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THE WORLD OWESME A LIVING.

1t owes you nothing; you're indebt;
?Tis well if soon you leara it,

For the world owes none a living
Untll they fairly earn it.

To think, to act full well apart
In life’s great work before us,
Is a duty ; none are exempt—
'Tis thus the world may owe us.

Your being is for some wise ond ; *
Don’t compromise your manhood
By courting ease and idleness,
Or reviling what is good:

Be a man! pursue the calling
That affords mHst happiness;

Spare no effert that is worthy,
Toacquire a competence.

Free yourself from obligation.
As a servile attendant.
To the world’s despotic bidding ;
Be free, yea, independent.
Cease your moping, fretting, whining. .
Life means something more to you;
Turn your hands to useful labor,
Do the best that you can do.
Active be, seek out employment,
Prove yourself & worker true ;
Go earn aliving, ere you claim,
The world’s a debtor unto you.

REPORT ON THE MILITARY ACADEMY
AT WES[ PUINT, US.

(BY LIEUT.-0JL. FLETCHER.)

(Continued irom page 2%8.)

In an address recently delivered to the
cadets, by Geueral Sherman, he careflully
points out that highly instructed as they
may be, it is only by the experience of ac-~
tual military life that they ¢in learn the
duties of officers; to quote his osn
words ;: —

*The only schools where war and its
kindred sciences can be properly learned
are in the camp, in the field, on the plains,
in the mountains, or at the regular forts
“where the army is. You must understand
men, without which your past knowledge
were in vain. You mustcomeinto absolute
contact with soldiers, partake of their food
and labours, share their vicissitudes, study
their habits, impress yourself on them, and
be impressed by them, until they realize
that you not only possess mare book
knowledge than they, but that you equul, if
not surpass them, in all the qualities of
manhood, in riding, in swimming, in endu-
ring the march and bivoune, in the saga-
city of all the woodman and hLunter; and
what is most important of all, you mustac
quire that great secret of buman contrgl by
wiich masses of men are led (o deeds of in-
finite eourage and heroism.”

L d L * * *

¢ Do not understand me as undervalu-
ing education in apy form. especially in the
manner pursued here, or that which results
from a careful study of history and prece
dents; but that [ attach equal importance
to, that practical knowledge that can only
be acquired by actual contact with men in
camp, on the picket line, and on the march,
as also in the administration of affiirs Ly
which an army is eulisted, organized, cloth-
ed, equipped, fed, paid. and huandled in
battle.”

These are the opinions derived from the
experience of one of the ablest of the United
States officers, himself a graduate of West
Point ; and they seem to show that although
the Academy is one of the most successful,if
not the most succe-sful of the military c)l-
leges established by any nation, it still re.
quires to be supplemented by uctual con-
tact with the realities of the military pro-
fession, before officers capable of leuding
men can be formed.

Consequently the deductions from are-
view of the history and system of West

Point appear to e that a practical people
whnse existenca commenced in war, ac
knowledged at the outset of its nationality,
that military education was necessary for
its . officers, that the education was bes!
given at a militury college, and that it was
)f essential importince that an intimate
sounection should be preserved between
the Academy which fed the army, and the
army which in turn provided it with in-
structors, and imbued it with its epirit.

In fact, to obtain educated officers, a
Military Academy was requisite. and to
vender the discipline and instruction of the
Academy practical and eflicient, a career
which would call into action the qualities
thereby olitained. was essential to give life
and reality to its system of educition.

If these deductions from an examination
into the history and working of tho Military
Academy at West Point be accepted as
correct, it remains to be seen whether a
«imilar institution would prove of service to
Canada, and if so, in what manner the ob:
j=cts aimed at can best be attained. There
is considerable analogy between the defen
sive force now organized in Canada, and the
troops raised by the Union of the severat
States during the revolutionary war. The
men are of much the same class, and
calledt out for sarvice woubl show a similar
spivit and  equad capacity ; but these men
Tequire at lenst a leaven of ofticers who have
been educated professionally, and have re-
c-ived a training superior to what is within
the reach of those who have given their
service to the militis.  Therefore, unless
“anada rely on the Imperial army for edu-
cated officers, she must be prepared to or
ganize a system of professional training,
and should she with this olject in yiew de-
termine on the establishment of a military
academy somewhat on the mouel of Waest
Point, she would find but little difficulty in
adaptling the means at her disposed to the
purpose required, Able men as professors
and instructors could be obtained either
from Canada or from the Imperial army,
where the stafl’ coilege not only educates
officers for such positions, Lut preserves a
record of their several capacities.  Students
would probably ofter themselves, if suflicient
iuducements be held out, winlst a site com.
bining many of the advantages of West
Point could readily be secured. To initiata
a military ccademy care and a certain ex-
penditure of money are alone necessary,
but to render it realy eflicient, ani to
imbue it with a spirit which animates the
otherwise dry bones of West Point training,
a career must be open to the students, and
some means found of continuing the edu*
cation received at the academy, so that the
knowledge acquired from books may be
supplemented by contact with military life.
In fact: regimental training should follow
scholastic education and discipline, whilst
in the future should be #een the prospect
of bhonorable employment connected with
the profession of arwms.

