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THE INCENDIARY

Ray SrawNanrp Bakkr ¥ 112 Your'a CoMPaNiox,

Unole Norman Colling waz set in
his opinfon that the modern boy
doosn't amount to much, and this
opinion applicd partioularly to Robert

offat, lua sieter's son. He dldn’t
liko tho way that Robort had beon
brought up, snd he nover miseed
an opportunity of lotting Lis sistor
Serah know it.

 Qoddling isn't what makes mon,”
he would esy, wrinkling his big
shaggy brows and svowling over his
blaok-rimmed glassos. ** When I was
young, boys didn't expoct to bo sup-
ported until they oame of nge and
spond their timoe dawdling 'round
oolloges and learning Liatin and Greok
and football, At tho time I wayas
old ag your boy I was spending
twenty thousand dollare a year an
working four lundred men every
winter, That's what I was doing.
The Indisns have (he right idea,
If they wrat A young one to
swim, thoy ohuok him into the water,
and if he's good for anything he'll
strike out for himself,  Collego—
ught”

Robert's education wag a_subjeot
on which Mrs, Moffat aud Unocle
Norman Colling had never agreed.
Unole Norman was one of the
wealthioat owners of pine lands and

tiary, l'vo got to Fut a etop to that
gort of thing, Mellint”

A dapper little man with & pen be.
hind his oar darted noisclesaly for.
ward.

+ Give this young man fifty dollars
snd start bim out.”

“ I'm ever so much obliged,” faltor-
¢d Robert, but Unole Norman Colline
out him short.

“ You'll probably raakoe & failure of
it," ha said, ¢ It takes gumptioa for
that kind of work, and gumption isn’t
in your college course, And it'M he
luoky if you don’s got & bullet through
you. In four weeks I'll bo up there
mygelf to find out what you're doing,”

Robert was glad to escape, Ha
went out on the street with hie oheoks
burning and bhia toeth set.

«I's & wonder I dldn’t explods in
there,” he gaid to bhimeelf, 1
ghoulda’t have atood it from hiw if he
wasn't mothor’s brother.”

The noxt morning Robert received
delailed instruotions from Mellin, and
the following afternoon he stepped
from the train ab the little flag station
of Qregg's, a few miles north of
Buunderland, ou the Omaha Railroad.
The only bullding in sight was the
little one-storey depot, freshly painted
a railrosd red.

sawnills in h W

After John Moffat's death he had
offered Robert a place in his office.
But it had been the dearest smbition
of Mra, Moffat's heart to give
her boy s eollege training, and ro,
in spite of Unole Norman's objeo-
tions, Robert had gone away to
school,

Unole Norman fumbled and gramb-
163, but in his erusty old heart there
was & tenderness for his only sister,
and each month when he oalled at
the little house where Mrs. Moffat
and Robert lived, he "forgot” s
roll  of Dills ind fifty

Btretohing mway in every direotion
was a weary wilderness of sorub-pines,
pine stumps, and gaunt and blackened
etabe, broken hoere and there with
patoboa of barren yellow sand, Fire
bad followed the lumbermen and left
the ocountry desolate, Out from the
corner of tho depot a countiry road,
hieavy with sand, orooked away among
the stumps. Where it orossed the
vailrosd track o hig, now eign warned
the publio in fine earcasm {o look out
for the cara.

Only two persons wera to be seen,
One was tho station-agent—a thin,

dollars—no more, no Jees, Of this
money he had spoken only once.
The first time he left it his sistor
ran after him with ¢he bills in ber
tand.

"] forgot 'em,” he eaid, shortly;
+ keep ‘om,”

And be never even aeked how ihis
money wes used; and he did not
know of the pinching and saving and
struggling thet even with its sid both
toother and son had to go throagh in
order that Robert night be maintained
in college.

One Junw dig, at the close of bis
third year in college, Bobert Moffat

into Unole N Collin's

king maun with bloodloss lips,

who appsrently regarded the arrival of
s train as a personal affront., The
other stood leaning one shoulder
sgaioss the freight-room. His hands
were huried deep in his pookets, and
be "had not moved a muscle since
Roboert lelt the train.

