets and Sled the. Londog Forum
'Soollvxnd and weatward ko the border of jsomesuggestive traces you reoaiu, Oue of

AT

Wiles. Watling street formed a past of the jthe most toucking s shat of sha.boaea of &
(wenrern Une, traces of the olhers nag be | Mo o arn encirsled by saren rich brace-

f~and almist to the Lase of the Grampivn 'in}a. Anowes, & woman & skeielon lsden
Thay wore covered no Joubl in the | mith grasments of goid and gawe, Loth may

'parinl 5f Romap proeperity with thrungs of (have penshad anacliced wben tbo Uaroe
jSASURS LUCSL QK the €LY, OF I 2020 Wavd

“esvellara an fr0t, with chaclutls and aarlone,

with ban {g »f g>l1lere marching to the de-~

scuge of sack and camage, & £IORY TATiaty

'fance +? the wa't of Madiian, mub amit | of nugs aod braceleams, of tarquol o nad gsey
javta. of ear angs and brosstpias, clasps and
jatuaets, aruughe mith groas (seia, sad proy

Prnoagengery beartng the commands of the
! Paaperarg foam gt to poal. An ealugsive
tanmmarce faun T ita gontre on Corthill or i
' Piragdnendle stract, where nom the lJsuk
'of Boglasi ] ryles over mndern trade. Tho
' hausew of the oity were built oFstone oz beick,
‘and tha fragments that bave been casaally
Y diacoverad indicate thede proat aizs and theis
'fair an costly decorstions, Mosaic paya-
"mente of the richast workmanship, bright
! with variad enlours, with flowera, frnit, and
! gracaful figures, bave been rcached whetouet
Tthe mindorn buildeny have penetrated the
Tanddent vite The walls of ;ﬁo houges 1ere
Yof plutar, oolnured ~ftep with 8 1olliate
' pink ov blua, wod painted by socomplishod
tertiske'aith a gkil) nat surpasged in the [tatian

'sitfes The brokeu fragments atil] rotain the |, found
'richy enlauring and the delicate designs thal |and the aew

1:08 the el of che

s London. jomajers, are
found o the eallections, gnd countiess woria

jof art thas msck he extraraginge of o tugh

dellizativn. Savarml sandals fos momen, of
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stanflsize and deicute jorm, sbow that small -

feel morn pnaed by the Roman fair; roria
it llkely that the boauty of the provinmsl
ladica was surpased by the modera  thaog

; that deive ovee theic aslees theough, Rotteq

}

Rom. 1o Brivaa, 100, the Romana bisd dit-
{ased thol aohivuis s0d wullegesy tnew fireg-
atnro as Aull aa theis more pecishable arts.
Targe numbers of alys Lo Mriung haze bosa
discuecred, aud feagmenta ol unkstante. Lhe
shoups of the London Susiss may hate heen
ool fas from. 8t Paal's churchye=d,
posms of Horaco sud Vg,

Vantigfind the tasto of the Roman owners, | Mactial and Tibuilus were, pechapa, teanse

1Grouped slang the narow streets that run
Vrory the Thames tn the varlous gateways

{140 hames of tha T atia rece !

probably sar.

]
|

cribod and read by an eagep public where
wvow tho soft idyls of ,Tennyson snd the

gracaful slraias of Longfolion” dalight theyr

'pasged in elogance an:d gracy the ruder ;countless readers. .Livg probably taughs
Tthough anra extensiva puluces that were |the intolligent ,citizens the concepion of
built fr Tadors snd Plaptageneta, Thoy | repullican veclue mith more than Magaulsy 3

wore provided with baths and heating rooms, , ¢ivid pictorlal akill, 05 Tacitus etartled they

| wore coverad with tited rdofs, and were evi
dently fornished with sl the fuxurlous com
fortof &« Pompeian dwelhing (raat numbery
of vases of red Samisn wars have been dis

the factories of Etruris, and glass jira of
gracaful forras. enamelled and ealotrsd with
the richest bues. Tue ruder kinds of exrth
enware were manufactured in large quantiza
in Britain. The houses we=s decorated with
costly bronzes and cout’less statucs. A
profusion of dowmestic »tensils, 0 kolves,
spoons, and scissora, w¢ights and measures
—ke commop copvenisnces of the kitohen
aod the laundry—ind+oats the usual habits
of civihzation. And it i3 not diffieult to
ocnceive that the homes of the Roman pro-
viocial nobility, from the aga of Hadrlan to
the victorious ruls of Theodosius, grew in
splendour along the narrow streets within
the Roman wzil:, that Londonr had its Forum
lined with Corinthian or Doric columns, its
fair temples to Juno and to Jupiter, to Veeta
and Minerva. and that it presented to tha
Briten and the Saxon an oxsmple of South-
ern oiwvilization whose 1mage could never
have been wholly lost.

The Roman city evidently extended on
I both sides of the riser, Boyond the walls
remains of villag &nd country houscs have
been found that show ap extensive suburb,
Long linea of tombs radiated on all sides,
and have covered poriions of the environs
with the aolamn tracez of an Appian VWay.
{5 cvident that the capital waa conztantly
enlarzing; that trade and manufsetures
gevo it Bt last o sure supremaoy over York
orCplehester, its carly rivals; that it became
the zeat of thie mintend tho place of govern

ment; that it protably shared in the liber

ality of Yadrian and the favours of Constan-
tine the Graat. Large numbers of coins and
mougey of difforent sges have beea found in

way havo orcwoed a votive status to the
popular decorator of the provinoial citiea.
- Qf the graceful people who trod the woll

!
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covered that must have been imported from |

luxurious indolence with a etern hiatosio
satits upon the decay of Ruman puny.

A etriking religious reformanen, 00, must
have passed over London. The missionsrics
from tie Eust seemn to have arrived early at

jthe Britsh capital. The voice ot Christizn

prager and praiss resounded through all the
splondid citles of Britsin, The idols were
torn down, the temples wore convorted into
charches. Jupiter and Juno wera forgoiten
in a religious revival, England became
Christian, and Briton and Roman knelt at
the simple eervices pf the early Church., In
1ts latest splepdour, when it tufod over the
Britizh province, London must havesbound.
ed in Christinn churches, And on theasite
of St. Maryls Bow, or where the graceful
dome of St. Paal's risca over fus immsase
mutropolis, i some modee bauiios, tho
fujthful disclples of Paul and John probably
presched the ssme living truths that sre
sometimes almost overwhelmiod end lost in
the dramatio ritual of Gregary snd Augua

tine,

But almost mysteriously the splendid and
cultivated city dieappears from tha eys of
history. The Saxons entered the island, the
Romans vamished away. A sudden dosola.
tion foll upon the fzir streess of London, and

jfrom the fuh to the nint% cantury the work

of destrgotion must have gene on incessant
Iy, The fine houses of brick and stone crom
blad swuy by somo slom process of decay,
Pgesibly in that dark and mysterious pericd
landon lay depopulated and deseriad, the
hame of wild beasie, like Babylon agd Tyre,
ortenanted by a few Horce barbariany, who
chanted tho songs of @din ov tbqhml!en
bagilicas, aud sided in completing the ruin
their anccators had bezun. kor had the city
bean constantly Inhabited, it is difficult to
see how tha buildings left by the Homans
should have been wholly destroyed, or bow

its sandy basio, asruicur and implements of | the carth to the depth of fiftecn feet could
war, and & huge bronze haad of Lisdrian thst [huve been permitted to gather over the well

paved streeis, and cover up the treazures
that still lio boried beneath them, Someo
tracea ef & gonoral conflagtation are found



