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THE A WAKENZN-IG.

He that is engaged in life's work
cannot justly estimate his true bearing
and influence on the world; yet there
cornes at times a vision let down, as
it were, fror the upper world, reveal-
ing it truthfully to him. Neither does
a society, if it is active at ail, see the
full extent of its influence uipon the
world, save as God grants it the seer
vision. And how does such a vision
reveal the state of the Society of Friends
to-day, and its horpe for the future;
There are many inir,-ds among us that
are indifferent; many that are despond-
ent; some that even say that tI.e mission
of Quakerism is accomplished, that the

liglit and the life is passed from us, andj
that the dying body is even now wr.ap-
ping aroundit the grave clothis of cati-
ventional customi to bc laid away in dt
gloon of oblivion. I invite aIl who
entertain any such judgment of tie
Society to discard it as untrue. 'l'le
Society hias had a wonderful influenct
towards liberalizing and spiritualizing
the religion of the world in the past.
This influence is not unfeit to-day ; and
if we are faithful to the requirements of
God our influence wviIl be felt in tià
line more and more -intil the wholu
world shall corne to worship Hinii in
'(spirit and in truth," AIl Christianity
is becoming less tenacious ini its belief
in an angwy, wrail/zju/ and rez'en,çJu4t'
God, as lias been so often pictured, and
is coming to see Him as Jesus Christ
represents Him, as a God of love-
eternal love.

Christian nations, no doubt influenccd
greatly by the belief and example of
Friends, who ever bore testimony against
wvaî and who could not be made to figli t
when put to the test, are becorning awak
ened to the wrongfulness of ail wars,
that they originate in the iusts of man
kind, and are cintrary tr' God's inature
and wish, who commands throughi lus
anointed Son that wve should "Zloz' ou;r
enemies, and do good to those that hatL-
us."> A high standard mndeed, but
unIess we practice it we cannot be the
"(chiidren of our Father which is ini
heaven." Our Society lias always
recognized this fact, and are forernoàt
to day in urging the nations t Settle al
their disputes by *-he peaceful nieanb of
arbitration. They early caught the
strains of Isaiah's prophecy and sing it
over again: " They shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks; nation shail not lift
up swvord against nation, neither shahl
they learn war any more."

The Society hias its testimonies tc,
bear and its duties t') perform in these
lines yet, and in others more numerous
than our predecessors had. But ail of
these may be summed up in the doc-
trine of the "Inner Light " of "limmedi-


