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Sermon, -
By Rev. John Iiogan, M R. S.

O death, where is thy ating? O grave, where.

{s thy victory? “I'hanks be to Gol, who giveth
Ats the victory through our Lord Jeslis Christ.”’—
1 Cor. xv. 83, 57

The Messlulr Is foretold in antient prophes
ty. as a magnificent Conqueror, His victo-
ries were celebrated, and Ifls triumphs were
aung, long before the time of His uppearante
to Israel. * Who is this,” saith the propliet
Isaiah, pointing Hiut out to the Old Testa-
ient Church, * Who s this that cometh from
Edom; with dyed garments from Bozran?
‘This that is glotlous in His apparel, travel-
ling in the grentriess of Mis strength?” «]
have set my King upon the holy hill of Zion.
I shall give Him the heathen for an inheri-
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for iiis possession.” Asa Congueror, lie had
to destroy the works of the great enemy of
mankind y and to overcome death, the king
of terrors.

The method of accomplishing tkis victory
*is us surprising as the love which gave it
birth, ¢ Forasmuch as the children are par-
tgkers of fleshh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of:thu same, that through
His own deutK He thight destroy Him that
had the power of death, that is the devil, and
deliver them, who, through fear of death,
were all their lifetime subject to bonduge.”

Accordingly, 1lis passion on the cross,
which vou have this day commemorated, was
the very victory which He obtained. The
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Your in which e suffered, was also the hout
in waich 1fe overcame. Then Ie bruiscd
the head of the old serpent, who had seduced
our first parents to rebel against their Maker;
then He disarmed the ldng of terrars, who
lad dominion over tie nations; then tris
umphing over the legions of hell, and the
powers of darkness, @ niade a show of thent
openly. Not fo Himself, but for us did He
conquer, ‘The Captain of our salvation
fought, -that we might overcome. lle ob:
tained the vietory, that we may join in the
triumplial song, as we now dp, wlien we re-
peat tie words of tlte Apostie: “Q death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
vietory P ’ .

It is the glory of the Christian religion,
that it abounds “with consolations under all
the evils of life; nor is its benign influ-.
ence conflned to the tourse of life; bhut even
exténds to death itself. Tt delivers us from
the dgony of the last hour; sets us free from
the fears which then perplex the timid 3 from
the horrors which hatmt the offender, though
setiltent nnd froin all the datkness which
}nr’ol\‘es our mortal state. Ho compiete 'is
tiie victory we obtain, that Jesus Christ is
safd in Scripture to have abolished death.

The evils in death from which Jesus Christ
sets us free, are the following:—in the Firs!
piace, the doubts and fears that are apt to
perplex the mind, from the uncertainty in
which a future state is involved. Secondly.
"The apprehensious of wrath and forebodings
of punishments, proceeding from the conscis
;)insness of sin, T'hirdly. 'The fears that avise



