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Moast viodent atorm? Arm thse bonds of
a family in the city involved in heavier
domestie duitiet, than the ome Individu-
ais in the country ? lVhich have the. cat-
tie to tend, the fowls tu feedl, the dairy
to look after, as welI as thc ordinary
houaehold arrangements te, regulate t
And which occupy most reguVarl'y a
portion of the Sa6bbath moroing ini con-
ducting that sacred service so generally
neglected by proflýming christians--
latuaily worsb)ip-7previous te setting ou t
for the. more Public worsbip of God in
the courts of HM& own bouse ? Stili,
the report says that, wbile in country
sections the attendance in "6especially
goodt" in chties "laimait bhi of tic
regular families do flot attend as
regularly as they ought," and seme
attend "11only once on the Lord's day,
and then only <ohen the day is fine ! "
Observation confirms the statement,
anrd experience proves that a duli Sab-
bath finda aur churehes more than lRf
deserted, althougi a similar circum-
stances would be considered no serions
obstacle te the fufilment of an engage-
ment te be prert at a ordinary Con-
cert, or one of thune flahionable enter-
tainnients enler "4evening parties.»
Excuses tie mn trivial-a eligit
feeling of weariness, over4seep, windy
or wet weather, the tailor's or ciress-
maker's failure to complute a garment,
-e eaufficient, in many instances, for

absence from the place of worsiip.
Tus is a very serions matter, if a

profesion of Christianity hem any
meaning at ail, and onc tint requires
prompt considération, rtot only by the
absentees thenaselves, but by thowe wio
amre set over thena i the Lord-?" It
is obvious tint tic cause of this stand-
!nn rbuke arises frona none of the con-'
siMrations referrer! to, and ve are
forcd te tbe inevitablo conclusion,
that the means of graoe. are leue higbly
peired-that tic prfssions of devotion
to Christ are too frequcntly e4j pr#fs-
sions--tbat tbe house of 'ed is.iot te
snany, the Ilbeaut'y of bo1'wmss "-and
that tihe service of God *ipO ralyot au
deihtflalas the wo-obipàfaelf. if it
were otberwise, a IiW,~ seif-demial would
surly be exhibited,- -for a stronge«
testimony ought te b. Aiven b*v Clas
tims to the reality -of Wb"t they Pro-
fou ; the7 should, -ut Ieast, prove te the.

world that a slight persenal nconveni
ec is insufficient, to warrant absence
frein divine service on the Lord'a day.

Now wint in tie resuit of tuis
acknowledged indifference ? Can it
b. productive of a blessing ? Cousider
how il affects the pastor. H1e bas, it
may be, during the ivcek, been cicr-
cised by smre special tbought, anr! has
brought the matter te God, and prepar-
cd discourses with the view of awaken-
i ng an intercst in it among bus hearers.
A.fir ail bis anxiety and labor of prepa-
ration, whcn :lhe Sabbatb-day arrives,
h.e fuds, because of tie duil appearance
of the wcatbcr, or tic failing of a show-
er of rain, bis people have largely de-
serteci hum, auli a scattered few arc al
tint assemble to reccive bis message.
Apart froux any other consideration, it
is aimait impossible for a sensitive

pato to labor succcs-sfully under such
dsvantages andr dusrepectf'ul treat-

ment. He feels tiat lie itpends Lis

stengti.b naukht; bis hoil on their
baL unappreciated; and it ks quite

natural that lic shouir! eilLer become in
a measure iridifferent and unfaithfmil, or

q it the field for another uphere of use-
fuluess,-becausc h.e i den ied tiat syna-
pathy whici is a great lever-pewer te
sustain bina in bis work. H1e, as a mani,
bas his own perSonal trials and dieceur-
agementa; butlIhie ie an unnecesaary and
smnfi one inflieted upon him by bis
thougitims frienda.

Wiat ks its effeet on thse fqmily?1 If
thc fathers and mothers of the prescrit
gencraton are so ananif'estly negzligent
in attendance upon the mens o race,
it follows, as a consequence, tint thcir
chilcireri will have no liigher regard for
thc ordinances as tiey grow te veats of
maturity. Ciildren are wonderfiil imi-
tators. Everi Sabbati Scbool instruc-
tion and the example of tic godly and
conscientious can do but littie wlien the
influence of parental exazuple is awant-

ThgIe n, what a solemu responsi-
biliy rests upon parents, wio have
pleciger tieniscives te train up theïr
children in tie fear of the Lor4b J! is
well te instruet the mind, and teach
them the penalties inseparable fium a
disobedience of God's comamandls; but
unleas tie examrple accompanies it ail,
the work in, but liait doin her. will
b. lacking that love for tise ompany of
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