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firncss in the wooi market shown by the recent sale of
ive litifidred tliousaîîd dollars %worîl of wool in 8,o0o bies

and bags, at aiction at Boston, by a salvnge comipany.
Thuis 'vas tlic largest transaction of tbis nature in the wool
business ever îmde in New 1England. I3uycrs wcre prescrit
[rein ail parts of the United States, and deailers .vho offered
a low price for a priv'ate sale wcre compelled to bid mnucx
lîiglicr at the auction. The greater portion of the consign-
ment %,as boughit by mnanuifacturfers.

TIIE ARGENTINE WOOL INDUSTRY.

A report of interest to the woolenl trade, 61 'Str les
Laines de la Rcpublicjue Argentine," lias bee.n prepared
by M. Gourgas for the French Mliîisî%ry of Agrictiltur-e, 1)y
wvhonx it lias been is8tied as an official paper. Radier
more tlian jo years have clapscd since, in 185 the shicep-
breeding industry bcgain to -assume importance in Argen.
tina, as a resit of the imnportation from Erop of
iniproved stock for crossing purposes. The pastures and
cliniate of Argentina are better suitcd than those of
Australia to the developrnent of the pastoral industry. Up
to the year 1889 the Rambouillet slieep-whicli, wve iay
reînark, is a well.klnown type of the French merino breed
-rigned supreine iii Argentina, and constituted the basis
of extîensive business transactions lxeîteen France and
the Southî Amieriran Reptîblic. This develo4pmcnt %vis
closely watclîcd hy Englisli breeders, ivhonmeniwhilewevre
engagcd in perfecting the Lincoln, and eventrîally stuc-
ceeded in înaking the latter a ireavier wool pro<lucer titan
the Rambouillet. Consequently the Argentinie breeders
tratisferred their prefere-ice to tlîe Lincoln, the Ranmbouillet
being rclegatcd to -an infcrior position. Another circuni-
stance telling iii favor of tIre Lincoln wvas the rapidly-
growirîg export trade iii live sheep front Argentina, the
exports lîaving heen 512,0163 lied in z8qG, and 5o4,z28
hecad in 1897, anîd tue Lincoln, as is adinitted by M.
Gourgaq, affords bettcr and more tender mnutton than tîte
Rambouillet. The Gerînans, desirous of extending tlicîr
commerce, have also entered thc lists, and for this pur.
pose have developed a typ,: of slieep wliich is referred to as
*Ramnbouillet precoce," and înay bc regardcd as an early.

nîaturing type of Rambouillet ;, it is adniittcdly superior t0
the French type botl inj size and ini quality of flesh. To
inaintain the pre-ceminence of the Lincoln the English
have (says M. Gourgas) brouglit int fashion such fabrics
as necessitate the use of long wool in their manufacture.
Importations have been made int Argentina of Vermiont
sheep, wvhich combine in theinselves the qualities of the
Rambouillet and tlie Nceetti-tlie latter another type of
mierinio-a-s silown in tic fineness of their wool and the
qrîantity and quality of their nmutton. Tis type of animal
suits thc Argentine, and, crossed witli the Rambouillet,
it produces shep o! strong constitution and adintra>ly
adniptcd to serve the export trade in wvool alid iliutton.
The crossuig of Argentine Ranîbonillets wvîth Australian
shecp lia-, likewise yieldrd good resulîs.

It is evident tlîat the Argentine Republic lias miade
grent efforts to iîîiprove the quai:y of ils sheep, of wlîicl it
pobz-,sses about ioo,ooo,ooo lîead. These efforts, inore-

over, have resulted successfrîlly, as is s)îowvn by the~
extencive export trade in wvool, o! wvhich product 205,571
tons wero shippcd Jast ycar. To zucet tlic increasing
requirenments of tlîis brade a new market lias been built at
Barracas, B3uenos Ayrcs, and is very thorotighiyequippied.
It includes a litge and wvell-appoiîited warelîouse, to wvhicli
stock.brecders and farmers may consign thecir produce
and obtain for tire latter rcceipts for wvarrants wvlich are
negotiable at the banks, and tîrus enable tlie producer to
obtain nioney on account at a lime ivlien il iiîiglit lie
disadvaîîtageous to seli. Tlîe panic wlîich inighit arise~
froin a seveîe, thougx pcrlîaps temporary, fail] in prices is
tiius avoided, and it is stated tlîat the Governiment con-
tenipiatcs taking over and extending .the privileges in
question.

The production of crossbred Lincoln wvool in Argen
binai at the expensu of the fine Rambouillet wool lias been
on an enornmous scale. Should, liowevcr, European
fashion revert to fincly.woven fabrics, the deniand for pure
Raîribouillet wvool mnust revive. Thîis, apparenrly, is wvlat
is actually taking place. At the close of last year thiere
%wre in store at l3arracas about 15,0oo,ooo kilos, o! wvool,
mostly crossed Lincoln; but wvhile. this lias declined in
valiue, the pure.bred Ramîbouillet wvool is rising. Argentine
sheep-Ibreders are mucli concernied at this, and are
.L.&vkeniiug to tire necessity of rettirning to the Rainbouiltt
strain. Shotld îiîis step be takieni tliere wvotld be a demaiff
for pure-bred Ramrbouiillet slîeep, ivhicli would prove
advantageorîs to breeders in France, tlîougli tire latter
%vould have to encotunter seriouis competitors in Argentina
and Gerniany.

The trade in %woul bas undergone a complete trans-
formation. The recent tendency lias been to suppress the
nirddlenian, tire Frenchi manuifacturers buying their %vool
direct froin Buenos Ayres and shipping their pprchases in
Dtinkirk for tire Northr o! France, to Havre for Elbeuf,
and to Bordeaux and Marseilles i the case of sheepskins,
The chie! ports.of shipnxent of Argentine wvool are Buen<'s
Ayres, Rosario, B3ahia, Blanca, and Sa» Nicolas. The~
last thîrc, rvlîicl are very important, are not visited by
Frenchr stcanships, tliotig-h tlîe Englishi aird Germans are
wvell represented. As France is the largest importer o!
Argenxtine wvool it is naturally a malter to be dcplored
(says M. Gouirgas) thiat mnost o! the transport sihoud be
effected in Englibh and Gerînan bottoins. Trie 14Chargeurs
Reunis is the French company wvlich card es the Iargest
quantity o! Argentine wvool, but it is surpassed by the
Allan Uine, of Great Britain, and by sane Germia» coni-
pauîîes.

It iS ho its representation at the Universrl Exhibition
at Paris in 1889 tiîat Argentire mainly owves uts srîccess.
Tliere wvas intîch that wvas noteworthy in the Argentine
section, but tire wvools, above ail, conianded admiration.
A complete collection, classified both teclînicaMly and
scientifically, irad been prepared by Carlos L. Nlett, and
wvas a varded a gold medal and twvo silver irredals, wvhile it
led to a great itîcrease in the sliipment of the wvools of tlie
Plate to tire ports o! Dunkirk and Havre. Tue operation
o! the Dingley Tarif! has seriously affected the Argentine


