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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE BEHEMOTH.

The animal denoted by this appeliation
in the bock of Job, has been variously de-
termined by learned men; some of whom,
especially the early Christian writers and
the Jewish rabbins, have indulgod in very
3 extravagant notions.  Todetail these would
R bo useless,and we shall therefore pass them
over in silence.

In Job x!. 17, 13, the sacred writer con-
H veys a striking idea of the bulk, vigor, aud
i sirength of the boh -moth.
| He moveth his tail like acedar
The siusws 0. his thizhs are mterwoven together.
His ribe are a5 strong pieces of copper
$1is backbone hke burs of non.

The iden of his prodigious micht is in-

which are compured to strong pieces of
brass, and bars of iron,  Such figares are
comumonly employed by the sucred writers,
to expresx ereat harduess and strength, of
which a striking example oceurs in the pro-
phecy of Micali @ * Arise und thresh, O
daughter of Zion ; for I will make thy horn
iran, and I will make thy hoofsbrass: and thou
shalt beat in pieces many people, Micah iv.
13 —~so0 hard snd strong aie the bones of the
Jichemuth.
He i+ chiefl ofthe works of God.
Ho that miade bum has fixed his weapon,
2 Here he is described as one of the noblest
# animals which the Almighty Creator has
sroduced. The male hippopotamus which
3 Zernighi bronght from the Nile to Italy,
B vas sixteen feet nine inches long, from the
4 extremity of the muzzle to the ongin of the
tail; fifteen fect in circumfercuce ; and six
ffect and a balf high; and the less were
Slebout wwo feet ten inches long.  The head
®lvas three feet and a halfin length, and
~qdght fect and a half in circumference.  The
Edopening of the mouth was two feet four
inches, and the largest teeth were more than
2 foot long.
“Thus, his prodigious strength ; hisimpene-
trable skin ; and vast opening of his mouth,
d his portentous voracity ; the whiteness
and hardness of his teeth ; his manner oflife,
pent with equal case in the sea, on the land,
cxztthe bottom of the Nile,—equally claim
uradmiration, and entitle him, says Paxton,
considered as the chief of the ways of
fod. -Nor is he less remarkable for his
Ekeity 3 of which two instances are re-
porded by Pliny and Solinus.  After hehas
red himself with corn, and begins to re-
PAim with & distended belly to the deep,
Fith averted steps he traces a great many
ths, lest his pursuers, following the lies of
gat plain track, should overtake and destroy
£ while-hels unable to resist. The second

-

B croased by the account given of his bones, '

instance is not less remarkable ; when he
has become fut with too much indulgence,
he reduces his ubesity by copigus bleedings.
For this purpose, he searches for newly cut
reeds, or sharp pointed rochs, and rubs
T self against them il he makes a suffici-
ent aperture fur the bload totlow.  To pro-
mote the discharge, it is s dd, he agitates his
body ; and whea he thinhs he has fost. a
sullicient guantity, he closes the wouud by
rolling bimsclfin the mud.

Lucompliance with the prevailing opinion,
which refers this de~enpuon to the hip-
popotamus, we have thought it right toex-
hiit sume of the piints of resvmblavee
swinch hoe been discovered betwern that
creature and the behemoth of the book ot
Job,  Wemuch doubt, however, the iven-
tity of the uniwals, and are more nchued to
thak, with DPrs, Good and Clarke, that the
sacied wiiter refers toan animal of an extinet
| geuus,  Dr. Clarke believes it to have been
| the mastodunton or mammoth, some part of
;& skeleton of which he has cerefully ex-
tamined, and thus described tn his commmen-
Ctuy onGen . 28, “Tae mammoth for size
| will uuswer the description in veise 19:
i« He is the chief of the ways of God.” "That
| to which the pait of a skeleton belonged,
! which 1 examived, ust have bee'n,by com-
‘ putation, not [BsgtEEtwenty-fiee feet high,
and sicty feet in Jeugth ! The bones of one
{ toe 1 measared, aull.found them three feet
"in length ! One of the very smallest grin-