¢ Is there avy hotol around here ?”
seked Robext of the station sgent,

“ Don* see any ; do you ?”

#Or sny farmhuuse where I oan
get some supper 2" .

“Mtg,m try Mindy's stopping-

)
 Yes, Mindy's,” came the voloe of
the other o, who had s{lim )
i ined feeh.

ofies. Ho stood at the door, finger-
ing his hat, vatil Unole Normsn
turned in his ohair and aeid grafiy,
“Welle”

« Unele Norman, I'm just out of
college for a three monthe’ (1

show yon'; I go thers.”
Robart looked ab him—a wiry,

1 man ol

age, with that unmistakable mark of

the hall.breed, a peouliar wwarihy
lexion throngh which the

T oan’ go back in the fall unless I earn
soras money this summer, and it will
be s great disappointment to mie as
well as to my mother if I don’¢ finish
the course. Oan you give me some
work to do ?"

Robert had prepared this little

ypesoh and recited it io bis mother } said

with many milgivinﬂ. While ho wae
reciting it now Uncle Normer drum-
med testily on his dssk with a metallic
1oiter-opener.

« Don't need any Latin or Greek
{ranslated—don’t bave ‘em in my
business,” be seid. ** You play foot-
ball, 400, don’t you?”

* Yes, sir, but—"

“ Wall, I heven't got any football
mu; o do, either—oan't afford it,”

id his unele, tartly.

The color ereps up in Robert's face,
and be bit his lips.

“What ean you do?’ Unele

N Oolling i

q d, fixing
his keen, grey oyes on Robert's face.
# Jo]—hardly know—" stammer-

Robert.

« 8o I thought,” drily.

«But if you'll try me you'll find
thet I ean work hard, oven if it's only
shiopping logs.”

Unscle Normao smiled grimly and
loocked st Robert's white hbands.
" Fgell. sit down there and wait,” ha
aaid.

Mueh humiliated, and with an
angry oonsoionsness that he hed
not been treated with proper con-
sideration, Robert dropped into
obair. If it had not been for the
thought of his mothcr and his keen
Qusire to return to college, he would
have left the room without a word.

As Robert sat there be saw men
come snd go, wnd heard his unole
Jdeclde important busivess matters
with » direotness and clear-sightedness
that gave the boy & new ides of what
bueiness may mean, Unole N

seems to glow, and pierciog black
eyed.
* Sam’ll show you,” said the station-
agent.”
* Bam, what's your other name 9"
The half-bred shrugged his should-
ors and shook his head. ¢ Bam,” he
"'Wall. Sem, you lead amd

b3l
follow,” said Robers, good dl,

every vestige of groen follage. In a
1aw hollow frees tho flames still roared,
and the amoke belohed out feom the
tops as i from {aotoxs obimneye.
Robert strode for some dlstanco over
the smoking land. Then he etoppad.

“ How far do you supposo this fire
will run 2” he ssked,

“ Little Are—no 'count,” and Bam
shook his head in a depreciatary way.
“ (tio' TYellow River meobe, wmebbe
not.'

 How are fites like this eot ?”

The halt-breed shrugged hig should-
ors,

Do you suppose gome hunter let
his eamp-fire get away from him 9"

+ Or did somo tasoal seb it on pur-
pose ?”

A still mors experasiva shrug.

Although Robort tiamped through
the burned forest until it was dark,
ohoking with emoke and porspiring
with heat, bo could ot flad tho least
evidenoe asio how the fire originated.

¢« How much shsll I pay you for
your help to-dsy?" asked Robert,
whon they returned to Gregg's that
evening.

« You say.” was the anawer.

Robert gave him two dollars and
without & wo:d he turmed and die-

sppeared.

¢ That haltbreed seeme to know
the country pretty well,” Robert re-
marked ¢o the otstion agens the next
day. 3w
“ Yer,” was the deawing reply;
“he knows it well enough—pr'aps
too well.”

