
h~ ist his jouie ha the csarbohyres and the boeds wtho cotend

le with and enough bas st to do. The fat, therefore, passes unheeded,
but a littie further it meets its most bitter enemy, namely, the

t aikaline pancreatic juice which wrestles with it until its entire
decomposition is effected. By its action the fat is resolved into

e glycérine and a sait of the fatty acids. which sait is known as a
soap.

Now ar' you well know soaps are usually soluble. This one
avery similar to that so often called loto domestic use and like it

is soluble. It dissolves and is readily absorbed by the numerous
o villi, capillary filaments lining the small intestine, whose funactions

consist in absorbing the thus dissolved foods. In this way the
ý soap is introduced into the circulating system and carried to the

epithelium celis where it in turn suffers décomposition loto its
il organic acid and an alkali. The organic acid again unites with
e ~the glycérmne which bas been absorbed at the saine time as the

y soap and the fat is reformed.
The fact thât the fat of an animal fed entirely on a certain

kind of fat is flot identical in composition with the fat fed, seems
ic to indficate this double décomposition and à certain power of selec-

taon on the part of the littie villi foraging for their proper food.

t Undoubtedly if an exclusive diet of a certain fat is given some of

n one fed.
The great objection to, the absorption of fat in the form of

soaps has been that the reaction ot the fiuid in the small intestine
where the absorption takes place is flot alkaline but acid, and

t that a soap cannot persist in the présence of an acid Iiquid. Carb
investigated the réaction of the intestine in three experirnents on
dogs, and found the intestinal contents to be acid ai the way from

t pylorus to caecum. The indicators used were litmus and phnol-

of the intestine making use, besides the indiicators mentiooed, of
methyl orange, which 18 flot affected by carbonic and weak organic


