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one. They liad heard in other days that their
nation was going to be litted up to & high pin-
nsacle of greatness and prosper‘zt{. In a word,
their minds wero tekon up with the same sort of
things that your minds arc taken wp with—the
things of the world, The result was, that when
Jesus set before them tho thing which they real-
Iy did waut, they turned their backs upon it.
“ We do not want etornal life ; we want temporal
glory imstead,” they said. *¢ If youfeed on Me,
you shall never hunger,” Jesns said ; and their
auswer was, “ Xeep your gift!” And so they
turned theix back upon Him.

And whatis it that keeps people away from
Christnow ? Theself same thing. 1sometimes
think that the Mission preacher i able deeply
to enter into the feelings of our Lord upon this
matter. Xdo not for a moment say that g1l go
awa) unblest,—I make no such general asser-
tion ¢ but X eannot help fearing that many rush
away as if aftaid of getting a blessing, {mmy
are in the same condition of soul, and under the
gamnic inflaence, that induced the Jews to turn
their backs on “‘the Light of the world.” 1
conclude my sermon, and what happens? Right
bundred people goaway. I watchthem going,
and £ have to ask myself, What féelings now
gossess them as they %%? I can do nothin

ut ask : How many belong to that class vh§
put themsglves out of the road of blessing by
turning tMeir backs on Christ? I watch the
throng diminishing, until we have cnly & hun-
dred out of the seven or eighthundred. Then
comes our aftersmeeting, when another invita-
tion is given. Perhaps wo ask them to come
ferward; perhaps we make another arrange-
ment. Insome places we may have fifty or a
hundred remain, perhaps ten, perhapr cne or
two; but in every place I have 10 ask myselt,
“ Qut of all that come to hear me preach, how
fow there are who determne to have the blessed
gift which God has for them ?”

1 will suppose that in this church to-night
thero will be thirty or forty who may remain ;
buteven among that aumber how many will
thers be, who, when asked to receive God’s gr.(&
will be so filled with their own dreams an
fancies that they will not {asp it! By-and-by,
perhaps, out of the seven hundred you have t
Joy of believing that some five or six, or eight

or ten, or ten or twenty, are taking Christ at
Ris word and receivingthe gift. hat has He

done for the rest? Ab, what will become of
the rest 2 We on the receding multitude,
and again we think of the preciousness of every
soul. O souls of men and women, let me pleecd
with you! Whatis there in the marred coun-
tenance of Jesus that willrepel you? What is
there in the sight of those wounded hands to
thrast you away from the fesst of everlasting
life ¥ What is there in the words He spesks
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te drive yoa away ? Come there not from His
?;ing 'ig)s the words, “ Will ye also go away #”

thers have gone, but wiltye ? The Saviour
ask s the same question He did of old. He
looks at men and women a9 He then did npon
mon and women who might be enjoying the
feil privileges of God's house, «nd rejoicing in
the presence of all His people, Ho looks at
each of you. and agks, “ Willye also goaway ?”

My friends, let us not lose the special word,
“also,’ It is the very thing your forefathers
have done that you do. If I were to go into
the ehurchyard, and call the sleeping dead from
their tombs, and let them bear their testimony,”
would it not he, < Take care! Beware of =y
sin—the bane of my life, the guilt of my past?!
The decp, damxing sin gbove all is this, thatX
turned my back upon Him who called me, that
Tepurned His counsel, that I despised His sal-
vation when it was brought to my very door,
and now Iam doomed! I have lost my op-
portuaity for ever !

Or, again, if I were to preach to-night one
such eermon to such a cengregation, and give
such an address as Lhave given to you, and say,

4 Ye need not go away, for thero is One hero

ready 10 receiveyou.”” - Oh, with what a shoat
of acclaim would the ofier s accepted? But
eir day is %ast. There isa force in that word
oughtnot to belostsight of. My
friends, atethere notenough down yonder in the
dark ? Are there not enough who have lived
simply to buy and sell, tobe married and given
inmarriage? Arethere not enough who have
lived the sinful lifo already described, and found
itend ineternal doom ? Wil ye also go away?
Are you coming, orare you going? To whom
will you go # It is your goul that is going.
Will you goto the world? Ah! you have tried
it already. It was filled with breken cisterns
that held no watér. Will you fall back upon
indifference—that rock upon which so many
have foundered ?

Mg) friends, the awful moment of awakening
is before yon. You may succeed jn driving the’
Holy Spirit from your bosom ; you may succesd
in losing your day of grace ; but the awful hour
wili come when the realities of eternity will
stand before your vision, aud there will be an
end of your apathy whon you stand in the judg-
ment. Towhom then shallwego? Shall we
go to nominal veligion? Have we not hagt
enough of ihat already? What profit has it
been? What goodhas it done? Has it ans-
wered the deepest cravings of my being? Why
should Idie of starvation, when there is bread
enough, and tospare? Why should I put up

‘with the darkness of the shadow, when God

Himseif offers to be my light? Why go awa
nnsatisfied, when sl the ime the Breuad of Life
is within yourteach ? You have bus to stretch



