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THE FLORA 0F THE PEACE RIVER REGION.
Dy JAMES M. mtÂoe.

Tlwre is PbaPS ne Part of Canada in which. a greater
diversity of plants is te in found than ini the Peace River regioni
Though the number of species is surprisingly small, yet plants
characteristic of an arid climat. may be found withîn a few miles
of those requiring wet, almost boreal, conditions and a wonderful
disptay cf gorgeous prairie flowers may be seen within a few yards
of the typical Boera cf the sub-arctic forest.

For the purposes of this short paper the. words Il'Pece River
Region " *wîlt refer only te the district draincd by about one hun-
dred mîtes cf tbe Peace River, that is, the country nortb and south
of that river between Peace River Landing and a peint about forty
miles above Dunvegan. In other words the. region bounded on
the south and north by Lat 5.ç and Lat 57% and on the. east and
west by Long. i' q* ad Long. xi gP. This iticludeut the whole of
the area usually meant when the "4Peson River Region " is spoken
of. Westward fromt this district the country rises gradually to
thc Rocky Mountains, the Peace River taking its risc far te the
northwest in British Columbia. Fromt Peace River Landing the.
river fiows northeasterly. te Lakre Athabasca, passing througb
what is known as the. 4"Vermilion country."

The. Peson River flbm through the. district under discussion
in a dcep valley, the bottom of which is front 700 te a,ooo feet,
or even more betow thc plateau. The valley itscîf averages about
threc miles in width from risu te rim, the river flowing in swecp-
ing beuds fromn one side cf Uie valley te thc other cutting into the.
straight bank on one sud. wbile on the other a broad alluvial fiat
is formed, as is usuat with ail western rivema The nortb batik cf
the. valley is naturally warmer and drier than Uic souti, as thc fuît
force of the. sua strikes it, and this fact and the presence cf a weIl-
travelled trait on thc north side accounts for Uic great diference
bctwccn the. two aides of the river. Rcpeated Oires bave almoa
wholty removed the. forest, and the. cou.ntry betwcen Peace River
Lsnding and Dunvegan is almoit a prairie, about 4ooo acres in
ai, whule the. south aide is still clothed with forait The extent cf
agriculture] land in the vatley is not great as the plateau is
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