ders of un animal of this extinet species, full

of prucesses on the surface, more than an

inch in depth, which showed that the animat
. had lived on ﬂesb,I bave just now weighed,
“and found itan its yery dry state, four pounds
| eight ounces, ayoigiupuse : the same grin-

der of an elephant & have weighed also, and
| find it just fwo pounds. The smwmmoth,
. therefore, from this proportion must have
| been as large as two elephantsand a guarter.
We may judge by this of its size ; elephants
are frequently texn gnd cleven feet high : this
will make the mammoth twenty-five or
twenty-siz fect high; and as it appears to
have been & many-teed animal, the springs
which such a ereature could make, must
have been alméi incredible nothung by
swiftvess could “Bivdcescaped its pursuit.
“ ek seeme 2o Liwimade it as the proof of
his yower ; and had it been prolitic, and
not become extifict, it would have depopu-
lated the earth, - Creatures of thiskind must
have been living in the duys of Job : the be-
hemoth is referred to here, as if perfectly
commonly known.’

NOTHING LIKE TBE BIBLE.
A TALE FORBOYS.
The followipz: cirpumstance ogeurred in
the town of Warington, and. wes- selated;
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there ut a Bible meeting by a gentlemnan of
respectatality and veracity, connected with
tue sociely.

* The circumstance was introduced in the
following words : About three weoks ago,
two littie buysdecently clothed, the eldent
appeared abuut thisteen, and the youngest
cieven, called at the lodgmg  house tor vi-
arants, w thes town, fur 1 mghe's lodgivg
the heeper of the house (very properly)
tock thew to the vagrant’s oflice to be ex-
annned 5 and i proper objects to be relievedd.
i he account they gave ot themselves ® wus
extianely aflecuns, aud no doubt wus en-
tettained of ts tiudke. ftappears that but.a
few weehs had clagsed since these poor hittle
wanderers had 1estded with their parents in
Londor.  Tie typhus fever, however, in
onc day, carnied ol both father and mother,
leaving the orphans, 1 the wide world with-
out huine and without friends,  lmmediately
after the monruful tribute had bceen paid to
their purents’ memory, having an nncle in
Liverpool, puurand destitute as they were,
they resolved to go and throw themselves
upon lus protection, Tired, therefore, and
faint, they arrivedin this town on their way.
Two bundles contained their ttle all.  In
the youngest boy’s wasfounds neatly covered
and carefully preserved, a 4jble.. The keepor
‘of the Todging house, addressing the little
bov, said *¢ you have neitber money nor
me at, will you sell me this bibie 7 T-will
ghve five shillings forit.” No; excleimed
he, (the tears rolling down his youthful
ehechs,) Tl starve first.  He then said,
“ there are :nty of books to be bought
besides this ; why do you love this, why do
vou love this bible so much ? He replied
* no book has stood my friend so much as
my bible,” ¢ Why, what has your bible
done for you 7’ said he. He answered—
* When § was a little boy, about seven
years of age, 1 became a Sunday scholar in
London ; through the kind attention of my
master 1 soon learned to read my bible—
this bible, as young as I was, showed me
that I was a sinner, and a great one too, it
also pomnted me to a Saviour ; and I thank
God that I have found mercy at the hands
of Chrnist, and I em 5ot ashamed to confess
hiz brfere the world, i

To try him still further, six shillings were
then offered him for the bible. ¢ No,” said
he, *« for it has been my supportall the way
from London ; hungry and weary, ofton
have 1 sat down by the way side to read my
bible, and have found refreshment from:it:"!
Thus did he experience the consolation of
the Psalmist, when he said, thy comforts
have refreshed mysoul.” He then asked
* what will you do when you get to Liver

L pool, should-your. uncle refuse to takeyon

1n7"  The ‘reply- may -exeitd a.blush-ig