During the next week Robert busied
himself in exploring such of the oom.
Wn{l 1and ae Jay nearest to Gregg's.

ithin that time two other fires broke
out, one of which swept over a valu.
able meadow. In ench oase Sam
brought the earliest information and
1ed Robert steaight to the spot where
the fire was flerccst, afterward receiy-
ing his pay withous a word,

And with each investigation Robert
grew more sud more discoursged
oauge he could not discover how the
fires originated. They were inly
not aecidental, but who eet them ?

« Sam,” he said one day, *do you
want to n;:ke » hipwwilh m:? h'm

ing right up into the couniry where
goae fices break oub aud eee if ¢I
oan't oatoh the rascals shat way.”

“] go; I koow land,” wsas the
prompt reply.

Early the next morning they set
out with a tent, s oanoe and s oom-
plote psok. They orossed Yellow Lake
and oamped on the farther shore. It
way & wild, desolate country, wholly
uninhabited, and in the mildst of the
company’s landa. There were no
rosds throngh it except the logging
rosds, and they were passabledonly in
the winter when frozen.

Here for two weoks they lived quite
comforiably, for there wasn't a single
fire to trouble them. Robert told Sam
that the resosls who set the fires
knew they were being watched and
kept out of sight ; at whioh the hell-
:m]od shrugged his shoulders uxpross-
vely,

But on the very day that Roberi

d his intention ¢! i

to Gregg's, Sam came running in
from s hunting.trip with the {nform.
ation that he had discovered s fire,
An investigation was promptly made,
with the usual result of finding the
fire without any difficuity atall and

A few momenta Inter the half-breed

ntirely mi‘alu‘iil')g the inoendiary or any

wes striding down s well-worn path-
way s:ong taho ‘s.t:dmpc with tl;o slid-
ing step and steady gait peculiar to
those olF Indisa blood. 8% oo
Mindy's wes & log hovel on the
bank of » little stream not far from
the Buderland road, A slovenly-look

1ng woman served Robert with supper,
sftar which be made inquiries of Sam
about the Jocation of the Yellow River
pine and the forest fire. Although
herd to0 make talk, the balf-breed
seemed woll informed on almost svery-
thing pertaining to the apiuu country.

+ Ishow you,” he said, confidentisl-
ly; ¢ I know fire—plenty big fire.”

“Well, I'1t seo that you are weil
paid for your irouble,” responded
Rabert, gratefally.

Tbe next morning Sam was no-
where to be seen. About noon, bow-
ever, he returned, dusty und some.
what travel-worn,

“Y go hunt fire, he maid. “ Big
fira up Yellow River,

‘Then heled Robert to the top of
little hill and poluted to the west. In
tho distance a faint line of brownish
green showed where the Yellow River
pine was, and over it hung a narrow
gray oloud,

** Are you sure that's s foreat fire ?”
Robert inquired anxicualy, not a litile
surprised thet the half-breed shonld
have aocepted his offer ea promptly,

The lobg yellow £ was with-
drawn slowly, aod the half-bresd
glanced at Bobert with two lille

gr thy drivo.;ohool of t:o llYolltm
ver Xiogging Company, which owned
whole townshipe of pinz land and half
s dozen big sawmills, Thirty-five
yoars before he had gone into the
woods, penniless, & common lumber-
men, but sx hard as » flint and as
tough 86 8 jaok-pine root, and he hed
litterally fought his way to the top,

v Now, I'll ses you,” Unole Norman
Oolline_went on; he had never
oslled Robert by his given name.
+There have boen » Rood wmany
mysterious fires in our pine this
spring. Bome raseal it selting them,
he's got s be brooght up with
round turn, You go up there aud
flad out who's doing it, and get the
evidenos ¢ land him in the peniten.

pening at the eorners of
his eyoe. * [ find him," he sald,
Robert was all ensrgy in a moment.

Ho folt that the time hed come for | bed

bim to vindioate himself befors his
unele.
* Do you know the way up there ?"
he asked.

