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low rniddling. Thc super would examine cachi bale, and
if the stapie did flot correspond wvith the sa:nples,
the bale %vas not used. The contents of the 8o hales
%vetonlit spread on the floor iii a space of about 12 X 20,

aîîd four nien would spend about two lîours in malcing a
tihorougli iiix. The contents of cach bale wvou1d e':
tend in layers across the entire surface, so that wlien
using the stock from the face «of the batcli il wotild give
ail gradesat tlie same limec, thus assuring uniforndty in
the conibination.

The picking equipment of the miili consisted of 2
Ainerican preparers, connected wich 2 Englisli pickers
withl 3 beaters each. The work wvas doubled froîn these
machines through 4 finishier lappers, cadi doubling four
laps into one, and turning out nearlY 30,000 lbs. weekly.
The finisher pickers hiad old style eveners, and tiiese
caus2d sonie bol hler, but, taking it ail i n al, fairly good
wark wvas turned out. 1 think that if a careless 'boss
hiad to produce stock under these conditions the output
%vould not have proven so satisfactory to the carders
and spinners. il lcarned in this room the necessity of
care in the preparation of :otton for the following pro.
cesses. I also learned that the less the cotton is worked
to open and dlean, the less thle danmage to <lie fine staple,
and consequently the less tlie wiaste mnade. 1 also found
out that it does not do to crowd the machines. An even
iap cannot be made on any machine wl'hen crowded.
Time must lie given for the dirt, leaf and foreign
substances to separate [rom the fibre. Thle
practice of doubling, laps in bopes of getting more
even laps for the cards is a good idea, and resuits in
botter wvork; much evener sliver resuits. The accumnu-
lation of laps in the picking room should be avoided as
far as possible, and it caxi be donc by adjusting the
specd to meet the requirements. Anothier point I rnight
mention is as regards the care of the machines. My duty
consisted very nîuch in oiling and clcaning up. There
%vote many chances to shirk and the boss wvould not
know the difference urtil sorte =ccident niight happen.
Ail journals should be cleaned and ouled rcgular.y Iby
some one who -%vill do kt faitlifu]13, <lins preventing ]lot
bearings and perhaps fires. To get good resîîlts the
laps should be %veiglied frequently, as ticre are inany
conditions that will cause the output to vary. %Vith
care used in preparing a batch, the machine kept in
good condition, the laps uiniform, the product o! the
roonx should come off in good shape, and uniformi
yarns should be obtained from saine. 1 thuts pre-
sent soine points that 1 gathered u'hic laboririg as a
workman, but which 1 enlarge upon, adding to saine
some Mdens %vhich have comne to me in the regular
course of long years' work in higher capacities.

AN OLD INDUSTRY.

The manner in which an industry is born, reaches
its chrna.x of prosperity and then declincs and dies out,
always makes in:ercsting reading. and thisis excmplificd
in a stril<ing degree by antr article in the cxîrrent r.umber
of the Popular Science Monthly, by Mary H. Leoiiard,

who wvrites upon the subject of il Indigo in Southi
Catrclilla." Il' 1748, the aniotînt o! indigo exported
froîn that Statc wvas 138,1 iS pounids, wvhicli wvas sold at
2S. 6d. sterling; in 1754 the export WvaS 216,924 pounds;
and shortly before the revohîtion it liad rian to 1,107,-
66o pounds. Varions statenients regarding ,he price o!
indigo arc given in <lie old records. The vaiue varied
f1reatly during the hall century of its predluction. A
recert writer says: IlThe finest qîîality of the dye at
one t -e sold in the niarket for as îiuch as four or five
dollars a potîuîd, and fortunes were mîade rapidly hy its
cultivation." It is certain that botwcen the years 1763
a.nd 1775 wJ'en indigo ivas at the hieiglit of its import.
ance, South Carolina had a inost tinexiimipled perivd of
prosperity. Ramsay tells us that Ilindigo proved nv-)re
profitable to South Carolina than the mines of Mexico
or Perui to Old or Newv Spain." Wrealtlî poured iii
upon the people, niany of the planters doubling their
capital every three or four years. During the years
preceding the revolution it is saici that "la larger nîîmber
of children were sont to England for education from
South Carolina than froînany of the colonies,and this on
accounit of the greater ivealth of the colony, owing to
the superiority of bier products-rice and indigo-which
gave abundant means." But the revolution broughît a
change in industriai and commercial conditions. Dur-
ing the wvar more rice was raised than indigo, as wvas
natural. After pence wvas declared indigo culture in-
creased again for a little tiîne. But the conditions of
tracle were différent. The Englishi bounty ivas no longer
available. Large importations soon came to Eng!anid
froin the East Indies, wvhich lowered the price, and the
paliny days o! indigo for South Carolina werc gonc
forever.

110W TO CLOSE UP TENTER HOLES.

More than once ive have been impressedl with the
fact that, as fînishiers o! wvoolen and worsted goods,
miany of our manufacturers arc not taking and do flot
take ail the pains that they should in order to turn out
upon tic market a production which will bear cvery
possible test o! excellence. No one can examine the
best products of foreilgr manuifacturers with.iut noting
how every precaution miust be takien in order to make
the cloth as iiearly perfect as it can possibly be. Too
oficu, wc arc led to think, mnany o! our own manufac-
tmîrers depcnd tipon gaining a market for their goods by
mens o! a highi protective tariff, ither tlîan hy pro-
ducing sucli a higbi grade of textiles that consumners
wvill naturally prefer the home article. One of these
details, -which the foreign finislier bas made an effort to
ov'ercome, is the holes in the selvages o! wvooIen cloths,
,%vhich arc caused by the tenter hooks on the drying
nmachiines or bars. While it may bie a cormnon thing
for finisimers to take special precautions toward dloingC
awvay ivith these îimperfections, we do flot know of it,
and so to many, as il %vas to us, il may bc a matter o!
soîne intcrest to knnwv how the finishiers who do note
these defects proceed. It is mainly on worsted goods


