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example the Canadian furniture manufacturers could
vote for a British preference of 50 per cent,, or even 75
ptr cent., without sacrificing a dollar of their own
trade, for the good reason that in the lines of goods
v pich Canadian furniture manufacturers produce they
can actually beat the British maker in his own market.
It is casy to shout for the preferential tariff under those
circumstanees,

The unbiased reader will sce that the incidence

of the preferential tariff does not fall equitably on the
various industries of Canada; and, while the Canadian
textile manufacturer is willing to give the British mer-
chant and manufacturer an advantage over the foreigner
he can hardly be asked to make all the sacrifice while
his fellow-countrymen in other lines are not called upon
to pay a penny of the tribute,
" We are glad to note that the Globe, whose editorial
is quoted in this issue, takes a very reasonable view of
the woolen men's position; and the Montreal Witness,
another Liberal journal, also appreciates the peculiar
position of this industry, At the annual meeting of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association last vear mem-
bers of the Dominion Government also admitted the
justice of the woolen men's representations, but so far
they have not acted on their convictions. What are
they going to do ahout it?

———— vty

THE RNEED OF THE DAY,

We have long held the oninion that onc of the
causes of the failure of Canada to make the nrogress it
should in textile manufacturing is the absence of
centres of technical and industrial education in our own
country suited to the rank and file of woolen and cotton
mill oncratives. The recent onening of the textile
paper making sections of that magnificent institation,
the Manchester Technological Collese. and the pros-
pects of the early establishinent in Tondon of a great
technological institute, tn which Laord Roscherv and a
number of public-spirited citizens are contributine,
shows that the Mother Country is now awdke to the
vital necessity of better technical trainine if it is to hold
its old supremacy in textile manufacturine. Not alone
Great Britain, bus the Uhited States is now fullv alive
to the bearing of fechnical training on its industrial
progress, and the scveral textile schonls established in
the past five or six vears in the chief textile manufac-
turing districts of the Eastern States will show that
our neighbors appreciate the situation, if we in Canada
ido not. Terbert E. Walmsley, president of the New
England Cotton Manufacturers’ Association, in  his
opening address at the convention held this month,
said @ Tt

“A word with reference to the technical education
movement.  We are told that among many causes that
have contribnted to the advancement of German in-
dustry are the educational conditions upon which Ger-

many has relied so largely in the past. for the mai-
tenance and remarkable development of her industr 1
progress. The importance of technical education is
fully understood in this country; nevertlteless, we mu.t
scc to it that neither Germany nor any other count-
surpass us in this particular, never losing sight of 1.
fact that the continuance of our prosperous existen -
as an industrial and commercial people depends upen
our ability to compete in the great markets of the work)
with European rivals. We cannot live without cx-
changing the work of our hands and the thought of our
brains with those of other nations. If they surpass us
in intelligence, we shall hecome poor and incapable in
comparison with them. Excellent work is being accom-
plished by our textile schools, and must form one of
the chicf clements of our success in commercial and
industrial prosperity. Regarded from the cconomic or
industrial point of view, how important, then, is the
question of technical cducation ; that this sentiment has
taken possession of the people of this great and rapidiy
evolving country is manifested by the readiness and
munificence with which either as individuals or as com-
munities they establish, throughout the length and
breadth of the land, agencies whose functions shall be
the industrial enlightenment and artistic training of its
citizens. There must be no disposition to remain
satisfied with past or present achicvements. The wis-
dom of appropriating from the public funds such
mone;'s as may by the authorities be deemed proper
and sufficient for the encouragement of the techaical
instruction movement can scarcely be questioned.”

All this applies with special force to the woolen
industry of Canada, because, while the requircments ot
our climate indicate a large ficld for textile manufac-
turing, while the country produces a wool of remark-
able strength, we have a population well qualified to
excel in designing and manufacturing. Morcover, we
have an cnormous amount of cheap clectric power. fn
the cotton and other ‘branches the French Canadian
population arc especially deft in mill work, and only
require technical training to achieve the highest results.
Had a system of technical training been adopted in
Quebee years ago, the French Canadians, who now
provide the bulk of the skilled labor for United States
mills, would have been cmployed at home in cotton
mills that would have been shipping Canadian cottons
all over the world. As it is, Canadian labor has all
these years been building up United States industries
and aggrandizing United States capital. The cheap
power possessed by this country will, no doubt, in time
draw back much of this capital and skilled labor; but
a technical training school will help on the process, and
it is time that our Provincial Governments bestirred
themsclves to do their part if they want to save Canada
from dropping out of the race. A man is wanted who
will do for the textile trades what Sir William Mac-
donald has done for the engincering trades in equipping