¢+ Yes, I go—I kmow all land I
show you.”

Miles and miles they {ramped
o Y " s of

gh &
burned-over * oultings” and sandy
ride-hills without & sign of animal life
oxocopt the ocessional dismsl shriok of
o woodpecket.- The halfbreed never
turned or rested or offered to nya
word until they reached the burning
forest. Hore the ground was bleck
ened and smoking, licked clesn of

o ¥

] don's seo how Bam finds these
$hinge 20 much more easily that I do,”
he pussled, ‘“and I can’t understand
how he san lead me acraight to them
through the woods.”

Then he stopped suddenly, alapped
his knee and sprang to his feet, The
implied waraing of the station agent
in o the hallbreed came to
bim, What if Sam—and then Robert
ed awiftly the serioa of fires and
the romarkable way in which Bam
had discovered them* He aleo re-
mernabered how Bam had found a fire
the moment he had saggested that it
‘was time o break camp, which would
throw the half-breed cat of & job.

The blood surged hotly into Robert's
face and be resirsined himaelf with
diffioulty from springing npon the haif-
breed, dozing in the aunshins, and
shaking the trath out of him.

¢« Well, Bam,” he said, a8 calmly as
he oould, * if there's no fire fo-morrow,
1 guess we'll break oamp snd go baok
to Gregg's. It's about time for my
uncle to come.”

Before daybreak the mext morning
the half-breed crawled stealthily oat of
the tent.

¢ Where are you going ?"' inquired
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oame to the brow of a little hill, and
there within a dozen yards of him the
half-breed was kneeling at & spring
and socoping up the water in his
hands

Far au inetant Robert waa sure that
Bam had seen him, snd his mind
grasped for some cxousa that would
explsin his presence, But the hall-
broed did not turn, and Rotert dropped
silently on his bands and Lpees and
wriggled » faw paces back, And there,
hugging the ground, he_watshed the
haltbreed epring up, and, afier tight-
ening his belt, set off up the teail at
the peculiar pace, half walk, half run,
that reminded Robert of the steady
swing of a deerhound in fall ory.

He knew well that tho half breed
ocould keep it up all dsy, sud his hesrt
sank as be thought of following him.
Bus he set his toeth and ran, up hill
and down, over logs, around litile
patohes of dry marsh, and through
thiokets of poplar brush that had come
up in the opminevund olutobed a$ him
ss he paased. When the balf-breed
paused, he paused, and when the halt-
breed started sguin, he started.

Two or three times he came danger-
ously near to being discovered on ae-
ocount of & oraoking twig or the swish
of bushes, and onee, after a seemingly
endless run, he was so short of breath
thet he fearsd his gaspa might reveal
hip presence. Bub he only clenohed
his hands and resolved that he would
never be beaten. He had boen shamed
and humilinted enough.

When the trail turned st the en-
trance of & deep ravine the half-breed
stopped and narrowly examined the
sidebill, as if looking for sumething.
Blowly be retraced his steps, with his
eyes on the weody pathway. Robert
falt that he must surely be discovered,
although he eoncealed himself as well
a8 he could behind a puoky log.
Closer and closer Sam came, until he
was only & few yards away, aud then
he seemed suddenly to discover what
he was secking. He gave a grant of
satisfaction end plunged into the
‘woods again.

For a mile or 50, as well as Robert
conld judge, e ran with aven grester
specd than before. At last, just as his
puraner felc that he ocould not follow
another step, be stopped on the edge of
s Gry meadow, waving with eriep
weeds aud marsh grass.

Here he stooped over, and *-fore
Tobert oonld reatixe what he was do-
ing, or just how he bad done it, he had
kindled & fire. Then he orouched
back and watched it eat out in all
Jirections, th: ':’n.n. flames loaping

Robert, eleepily, although every senee
was on the alert.
Bo baok

¢ Qh, go look round.
soon.”