1t will be asked how are these conditions
to be tullitled? The reply is not difficult.
Gradually, in Canada, permanent military
institutions will grow with the growth ot
the country. The schools of gunnery re
quive ofticers, the force in the West, ¢all it
military or call it police, requires officers,
For the Militia a trained staff, under the
the names of Deputy Adjutant Generals,
and Biigade M -jns is necessary, whilst to
Eept in repair and to preserve from decay
the fortifications, some of which emtody
the most modern improvements and which
were erected after careful consideration of

'the Military condition of the Dominion, a

force of engineers (small it may be) whose
services also could be utilized in other ways
for the publ'c benefit is clearly requisite,
These are merely indications of ocareers
which may be open to the successful.
graduates of a Canadian Military College.
Others will doubtless suggest themselves to
those who know the country and can ap=-
preciate its wants. The prizes will be worth
contending for, and the selection of the arm
of the service would, as at West Point, be
the reward of excellence in discipline and
in study. But to make officers, training
beyond that of an Academy is necessary,
and two years of active employment with
some regular troops does not appear to be
toolong for sucha purpose. In Canada
the Schools of Gunnery at Quebec and
Kingston, and the Garrison of Halifax,
would afford weans of giving the cadets,
were they temporarily attached to them,
an insight into military life, and would
bring them into contact with soldiers, The
former (of which by the way Cunada has
reason to feel proud) might, it slightiy en-
larged, furnish instruction in garrison and
tield artillery, and in some at least of the
practical details of military engineering,
whilst a knowledge of discipline and of the
wauagement of men would gradually be
inculoated iuto the cadets by the perfor
mance of the routine of daily duty. The
same would apply in even porhaps a'greater
degree to llulitax, where two infintry regi-
ments of Imperial troops are stationed, as
well as detachments of artillery and en*
gineers. xnd where a garrison instructor is
specially charged with the education of the
younger oflicers. If, however, the difficul
ties in regard toexpensecould be overcome,
there is little doubt but that England
possesses adv:ntages for the completion
of military training, which cannot be found
witlsn the Dominion. Possibly these ad-
vanlages could be afforded to a few of the
cadets, who, during their acidemic course
might evinee a special gptitude for a mili*
tary career. If so, Chatham for the En-
gineers, Woolwich and Shoebruyness for
the Artillery. and Aldershot and Hythe for
Cavalry snd Infantry might, there is little
doubt, be open to Canadian ofticers, who
would thus be brought into contact with
the nost recent developments of military
thought, and would by association with
European officers, exteud their views be-
yond what is impossible to men whose mili-
tary education is acquired solely on this
side of the Atlantic. If such a course be
pursued, and if the qualification for entry
into the Canadian College be somewhat
higher thna is necessary for West Point,
the time at the Academy might be shorten-
ed, and the whole education, including the
regimental training, be completed in five
years ; 7, €. nt 22 years of age capable offi’
cers would be available for their country's
service. Agnin,—the college which would
probably be situated near one of the
Schools  of Gunnery,—might serve like
West Point, as a means ot renewing in the
abler officers their professional education,
by retaining some of them for limited
periods us professors and instructors. This
idea might even be extended, by making
the Academy the centre 8o to speak of the
defensive force, where its records, its tra*
ditions, und 1ts efforts for improvemen
would be preserved and encouraged.

It may jge objected that there would be 8
risk lest the young officers after receiving
their educati>n siioutd embrace some othe’
career, and deprive the country ot tb<1f
military services. The best reply is, let th?
career afford them sufficient advantages (9
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