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wiortli2bss v;i(Y nut die root-and a rootle.9s Qermon is like such a troc, fit only
tn be burn cd. No sermon is; wortby of the name-it inay bc an essay, but
it cannot be dignified into a Ecranon-whiela doos not s9triko itrself into the
suripture, and drawv up out of that its ineanîng and its life. A sermon should
bcecvolved out of the scripture, likie a treo out of its root. An nddress, ready
mande, whicu gees nîousing about the Bible, seeking a tcxt which it xnny use
;ts a1 Ilmotto," or Ilby way of taceorzodtition," stays an adaress forever, and
Cannlot. becoine a sermon. To preasela i to declare the Word of God, and the
Word of God is the Bible, and the Seripture must always sustain an orgauie
and vital relation to thc sermon. The impulse to the sermon should 'orne
froni the Seripture, just as the impulse toward the troc originaLes in the
sted.

Patient, laborious, thouglîtf'ul study of the word is, then, thc. first duty of
tic tuan who would rcally preaeh. he seed of the sermon should lic in the
text, and then ail varying influences of' experience and reading, and the needs
of the eongregation, should foster and inister to it, just as air and raia ai
ligluit serve the trec.

And it i-s mîarvellous-thefreshness and varicty of these suggestions of thp
seripture tu a man who keeps bis heurt sensitive toward the Bible, and his
eyes open toward lueý. I revieniber once cliînbing a mountain in Connecti.
eut. Sev'erai were with me; auaong them an old man who, bad lived ail bis
lific at the ibot of' the axountain. Blis father vas a kind of doctor, and iiiclu
of the miedicine bic administered vas made from herbs growing on the men
tain. Ie had taught the son the bealing properties of the varions herbs, and
bis son, iii his old age, had net forgotten. We clambered up the sides, urged
our %yay througli thiekets, over and around rocks, through ravines, intercsted
iii thiz; thing or the other. But ovcry now and then the old mîan wouId stop)
and pluek some herb. île found theun everywhere; buried beneath
leaves, nestling close under the shadow of rocks. This was for serofula; thnt
for asthmiia; that for a cough; that for rheurnatism. And so, after a littie,
the old genitlemnan had bis pockcts filcd with ail sorts of remedies. And
there Lhey were growing riglit under our feet, as well as bis; only wc Iznew
notiig of thcm. So do anany of us go tl'rough the Bible, just as ail the
rest eof us wrere climbing that mountain. But soinetinies; it cornes to pass tluat
we mecet some old saint who bas stopped to attend te what grows in it, and wluo
ttt.crly astonishes us at the wealth of hesling of ail human distresses it con-
tains, wlsere we had expeeted it the least. Now, the man who preaches the
Bible should kuoiw it-before ail other things-aad in just this intimate, exac,
way. And the imar se kaowing it will be full ot' genuine sermions-'resh,
various, hel pin1, fascinating-.

Every preacher sbould ponder those werds of flobertson's:- "Do not be
disaaayed or diseeuraged if the reading of the Soripture dees net suggest as
yet. Reecive, imbibe, and then your mid will create." But our mistakze lies
in thinkiug that we cari give eut before we have taken in. In aIl tluings duis
is the.prder; peets are creators because recipients. They open their lucarts
wide tu nature, instead of'going to ber with views ready-made and second-
hand. They corne from ber and give eut what they have felt, and what she
said te tbem. So with the Scripture*-patient, quiet, -long, revcring listening
to it-Chen suggestiveness.-Preby~ter.'

1101V To Ms GOOD.-Dr. JAnson wisely said;'i fie who waits te do a great deal
of good'at once, will neyer do atiything.",