Robert rolled over as if he wera go-
jog to sleep mgein. But no sooner
had Sam loft the tent then he sprang
40 bis feet and slid into his olothing.
Then he peeped out. The half breed
stopped & moment fo got some-
thing to eat, snd was now swinging
easily up the hill from the laka.

Robert quiokly bid the rifie and the
oanoe peddles—no oam| in the
lumber cavatey leaves his tent with-
out taking this p i d then

from k and send-
ing up spirals of dense brown smoke.

Robert's eyer wein faswened for a
moment on the spreading firs. His
saspicions were oonfirmed, He had
been out-witled and imposed upon by
» hall.breed, and hus visit nad not only
bean in valn, but there had been more
fires he was hing for tbe

get away,” he said, “or you may get
8 hole through you."

‘' Build oumpfire; he got sway,”
said the half-breed, shrugging his
shoulders, and glanoing aronnd at the
fire, which now rosred and orackled
all over the little meadow.

' Yes, 1’ve heard that story before,”
o8id Robert. ' Now we're going baok
to camp; mind that you don’t make
auy trouble.”

3o back to camp ? Oh, I show
you ; I know land.”

4 Yes, and Lknow half-breeds,” said
Robert ; ¢*and I've had all the showing
I want from you."

The fire ran on ; it could not have
spread very far, for Robert heard and
saw no more ol it, He and the half-
breed wore nowmoving‘r:gidli through
the woods, the half-breed & fow paces
shead and Robert, with hie revolver
oooked, following, Mile after mile
they travelled snd not s word was

en. They were rapidly nesring
$he oamp and Robert was wondering
how he would get his ocaptive into
Grogg's,when the half-breed,in passing
o huge pine tree, suddenly darted be-
hind it, ran & fow steps, and disap-
peared as completely asif the earth
had swallowed him up.

A# fiest Robert was too much aston-
ished to move and he never once
thought of firing bis revolver. Bat
it was only for a moment. Teariog
his way through the brush he discov-
ered the ledge of rooks almost hidden
with & thiok growth of young pines.
Frantioally he jumped over it, & dls-
tance of eight or ten feet, and rushed
wildly hither and thither trying to
find his captive, but all in vain. The
half-breed plainly had knowa the land
nuch better than be kaew it.

After ten minatas of excited beating
thzongh the bushes, Robert gave up in
despatr.  He knew that he could never
hope to find the cunning half-breed in
sach & place as this, and 50, warm and
weary and disoouraged, ho started for
the camp. Indeed, in his dissppoint-
wment and humilistion, the tears oame
into Robert’s eyes. What would he
ever gay to his uncle ?

By this time the tent came into
view, and then the oool water of the
Iske. He was very thirsty. As he

bave s sorry time gelting her back
without any paddles.”

Then he Isid his head deed in the
water and with loog, powerful under-
strokes set the ripples running abont
hig shoulders, He bad always been &
roady, leatless swimmer, and be know
bhow to tread water and float and rest
nls:lt a8 well a8 he knew how fo
walk,

As ho swam, the shores seem to un-
fold slowly and strelch away in longer
lines, From beycnd the furthest head-
Iand other headlands reached out and

raw sbove the curve of the water.

he r;lne forest on one side of the lake
dwarfed slowly, tho tallest alubs
silbouetted in blaok againat the sky,
like churoh steeplee ; and on the other
side it growlarger and larger, Abave,
o fow fieeoy clouds floated bigh, and
an osprey or fwo were wheeling laxily
aboat, Al these things the swimmer
saw haif-conssiously,

Procently Robert paused in the
wator. Ho was » long distance from
shora, He should have resched the
oanoe. Yot he saw with  plunge of
the heart that it was almost as far

sway from him as ever, Wkat could
it mean ?
Reising bimeelf as high in the

water a4 be oould, he looked at it keen-
ly. At the prow he saw a few faint
ripples. If it were merely drifiing
there could be no ripplea.” And the
prow posed several inshes deeper in
$he water than thestern. He remem-
bered positivaly that it had been emply
when ke left ostp that morning.
Then he chiilled suddenly with vague
terror. The cance Lad begun to rook
and pitoh as if some huge oreaturs of
the lake was tossing it about Then
» long, bare, brown arm with geaspi
fingers »lid arcund the ganwale, an
thero appeared the ?:{f’ing hesd and
of the awi

Instantly Robert recognized the half-

breed, ' Biop there ?” he eshonted,
angrily,
. But noross the water oame a mook-
ing ory, half laugh, half impresation,
and the hall-breed, with his hand on
the stern of the oance, begau to drive
it ealmly through the water.

