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How are the egg protected during exoeptionaily lacI-
muent veather?

This Fms covers but a short Urne la the bird's Mie, but it
sho ws how murh can ho Iearned and studied in but one phase of
is existence; other moments iu the lives of any species are
equaliy i*tresin.

Ones of ouw greatest deieaais n accurate Mnuvestigaýtioei
Mdsrbution of brd lie in ths Dominion. The uuited

Tarely realis how Mny of the piablished rages of ou birds
are bâued upon geogsrahi prbblities, a Primr esnn or
mr copsd, and recopled, from previons wniters. Examples

mre many. A great propor timmof MOur southeru Canadian lista
give the Northera Hairy woodecke-r as tecomman form nd
the Eastern Water thrush as ranging to the plains. The fart
is, that the firstiIs but a very Lme vlater visitor to, tmc area, and
Grinnell's Water thrush is the common fornein the Lae Erie

pennsua.Mny mor such cases could be clted. The only
bos acceptable for sucb de-ter- nations are spcmu examimisd
by trained experts, Even whm the forms are collected. rom-
parison wlth series, Mf sci fn allied forms is oeceusary to
ces tainly egj1s is ldemtitv. In these we are woefuily lack-
mng aud stili have to, depend upon the coertesy sud luterest of
our friends arrose the hune in the separatio nd substantiation
of manv difficult. forms.

To establisb the Canadian ranges Mf our birds, their migra-
tion routes nd general "ttus, we need. skil;ed observers at ail

* pomablepoints, to, note snd collent local data and sp arnu.
Ideallv there should ho an observer nd collection in every
couuty in the Dominion eacb keeping track Mf his own a
and coUmaig and rhecking it with reswýs froni ad*onn
Stations. PrvnilMsusshould gather up tbes local
details withiu their sphere Mf influence and tbe wbole should ho
amalgasuated and coisrelated bv the Doniion alhrtis e-
presented by the zoological brnceh Mf the (k logical Surirey at
Ottwa. Iu tis wav ws would have co-opermo nd mires of
local coections illustratiug intensive work ihroughout -the
Doiin

AUl sucb work, howsver, to, heof service mnust be based upon
exact personai kuowlsdge nd substantiated in every way pos-
'uble. We look bark to-dav upon apparent mistakeés made by
Our Predeces.s even thoe Mf marked nd secognizsd ablty.

Snd wisb for data by wbicb to, rherk their statemients. The next
generation wifl demand tbe am Mf us nd with more reason
for impti c. if it is absent. Ornitbology bas advanced nd
the necessitv for substantiatiug evM-Uhing is im generalv
reromnivd now than in the past.
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