For & moment a feeling of fear snd
hopeiessness :neh a8 cotaes only to »

ran down the shore he was surp
to see his oanoe floating out on the
water. He oould not understand how
it had slipped awsy from its moorings,
for he bad a very distinot recolleotion of
palling it up an unususl distance on
the snore. It was hardly possible
that any one could have been there in
bie sbeence, and if any one hed, he
oould bave had no use for the oance
without the paddles.

% 1)1 have to oateh that canoe,” he
wid to himsell, suddenly, “or I'il
never got out of this place alive ;” and
he reinembered how far it was to
Gregg’s, and how the halfbreed had
told him thet in summer it was almeat

incendisry ; and he aatually hed paid
the incendiary for setting them. His
temples burned with aoger and hu-
wilistion.

The half-breed, who bad been sitting
like » bit of bronze statuary, watchiog
the fire onzl and orisp the long spears

he examined the loads in his revolver,
thrass it quiokly into his pooket and
followed. For ten minates be rsn
steadily st » jog-trot of the kind that
football players use when in traiviog.
Theu he atopped, bent close 4 the
ground and listened for & moment.
There was no sound) exoept the
woolding ohstier of a frighjened ground
squireel, S0 he ran on again until he
)
i

i

of h-grass, now alowly arose.
Bsbert whipped oab his revolver,
olicked the trigger, and crept alowly
{orward. When just behind the half-
breed he ssid, se calmly as he could :

8o yow'rs the man who's doing
the burning 2"

Like a flash the half-breod turned,
his black eyes burning.

Robert raived his_ revolver and
levelled it at him. +* Don’t you try to

p le to make the trip by land,
owing {0 the 00,

All this time the canoe had been
drifting alowly out into the lake, “I'il
swim for it,” Robert said, aloud, and
without more ado he siripped off his
clothiag. He liked the idea of »
plunge in the cool water,

A momgcnt Iater there was » flash of
white shoulders in the sunshine, a
running splash, and Robert was ewim-
ming eseily vut into the big, quivt lake,
He pluoged hia heated !‘too beneath
the aurface of the waler and drank
deep aud long. He folt parohed and
dusky from hts long run.

“ft isn't much of s swim out
there,” he said to himself, * bat I'll

in desperate straits all but
overwholmed Robert. Like » fiash ke
ssw the whole of the half-breed’s oun-
ning aud aruel plan.

Sam had known that if Robert came
down and saw him making off with the
csnoe he wounld open fire with the
riflo—s0 fortunately hidden and that
his chanoa tu escape would be small,
So he swam ahead and pulled the
oanos gently afcer him 40 give the im-
proseion that it was drifting. He had
undoubtedly known, too, that Bobert
would follow and belured to his death
in mid-lake.

Now theze was no longer any neces-
sity tbat the haif-breed should swim
ahesd in & ocramped position. His
pursaer was far on::sh ont ins the lake
to_be harmless, he oould drop
boldly behind and push.

For a moment Hobert waversd. It
wsa a long awim back—he could just
see the white of his fent—and yet he
folt that he oould make it. Bul eculd
he stend the disgrace and humiliation
of being tricked and beaten by the
balt-breed ?

At the vory thought heset his teeth,
plowed his head deeper into the water
and followed. It was to be white man
sguinet ved man 40 the bitter and. He
did not step to think of what might
happen if he failed to oateh his enemy,
or of what might happen if he did
catoh him. He did not think of any-



